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Special points of interest 

 Who Am I? 

 Proud of our Past 

 Just One What? 

 Sanctification? 

 

5 Ways for to Connect More to God on a Busy Day 
I love this time of year, but it often seems to get too busy.  If I am not careful 

and deliberate, it seems like my spiritual life is the first thing to suffer in a busy 

season.  Here are five simple ways to continue connecting to God even in the 

busiest of seasons: 

1.  Spend some contemplative devotion time.  When we keep going and going, 
sometimes the hardest thing to do is stop and spend quiet time with God.  
There are lots of resources available to help you spend just a few minutes in 
contemplative prayer.  Some resources I use are Sacred Space (http: //
www.sacredspace.ie) and Three Minute Retreats (http://
www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer.htm). 
2.  Pick an activity you do daily, preferably multiple times per day.  The more 

mundane the task is, the better.  For one week, every time you do that activity, 

say a short prayer.  It can be something as simple as “God, thank you!”  After 

praying at the same activity for a week, choose another activity to add to your 

list. 

3.  Use a physical object as a reminder for prayer.  Place a small container of 

water near the door of your house that you dip your fingers into every time you 

enter or leave.  Every time you dip your fingers in, say a quick prayer, asking for 

safety as you leave, or thanking God for safety as you return.  Place an object 

with special significance in your pocket, and every time you feel that object, say 

a quick prayer.   

4.  Start a Bible reading plan.  Reading just three or so chapters per day, you can 
read the entire Bible in one year.  Take a few moments in the morning, or a few 
moments before bed, and read those three chapters.  Bible Gateway is a great 
resource with reading plans for one year or just for a season.  They can e-mail 
you the selected reading every day (https://www.biblegateway.com/reading-
plans/). 
5.  Choose a 40-day discipline.  Many books offer a 40- day journey involving a 

short devotion time aimed at strengthening your faith.  The Purpose Driven Life 

by Rick Warren, Draw the Circle by Mark Batterson, The Prayer Dare by Ron Kin-

caid, and Interruptions by Jacob Armstrong are four good resources for refocus-

ing your life on God in 40 days.  You can also choose one of the more traditional 

spiritual disciplines to try for forty days. (For a great resource on spiritual disci-

plines, check out Richard Foster’s A Celebration of Discipline.) 

 

These may all be helpful for a busy season, but they are just temporary.  Ulti-

mately, if you’re too busy for God, you’re too busy! 
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High school youth group 

will meet in August:   

Sunday nights   @5:30 

led by Pastor Jonathan. 

(No youth group on Au-

gust 23rd.) 

One Fund Dinner  

August 23 @12:15  

Fellowship Hall 

What is Connectional Giving? 

First Church History 

Connectional Giving, or more com-

monly called “apportionments,” are 

some of the most important, and 

often misunderstood, lines on any 

church budget.  Part of what makes 

the United Methodist Church unique 

is our connection to each other.  As 

of 2014, 1,029 congregations and 

175,791 members compose the West 

Ohio Conference.  Our connectional 

giving supports our connection be-

tween churches. 

The bulk of our connectional minis-

tries provides ministerial support, 

connectional and missional minis-

tries, and world service.  Are you fa-

miliar with the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR)?  

UMCOR provides relief services and 

supports missionaries throughout the 

world.  In the case of natural disas-

ters, UMCOR is often the first relief 

agency on site, and the last to leave.  

UMCOR also supports ongoing mis-

sion against human trafficking, world 

hunger, and global poverty.  UMCOR 

can honestly report that 100 percent 

of donations to UMCOR go straight to 

missional work, because all adminis-

trative costs of UMCOR are paid 

through connectional giving. 

Connectional giving also provides 

clergy support and congregational 

training.  From 2013-2014, 126 candi-

dates for ministry completed the Can-

didacy Summit, which begins the pro-

cess for vocational ministry in our 

conference.  As of 2014, 124 pastors 

completed the Crucible program 

(including Pastor Jonathan), aimed at 

providing additional training in lead-

ership to pastors.  Six congregations 

received church revitalization grants, 

including four new church starts, and 

two new satellite campuses of ex-

isting churches.  All of this is made 

possible by connectional giving. 

