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Laura Schroff, #1 New York Times 
bestselling author and keynote speaker, 
is a passionate and compelling voice on 
the power of small acts of kindness and 
mentorship. Laura has fully committed 
herself to advocating and inspiring others 
through her book, An Invisible Thread. 
As a keynote speaker at over 100 events, 
Laura encourages her audience to look for 
their own invisible thread connections and 
highlights the importance of opening up 
their eyes and hearts to the opportunities 
where they can make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Laura’s book, An Invisible Thread, brings to 
life the inspiring true story of an 11-year-
old panhandler, a busy sales executive, 
and their unlikely meeting with destiny in 
1986. When Schroff first met Maurice on 
a New York City street corner, she had no 
idea that she was standing on the brink 
of an incredible and unlikely friendship 
that would inevitably change both their 
lives forever. Laura’s unexpected lunch 
with Maurice quickly turned into a weekly 
Monday night ritual where she learned 
heart-wrenching details about Maurice’s 
horrific childhood of poverty, drugs and 
violence. 

Sprinkled throughout the book is also 
Laura’s own story of her turbulent 
childhood. Every now and then, 
something about Maurice’s struggles 
reminded her of her past, and how her 
father’s alcohol-induced rages shaped the 
person she became and, in a way, helped 
form an unbreakable bond with Maurice. 
Laura offers Maurice simple experiences 
he comes to treasure: learning how to set 
a table, baking chocolate chip cookies, 
trimming a Christmas tree, visiting her 
nieces and nephew on Long Island, and 
Maurice teaches Laura how to appreciate 
the simple joys in life and the true 
definition of lunch in a brown paper bag. 

Laura now shares this heartwarming story 
of a friendship, which is based on trust 
and a bond that would continue to grow 
over a quarter of a century. 

Since the launch in November 2011, An 
Invisible Thread has been on the New York 
Times Best Sellers list for a total of 39 weeks 
and is the recipient of many prestigious 
awards, including a Christopher Award, a 
DreamCatcher Award, a Local Hometown 
Hero Award presented by New York 
Congressman Steve Israel and a finalist 
for Books for a Better Life. Recently, Laura 
spoke alongside Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, former First Lady Laura Bush, and 
bestselling author Malcolm Gladwell at 
Leadercast 2014, and An Invisible Thread 
film rights have been purchased by OddLot 
Entertainment. Furthermore, schools 
continue to adopt An Invisible Thread as 
a required read and Simon & Schuster 
Education Team has developed An Invisible 
Thread ELA Common Core Standards 
Curriculum Guide written by Pam B. Cole, 
Associate Dean and Professor of English 
Education and Literacy at Kennesaw State 
University. Just recently the New York City 
Board of Education purchased a large bulk 
order of copies of An Invisible Thread to 
be used in New York City schools.

Over her thirty-year career in advertising 
sales, Laura has worked with several 
major media companies, including Time 
Inc. and Conde Nast. Born and raised on 
Long Island in New York, Laura was part of 
the advertising team that helped launch 
and make USA Today a successful national 
newspaper. Before helping launch three 
of the most successful start-ups in Time 
Inc. history—InStyle, Teen PEOPLE, and 
PEOPLE StyleWatch —she was also the 
New York Division Manager at PEOPLE 
magazine. Laura has also been the New 
York Ad Manager at Ms. Magazine and 
Associate Publisher at Brides.
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“If you have a beating heart—or if you fear you’re suffering a hardening 
of the emotional arteries—you really ought to commit to this book at 
the earliest possible opportunity . . . read this book. And pass it on. And 
encourage the next reader to do the same.” 
    —Jesse Kornbluth, Huffington Post

Small Acts of Kindness: The 
Power of Sharing Kindness, 
Changing Lives, and Explor-
ing the Invisible Threads that 
Connect Us All

Breaking Cycles: Overcom-
ing Abuse, Forming Relation-
ships, and Finding Meaning 
in a Disconnected World

Giving Back: Philanthropy, 
Mentoring Relationships, 
and How Kindness Can 
Change Lives

Raising Your Voice: Advo-
cating for Humanity & Com-
passion, Inspiring Others, 
and Discovering Your Great-
est Self By Helping Others
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