
20 May 2015

Dear People of St. John’s,
 
“Every time I think of you, I thank God for you!”  Centuries ago, St. Paul wrote those words to the church 
he loved in Philippi, and we echo them today.  Every time we think of each of you, we are filled with 
thanksgiving.  The greatest treasures of any church are her members, and God has richly blessed us 
with remarkable members, each of you bringing something unique into our common life.
 
We write to you in thanksgiving for the ways in which you have so faithfully supported this 
community, and sustained Christ’s work and mission on the Mountain.  We have a vibrant life of 
worship and prayer, service and song.  We are a community of people who know ourselves to be 
claimed in baptism, and joined together.  We rejoice together, struggle together, and feast together, 
from our smallest members who are held in the arms of parents when we gather at the Lord’s Table, to 
our most venerable adults, whose years of wisdom enrich us in numerous ways.
 
Like most of our sister parishes around the Diocese, however, we have been confronted with lean days.  
We have lost members who have died or who have relocated, and, as we shared a few months ago, our 
budget reflects this reality.  We entered 2015 anticipating that we has to raise $20,000 in addition to 
our traditional fundraising efforts and built that into the budget.  Even so, we expect to have an 
$18,000 shortfall this year.  The Vestry wrestled with this decision, and did not make it lightly. 
 
However, the projected shortfall has brought out exciting creativity and shared work on the Mountain, 
and we are very proud of this.  Our joint fundraiser with the Nursery School raised over $18,000, a 
third of which will go to our operating budget.  We are inspired by Joe Ray, whose passion for cycling 
and for this community will bring over $8,000 to our budget as he is sponsored to ride the Paris-Brest-
Paris Randonneur this August.  Still others in our parish are working earnestly behind the scenes to 
plan events in the fall and winter that will gather our community and raise money to support our 
important ministry.
 
Two members of our community would like to invite and inspire you to be part of the solution to our 
budget challenges, to be part of the growing number of members who are being bold and creative in 
facing the future with joy and confidence.  These two members are offering a matching gift to our 
parish of up to $20,000 for any new or increased pledge received over the summer.  We are humbled 
by the creativity and optimism of our members, who believe so strongly in the life we share together, 
and support it with such enthusiasm.  
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Will you consider making a gift that will be eligible for the matching grant?  If you have never before 
pledged, this would be an exciting way for you to join us as you share your gifts with God’s people.  If 
you are a faithful giver who has the ability to make even a modest increase, your efforts will provide an 
even greater impact on this community.  Your gift to St. John on the Mountain will be matched by our 
generous members, and will be received joyfully.  As always, the Vestry takes great care to use our 
resources responsibly, respecting the fact that for many of us, these are challenging times. 
 
We hope you will give prayerful consideration to participating in this creative and exciting endeavor, and 
that you will fill out the form below and return it to the Parish Office, in the enclosed envelope, so that 
we can take hold of this wonderful opportunity from these two generous members.  We also gladly accept 
pledge increases and new pledges via email!  If that’s better for you, please email our Finance Manager, 
Lisa Keenan, at L.keenan@sjotm.org. 

We do give thanks to God for you every time we think of you.  And we thank you for considering this 
opportunity today.
 
Faithfully yours, 

The Reverend Susan Ironside    Bob Courtmanche    Heather Leef
Rector           Senior Warden     Junior Warden

✂ --------------------------------------------

Yes!  In joyful thanksgiving for this community and to further God's work on the Mountain, I will 
participate in the Summer 2015 Giving Challenge! 

_______  I will increase my 2015 pledge to the parish to $___________

_______  I am a first time pledger, and want to pledge $____________ 

_______  I have pledged in the past, but had yet to make a pledge for 2015, and will pledge $___________ 

Name(s)  _____________________________________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________________________________

City, State Zip  _____________________________________________________________________
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