These are just a few of the many pro-

grams supported by connectional 

giving, and your faithful and generous 

giving through our church offering.  

Thank you for your continued faith-

fulness!  If you would like more infor-

mation, feel free to contact Pastor 

Jonathan, or download the Missional 

Report that gives more information 

on the results of our connectional 

giving. 
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 First United Methodist Church 

had its beginning in 1832.  Rev. Thomas 

Thompson, a Methodist missionary 

stationed on the Wyandot reservation 

at Upper Sandusky, came to the site of 

Kenton and organized a class at the 

cabin of George H. Houser.   

 The class was composed of 

eight adults and presumably their chil-

dren.  George H. Houser was chosen as 

class leader.   Mr. Houser came to what 

was to be Kenton in the year of 1830 

from Union County, Ohio, and erected a 

cabin on the north bank of the Scioto 

River, probably somewhere in the vicin-

ity of South Wayne Street at the inter-

section of Decatur Street.   

 Mr. Houser was an ardent 

Methodist.  We are told that he exhort-

ed, prayed and sang so loud that he 

could be heard a mile away.  In 1833 he 

was elected Justice of the Peace.  Mari-

on and Barbara Houser are related to 

the pioneers who were members of 

that first class.  Barbara is a direct de-

scendant of Mr. and Mrs. Lemuel Wil-

moth, one of the four couples who 

formed that first class.  Johannes 

Houser was a brother to George, the 

class leader, and a fourth great grandfa-

ther to Marion Houser. 

 During the summer of 1833 

several additions were made to the 

original class and during 1834 and 1835 

quite an immigration moved into the 

community settling in different parts of 

the county.  Many of these were follow-

ers of John Wesley and often attended 

services in Kenton. 

 The size of the class outgrew 

the cabins as worship houses.  Since a 

school house was built on the southeast 

corner of Wayne and Ohio Streets, the 

Methodists began to use this building 

for their worship services.  In 1839, they 

built a frame church (35x40 ft.) on the 

north half of the same lot the school 

occupied.  The members kept increas-

ing. 
 (edited from Church History 175 Years) 



 

Reflections from the Pastor 

“These are my two sons.”  My father made comments like this all the 

time.  My friend Jake and I visited my parents, and out at dinner, we 

came across some members of the church my father serves.  When he 

introduced us as his “two sons,” we chuckled.  But what made this ex-

perience different was the couple we were introduced to—they didn’t 

laugh at all.  In fact, they thought we really were brothers.  Jake and I 

realized we could pass as brothers.  And not just the two of us.  Also, 

our other friends, Tom and Bryan, could all pass as four brothers.  We 

all have receding hairlines, all about the same size and build, we have 

similar mannerisms, and we even dress the same!  We often joke 

about buying matching Christmas sweaters and sending out Christmas 

cards from the “four sons”. 

Genetically, we may not be related.  But we become similar through 

the time we spend together.  We are all about the same size because 

we eat at the same places.  All four of us cook and share recipes.  We 

have similar mannerisms because we learned them from each other.  

We dress the same because when one of us gets married, all four of us 

head out to Men’s Wearhouse to shop.  As we spend more time to-

gether, we begin to resemble each other. 

Holiness works in the same way.  The more time we spend wrapping 

ourselves in the presence of the Holy Spirit, the holier we become.  

John Wesley called this process “sanctification”.   As we work to be-

come true disciples of Christ, grace transforms our hearts so that we 

more resemble Christ.  Our time spent reading scripture, worshipping 

together, serving others, giving generously, and attending to the sacra-

ments and disciplines transforms us to the point that we resemble 

Christ. 

