
Girls’ Voices Fill YWWf(a)C Summer Camps! 
By Hannah Goldman 

We’ve had a GREAT summer full of camps through the Young Women Writing for (a) Change 
program! From June to August the first floor of the building was buzzing with the voices of girls 
ages eight through eighteen, bringing strength, bravery, and vulnerability with them. About a 
third of the campers were returning from past YWWf(a)C experiences, and the other two thirds 
were new. Girls at all levels stepped up in brilliant and powerful ways, leading facilitators to ask 
the age-old question: How different would my life have been if I had come to a camp like this as 
a girl? We saw girls come out of initial shyness into boldness, and make lasting friendships. We 
saw girls share at public read-arounds who had not been sure they could do it, but did anyway. 
They were an honor to facilitate.  
 
This summer was made possible by a great team of facilitators, who dedicated their time and 
energy to these young women. For two Girls’ camps, I was joined by Janie Baer, Maddie Basil, 
Maddie Henke, Jaye Elizabeth Johnson, and Maura O’Dea, who inspired almost forty 4th 
through 6th graders to think about who they are, where they come from, and where they’re 
going. The laughter was loud, and the writing long! After our Teens Full Day with Mindy 
Weaver-Flask, Lisa Rocklin, Maddie B., and Marin O’Dea filled to capacity and had an equally 
long waiting list, Lisa stepped in and saved the day by agreeing to lead a Teens Half Day later in 
the summer, along with Maddie H., Liv Linn, and myself. Both of the camps created havens for 
7th through 9th graders exploring what it means to be themselves among others. And for our 
oldest Young Women, entering 10th through 12th grade, Andrea Nichols and Lisa explored the 
Treasure Within. 
 
We also welcomed special guest artists to camp, to provide other creative outlets for our girls 
and show how writing and inspiration can come from a slew of different experiences. Bet 
Stewart, a theater and movement educator, led the girls in performance and improvisation, 
while our own Janie taught them how to make journals and yarn dolls. Katherine Meyer, a 2009 
FLA graduate and artist extraordinaire, joined the Young Women’s week as they created three-
dimensional “exploding boxes” which they filled with artistic images, their writing, and 
readback lines.   
 
All in all, this summer we provided a safe place to learn and grow for almost one-hundred girls 
and young women! Their energy, confidence, and willingness to be vulnerable has been truly 
inspiring, and will stay with me long after the first floor’s cushions are replaced with chairs.  
 
The following are some excerpts of what campers had to say about their time here this 
summer:  
 
“Not ready for tomorrow to be the last day, I think we should just keep coming back!” 
 
“I really love the community that comes with this experience.  No one is pressured or forced into doing 
something they don't want to.  Although, after a reading, you certainly feel compelled.” 
 
“When we are all bent over our vision boards or laughing around the lunch table, or listening intently to 
one another in a read around, I feel such kinship and community.  I love the closeness we have created 
this week.” 

 
“Thank you for your deep listening…I felt heard into being.” 


