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 I’ve never been much of a birthday person.  Maybe that is a side effect 

of being born so close to Christmas.  I have never really thought much of my 

birthday.  Actually, the year that Megan and I were married, I literally forgot 

my birthday until 9:30pm that night.  I do not necessarily have anything 

against birthdays.  But Christmas is a busy time, and I would rather spend my 

time working ahead.  As you can tell, I’m not much fun around birthdays. 

 Our church celebrates two important birthdays in May.  First, we  

celebrate the 125th anniversary of our sanctuary on Sunday, May 1.  The origi-

nal part of our building (what is now our sanctuary) was dedicated on          

May 3, 1891.  We also celebrate Pentecost on May 15.  At Pentecost, almost 

2,000 years ago, the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples and the crowds     

gathered, and the universal church began.  We will celebrate both of these 

birthdays this year. 

 But again, I was never really one for birthdays.  As much as I want to 

celebrate these important milestones, even more I want to celebrate the great 

things happening for the future of the church.  On May 1, we are announcing a 

new staff hiring to fill our open position of Director of Youth and Family     

Ministries.  This is a leader we have grown out of our church, and I am very 

excited about what she will bring.  On May 15, we welcome 10 new confirm-

ands into membership of this church.  These young people amaze me with 

their energy, curiosity, and enthusiasm for the faith.  In June, we will send 21 

high school youth and 5 adults to Lakeside for Youth—one of our largest 

groups in recent years.  Our preschool registrations for next year are very en-

couraging.  We hope to send two young adults to Haiti—although their trip is 

on hold with political instability in the country.  Our first quarter giving in 

2016 was our best first quarter in years.   Our attendance in 2016 is almost 16 

percent higher than this time in 2015.  New leaders are rising up.  New life is 

all around us! 

 So, let us celebrate our birthdays.  Let us celebrate all those that have 

sacrificed so we can celebrate 125 years in this building,   184 years in this 

community, and almost 2,000 years as the church.  Let us remember and learn 

from those who came before us.  But more importantly, let us look forward to 

the next 125, 184  or 2,000 years of ministry.  God still calls us to great work!  

Let us make 2016 a year we respond, and make disciples of Jesus Christ for  

the transformation of the world! 

      Pastor Jonathan 
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“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”    Joshua 1:9 

       While we are excited to announce the hiring of a 

new staff member, we are also saddened to announce that               

Scott Barrett is resigning from  his position as choir 

director and organist, effective June 1, 2016.  Scott has 

served this church faithfully in these positions for 45 years.  

We want to express our immense gratitude to Scott for his 

years of faithful service, and wish him well as he explores 

new opportunities. 

 This opens up opportunities to serve with our sum-

mer worship.  We are currently putting together a team to 

provide music for the traditional service during the sum-

mer.  We are also seeking liturgists and special music for 

the summer.  If you feel a calling to serve in one of these 

positions, please contact us.  We would love to find an     

opportunity for you to serve. 

 We are committed to the 11am traditional service 

and the choir.  We intend to hire a director of music.  We 

will share more information about our open position as it 

becomes available. 

NEW DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND                     
FAMILY MINISTRIES 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE FOR                    
SUMMER WORKSHOP 

 On behalf of the Staff-

Parish Relations Committee, 

we are pleased to announce 

that Jacquelyn Stalder has 

been hired as our new Director 

of Youth and Family Minis-

tries, starting June 1, 2016.     

 Jacquelyn is an alum-

nus of our youth program, and 

has worked with our youth the 

last several years at the 

Lakeside for Youth program.  

 She graduates in May 

from Indiana University South 

Bend with a bachelor’s degree 

in social work.  She also played 

basketball for the university. 

 Jacquelyn brings great 

energy, a heart for missions, 

and a vision for development 

of our youth and family pro-

grams.  We are very excited to 

welcome her to our staff. 

DIRECTOR OF         
CHILDREN’S        
MINISTRY 

Christa Quail, who 

has been working on 

a temporary basis as 

our Director of     

Children’s Ministry, 

is continuing in that 

role.  God has blessed 

us with a great staff 

to raise up the next 

generation of      

Christians. 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 

   This preschool year has flown by quickly. Lacey Watkins has been a 

huge asset to me this year and I love working with her ! We can hardly 

believe we are wrapping things up in our busy little classroom. April 

has been fun as we held our annual Trike-a-thon out at the community 

building at the fair grounds. The Kenton Times came out and got a 

great picture of one of our 4 year olds for the newspaper. This even 

raised a little over $1,900.00 for cancer research at St. Jude’s Research 

Hospital.  

   We also had a "Pennies For Patients" fundraiser collecting change for 

the Leukemia Foundation where our total was $239.00. 

   One of our parents  gave us a pizza party for selling so many candy 

bars during our preschool fundraiser. Thanks to all of you who support-

ed us in this event. It is so wonderful to have such a supportive church 

to stand behind the preschool. 

   I was able to attend an administrator workshop in Toledo this April. 

The class training has helped to keep the preschool certified and in 

compliance with the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. 

   We also had an open house on Saturday the 23rd, signing up a dozen 

new students, not including many who are returning from last year. 

Please continue to pray that other students come in our doors and en-

roll for next year. Enrollment packets and brochures are available in the 

office if you or someone you know is interested. Lacey or I would love to 

talk with you. 

   We are looking forward to taking our 4 year old class to the Kenton 

Kindergarten to show them around the school on May 4th.  

   Please feel free to come to our end of the year Spring program and 4 

year old graduation on May 25th at 6:00 here in the sanctuary. 

Thanks again for all your prayers and support and may God bless. 

       Miss Lisa 

A big thank you goes out to 

my church family and our 

wonderful choir for their 

prayers and cards.  And to 

Elizabeth Circle,  the visits, 

food and our course their 

prayers.  Thank you to Pas-

tor Hanover  for his call in-

quiring about my health.  

