
Give With Gratitude and Flourish in Fellowship

23 October 2015

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

St. Peter reminds us to “serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” Indeed, 
God has given us so much. He has entrusted us with stewardship of these blessings. Sharing these 
gifts with those who give witness to God’s compassion, God’s justice and God’s transformative 
power only increases the joy we feel from receiving these gifts.

Once we begin to experience the joy from giving even a small portion of what God has blessed us 
with, our lives become richer. We get closer to those in our community, and feel a more powerful 
connection to God.

Give with Gratitude
In this spirit of thankfulness for God’s largess, we are prayerfully asking you to reaffirm your 
support for St. John on the Mountain by making a pledge for 2016. Your contribution will enable 
St. John’s to continue its mission of serving the community through its many ministries. Each year, 
the St. John’s family turns your pledge dollars into community service, assisting those who are truly 
needy as well as those who have been beset by crisis. 

The Wardens and Vestry, with guidance from Mother Susan, strive to see that the remaining 
pledge dollars are used prudently. These funds are sensibly employed for church ministry, plant 
maintenance and staffing costs. A snapshot of St. John’s finances is attached to the end of this 
letter.

Children are a central focus of St. John’s mission. Our Vacation Bible School doubled its 
attendance this year, and in September we witnessed 10 confirmands embark on their journey into 
adulthood. Over the summer, St. John’s organized a trip for 11 youths and two adults to work at 
the Heifer Farm in Rutland, MA and learn about sustainable farming practices that Heifer teaches 
to millions of people throughout the globe. One child observed that the experience taught her to 
“think about whether the extra clothes in my closet are necessary.” St. John’s outreach ministry 
provided the funds for four of the youths to share in this worthwhile experience.
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Flourish in Fellowship
Part of the joy of giving is sharing that experience with other St. John’s parishioners. Coffee hours, 
bible study, fundraisers, The Christmas Pageant, choir, men’s and women’s luncheons, as well as 
outreach activities such as soup kitchen and food bank service, are just some of the many occasions 
to come together in fellowship. Your generous pledge ensures that these opportunities to renew 
our faith and rejoice in fellowship remain an integral part of St. John on the Mountain.

Stewardship is the belief that all we are and have is 
God’s, entrusted with us to share

The 2016 stewardship campaign will run from October 25 through November 29. A pledge card is 
enclosed with this letter. The stewardship committee asks that you return the card by the end of 
the campaign. For those existing pledge families, the church leadership humbly thanks you for your 
generous support. For those who are new to the church, or those who are unsure about making a 
commitment, please consider a small contribution. St. John’s is a self-supporting organization that 
relies on pledges for its livelihood. Every pledge dollar, no matter how small, is important. 

Faithfully yours,

Paul M. Zanardi   Bob Courtemanche  Heather Leef  The Rev. Susan Ironside
2016 Stewardship Chair Senior Warden    Junior Warden  Rector

2015 Forecast 2016 Preliminary

Income

     Stewardship Pledges $309,410 $333,000

     Other $131,733 $110,000

Total Income $441,143 $443,000

Expenses

     Personnel $249,464 $250,000

     Programs $18,443 $19,000

     Operations $114,000 $117,000

     Outreach $52,000 $52,000

     Debt Service $1,578 $0

Total Expenses $435,485 $438,000

Net Surplus/(Deficit) $5,658 $5,000