     Pastor Jonathan 

3 

Pastor Jonathan Hanover 

To get a fresh start, Do these 
eight things: 

1. Be Born again. 
2. Accept God’s forgiveness 
3. Freely forgive others. 
4. Learn all you can from your 

mistakes. 
5. Turn you weakness into your 

strong point. 
6. Accept what you cannot 

change, and with God’s help, 
turn it into something beau-
tiful. 

7. Put the past behind you.  
8. Get up and begin again. 

            -Source Unknown 
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Birthday Blessings 

 

8/10 Nila Highslip 
Kenton Nursing and Rehab 
117 Jacob Parrott Blvd. 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 
 
8/12 Evelyn Lotz 
7323 TR 165  
Kenton, Ohio 43326 
 
8/16 Winnie Streets 
10369 SR 67 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 
 
8/19 Ed Althauser 
Hardin Hills 
1211 W. Lima St. 
Kenton, Ohio 
 
8/24 Bud Winzenried 
811 Maydoll Dr. 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 
 
8/29 Al Albrecht 
15480 SR 67 
Kenton, Ohio 43326 

Prayer Concerns 

August 9-Matthew 28:16-20-"The Almost Christian"-focusing on 

the ways that our faith can become hollow, and we go through 

the motions without actually committing our hearts to faith. 

August 16-Matthew 7:21-29-"Dust of His Sandals"-focusing on 

not just believing, but truly imitating Christ in our actions and 

becoming more like Christ.  Based off the Jewish instruction that 

a disciple should follow so closely to their teacher that they 

should be covered with the dust of his sandals. 

August 23-1 Timothy 6:11-16-"Life in a New Way"-focusing on 

how life as a disciple of Christ is radically different from our lives 

today, even the lives of most Christians today. 

Then, we'll transition to a five week series called, Lord, Burn My 

Feet. It's based on the story of Moses and the burning bush.  It 

will focus on prayer, especially active prayer (Moses was in the 

presence of God, but still left with burnt feet).  It's also loosely 

based on The Circlemaker by Mark Batterson 

August 30-Exodus 3:1-12-"Lord, Burn My Feet!"-The story of 

Moses and the burning bush.  Learning to pray actively.  Instead 

of "God, remove this obstacle from my life," learning to pray, 

"God, use me for your Kingdom." 

Dennis Alexander, Marilyn 

Arn, Allison Buehler (friend of 

LindaWuethrich), Teresa 

Haudenschield, Karlee Hooker 

(Norm Guinn’s granddaugh-

ter) , Jane McGee, Kellie Rog-

ers, Christine Stahler (wife of 

Kevin), Sonny Weatherholtz 

(father of Chris Heil-

man),  Sawyer Wright 

(nephew of Robin and Da-

na).  Bobbi Tandon, Peggy 

Wills, Karl McNeal, Lois Tay-

lor, Sara Hoenshel (Tim and 

Leigh Newland’s sister in law), 

Jack Alexander (Jackie Ste-

phen’s father), Debbie Rob-

erts, Hazel Bennett, Ruth 

Klingler, Julie Lowery, Bill 

Hommel (Judi Leiberick’s 

brother), Kyrie Brim, Chase 

Newman, Tom Taylor, Dwane 

Stalder, Margie Osbun 
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August Sermon Series 



“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only be-
cause I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” -C.S. Lewis 

“Sing them exactly as they 

are printed here, without 

altering or mending them at 

all; and if you have learned to 

sing them otherwise, unlearn 

it as soon as you can. 

Sing lustily with a good cour-

age.  Beware of singing as if 

you were half dead, or half 

asleep, but lift up your voice 

with strength.  Be no more 

afraid of your voice now, nor 

more ashamed of its being 

heard, than when you sung 

the songs of Satan. 

