
 
 

Parshat Behar 

Leviticus 25:1-26-26:2 
 

On this Shabbat, we read two portions.  This entire portion is about the Sabbatical and 

the Jubilee Year. 

 

Six years the land could be used for planting, etc., but on the seventh year it had to be 

allowed to rest (the Sabbatical Year).  It was to remind people that the land really 

belongs to G-d and the people are not to abuse it. 

 

Many interpret the laws of the Sabbatical year as “good farming technique.”  Crop 

rotation and allowing fields to rest help sustain arable land.  If G-d is here telling Israel 

to farm in an ecologically sound manner, are there principles we can derive from this 

law about the way we live in the world today?  Is being a good ecological citizen a 

mitzvah (divine commandment) for us? 

 

Every 50th year was called a Jubilee Year.  Also on this year, the land was not to be 

tilled and had to be returned to its original owners. 

 

In this way, the Torah tried to make sure that there would not be a class of wealthy 

people who would own most of the lands. 

 

People who sold themselves as slaves went free on the Sabbatical Year as well. 

 

The Liberty Bell in Independence Hall in Philadelphia has on it the English translation 

of Leviticus, Chapter 25, verse 10, “Proclaim liberty throughout the land, unto all the 

inhabitants thereof.” 

 

Food for thought: 

Why did the fathers of our country inscribe Leviticus 25:10 on the Liberty Bell? 

 

Shabbat Shalom 
Candle lighting is 7:48 PM 

                            


