
 
 

 
Virginia has enjoyed a cultural exchange with South Africa for nearly 20 years, and the influence of South African 
winemakers is starting to take hold.  This year’s recent Virginia Wine Expo put the spotlight on the wines of South 
Africa as the event’s Guest Wine Region, pouring their wines and devoting an entire evening to the bridge 
between Virginia & South Africa.   

At least six Virginia vineyards are now growing Pinotage – a cross between Pinot Noir and Cinsault 
varieties developed in the 1920’s and considered South Africa’s national grape.  While the climates of the 
South Africa and Virginia wine regions are dynamically different, both are increasingly receiving 
international accolades and awards for the quality and character of wines being produced.   

Three South African winemakers in Virginia are bringing their unique perspectives and experience to the 
state.  They include Deon Abrams of Grayhaven, Stephen Barnard of Keswick Vineyards and Riaan 
Rossouw of Lovingston Winery.  

Deon Abrams, Grayhaven Winery 
Deon Abrams, a native of Cape Town, came to the US after extensive 
travels through Europe and the Middle East.  In 2001, he and his 
Virginia-born wife, Max, took over the daily operations of her family’s 
vineyard and winery, Grayhaven, now one of the oldest independent 
commercial vineyards in the state. They are known for their focus on 
limited production, hand-crafted wines and for working with varieties 
such as Pinotage, Touriga, Petit Verdot and two different clones of 
Cabernet Franc. Grayhaven is looking to expand its limited production 
boutique brand by producing its own wines on South African soil. 

The largest convergence of South African, Virginia and Pinotage wine 
enthusiasts is the annual South African Food & Wine Festival hosted by 
Grayhaven Winery every fall. Now in its tenth year, the event features 
visiting South African winemakers, importers and wine experts as well as 
musicians, dancers, artists, and traditional South African food.  
www.grayhavenwinery.com     www.southafricanfoodfest.com 

 
 
 
Stephen Barnard, Keswick Vineyards 
Born and raised in South Africa, Barnard first encountered the wine 
industry working in the tasting room at the country’s oldest winery, Groot 
Constantia.  After studying winemaking, further experience at two 
wineries and an internship program of Ohio State University, he landed 
in Virginia in 2002.  Although his intention was to stay a year or two and 
learn as much as possible about winemaking in the viticultural area, he 
married the winery owner’s daughter.  Today he is the winemaker and 
vineyard manager for Keswick Vineyards, a family owned boutique 
winery just outside of Charlottesville.  
 
“I think my South African heritage and experience serves me well, since 
my favored winemaking style is achievable in Virginia. At Keswick, we try 
to create wines that showcase European finesse and restraint while 
ensuring that the fruit and flavor profile of the wine is distinctly New 
World. I have experience with low sugar, slightly higher acid level fruit 
which we encounter all too frequently in Virginia. 
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“By paying attention to the vineyard and allowing the varietal, season and 
vineyard block dictate the direction of the wine, I truly believe we are on 
the correct path to creating wines that will stand alongside the finest in the 
world.“ 

www.keswickvineyards.com 

http://www.keswickvineyards.com/