Sing modestly.  Do not bawl, 

so as to be heard above or 

distinct from the rest of the 

congregation, that you may  

not destroy the harmony; but 

strive to unite your voices 

together, so as to make one 

clear melodious sound. “ 

(From John Wesley’s Select Hymns, 

1761) 

Who is perhaps the most widely 
read Christian writer of the 20th 
century? 
 Who was one of the best 
friends of J. R. R. Tolkien, the 
writer of “The Hobbit?”  
 Who spent many years 
of his adult life as an atheist, 
before becoming a theist, and 
then one of the most famous 
Christians of the 20th century? 
 Who excelled in writing 
children’s literature, deep theo-
logical essays, science fiction, 
and serious academic writings 
on the History of English Litera-
ture, and a new approach to lit-
erary criticism? 
 Who was a confirmed 
bachelor, only to marry an 
American friend (who was first a 
Jew, and then a convert to Chris-

tianity), so that she could gain 
permission to stay in England, 
and then fell in love with her, 
only to have her die of cancer 
four years later? 
 Who himself died on the 
same day as President Kennedy? 
 If your answers to each 
of these questions is “Clive Sta-
ples Lewis,” known to his friends 
as “Jack” and to the world as “C. 
S. Lewis” you are correct.  
 Over the next several 
months I will discuss with you 
one of my favorite authors, C.S. 
Lewis.  Many of his works have 
had a profound effect on me: 
the Tales of Narnia have a con-
tinuing influence on my under-
standing of the Christian life;  
The Problem of Pain  has helped 
me come to grips with the truth 

of a loving God in this fallen 
world; Mere Christianity is a bril-
liant and yet simple explanation 
of the Christian faith.   
 The Screwtape Letters, 
The Four Loves, The Joyful Chris-
tian, A Grief Observed, The 
Great Divorce, The Pilgrims Re-
gress:  each is worthy of our con-
sideration.  It would be wonder-
ful to develop a group of us to 
discuss some of these works.   
 Perhaps we will be in-
spired to do just that! 
 Next month:  
The Screwtape Letters.   
 

           Scott
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The Book Nook 
Good Reading for the Believer 

 

Combined Worship Service 

Sunday, August 30th 

11:00 AM 

 Lunch following the service  

provided by the UMW 

“LET’S WELCOME THE 

HANOVERS!” 

Directions for Singing  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/cslewis162523.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/cslewis162523.html


  Attendance   Offering 

  9:00 11:00 Total  

July 5  73 112 185  $7716.00  

July 12  62 104 166  $4974.00 

July 19  57 92 149  $2724.50 

July 26  79 90 169  $4942.00 

 

 

Attendance and Offering First United Methodist 
Church 

234 N. Main Street  

Kenton, Ohio 43326 

419-673-3205 

Email: kentonfirst@gmail.com 

Website:  kentonfirst.org 

Rev. Jonathan Hanover 

 

Mission Statement:   To Invite, 

Disciple, Send, and Serve in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 

August 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      111:00 aa 

29:00 Worship 

10:00 Dakin recep-
tion 
11:00 Worship 

3 
6:30  9:00 Wor-
ship mtg 
7:30 AA 

4 
5:30 NOC mtg 
7:30 11:00 Wor-
ship mtg 

5 6 

7:30 AA 

7 

Office closed 

8 

11:00 AA 

99:00 Worship 

10:00 SS 
11:00  Worship 

10 

7:30 AA 
 

11 
7:30 Trustees mtg 

12 13 

7:30 AA 

14 

Office closed 

15 

11:00 AA 

16 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
11:00  Worship 

17 

6:30 Children’s 
Ministry mtg 
7:30 AA 

18 
5:30 SPR mtg 
6:30 Youth minis-
try mtg 

19 

6:00 Middle school 
youth group 

20 

7:30 AA 

21 

Office closed 

22 

11:00 AA 

23 

9:00 Worship 
10:00 SS 
111:00 Worship  
12:00 One Fund 

24 

6:30 Lead Team  
7:30 AA 

25 26 27 

7:30 AA 

28 

Office closed 

29 

11:00 AA 

30One service 

10:  SS 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Lunch, fel-
lowship hall 

31 

7:30 AA 

     