Prayers do work! 

 Shirley Stauffer 

 

Thank you for the delicious 

dinner you sent us this 

month.  The chicken, fruit 

cup, and cookies were very 

good.  It is always so nice to 

know have us in thought.  

Again, thank you for your 

very kind deed.  

Janet Ralston and Jeff 

 

We appreciate your thoughts 

of us, prayers and actions of 

love.  We appreciate those 

who took the time to prepare 

a feast for us as we spent 

time together remembering 

my mom.  We are thankful 

to be a part of this family in 

Christ.  Also, thanks to Steve 

Oliver and Dwight Brown for 

running the sound board.  

          Abe and Robin Oates 

 

I love you guys very much 

and really like it here. Please 

keep me in your prayers as I 

pray for you  guys everyday.  

Twelve more weeks and I get 

to come home a US Marine.            

 River Oates     3 



5/3 Elinor Barrett 

553 Pattson Ave.  

Kenton 

 

5/6 Marilyn Arn 

14280 SR 67 

Kenton 

 

5/13  Jean Hatcher 

450 Summit St. 

Kenton 

 

5/14 Erma Boysel 

Blanchard House #106 

825 Richard Lane 

Kenton 

 

5/16  Jane McGee 

12149 Pamela Dr. 

Kenton 

 

5/20 Emmy Dunbar 

128 Oak Lane 

MAY SERMON SERIES 

High School 

Trenton Adams 

Brandon Asbury 

William Barrett  

Avery Collins 

Delaney Dearing 

Colin Headings 

Will Hoppe 

Jenna Moore 

Cailyn Morris 

Carrie Morris 

Ryan Oberlitner 

Kirstin Osborn 

Lane White 

College  

Jarod Headings 

Kasey Rawlins 

Jackie Stalder 

Olivia Watkins 

 

Masters 

Brooke Purcell 

Julia Turner 

 

May 8 (Mothers' Day)-Mark 

3:19b-21, 31-35-Thank You to My 

Christian Mothers-Jesus says that 

whoever follows the Word of God 

is his mother, and brother, and 

sister.  So we celebrate all the 

women who have invested in     

children in the church. 

 

May 15 (Pentecost and Confirma-

tion)-Acts 2:1-21     Welcome to the 

Family-As we celebrate Pentecost, 

we realize part of our heritage is 

raising up those in the faith that 

were previously thought unworthy, 

and letting them grow to lead the 

church.  We continue that pattern 

in Confirmation. 

May 22 (Trinity Sunday)-    

John 16:12-15-Spirit Led-As we 

celebrate the Trinity, what does it 

mean to let the Holy Spirit lead us? 

 

May 29-1 Kings 8:20-21, 30-39-

Bad Plans and Great Miracles-

This is the story of Elijah and the 

Priests of Baal.  This showdown is 

a terrible plan, especially as Elijah 

covers the altar with water.  But 

the path forward is not found in 

bad plans, but in relying on the 

great miracles of God. 
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Marilyn Arn 

Teresa Haudenschield  

Karlee Hooker  

Jane McGee 

Christine Stahler  

Sawyer Wright  

Bobbi Tandon 

Peggy Wills  

Karl McNeal 

Bill Hommel  

Pam Tiffany  

Susie Heilman 

Barbara Gault 

Dimitri Costoff 

Tia Reffner 

 
 

Jarrett Jolliff 

Anna       

Longbrake 

Max  

Haushalter 

Mitch        

Jennings 

Lily Osborn 

                      

Mary Heiman 

Callie Wright 

Keegan 

Wright  

Lenore Kohl 

Devan Dulin 



“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
seen.”       Hebrews 11:1 

(Part of a newspaper article from:  The Kenton Democrat, April 29, 1891) 

The magnificent new Methodist Episcopal Church, on the corner of 

Main and North streets, will be dedicated next Sunday, May 3rd.  It is 

beyond doubt one of the finest churches in this section of the State.   

The laying of the corner stone took place on the 18th of May, 1890.  The 

dedication will occur next Sunday, May 3rd, 1891.  This congregation 

certainly have cause to feel proud of their beautiful and substantial 

church edifice.  Indeed it is an honor to our entire city and all feel a just 

pride in possessing such a commodious and magnificent place of wor-

ship, and it will probably remain a monument to the zeal and liberality 

of our people long after all who read this article shall be dead and en-

tirely forgotten. 

 In 1942, the physical appearance 

of the sanctuary of the chancel 

was changed.  During this time, 

the opera-type seating was re-

moved and more pews were in-

stalled. These cushioned pews 

were arranged so that a center 

aisle ran from the back of the 

sanctuary to the chancel. At this 

time the red velour curtains were 

erected to shut off the sanctuary 

into two sections when the whole 

was not needed for service.  

The chancel was entirely rebuilt 

and where the pulpit had been in 

the center of the church, it was 

moved to the south and a lectern 

was placed at the north end. The 

choir was divided into sections on 

the north and south facing each 

other, while it had formerly faced 

the congregation back of the     

pulpit. A new altar was placed 

where the old organ stood and a 

new chancel rail was installed. 

This changed the entire look of 

the sanctuary and is as it appears 

in this year of 1982.   Mrs. John 

Druschel contributed this chancel 

in memory of her husband, John.  

In 1966 a vote was taken to add a 

two story educational unit to the 

south of the church along N. Main 

St. and to include the Morey     

parsonage into the building.   This 

completed building has added 

much to our church and is serving 

well, not only as a Sunday school 

building, but for many purposes 

such as circle meetings, prayer 

meetings, men's breakfast meet-

ings, board or other public meet-

ings as well as summer church 

school.  

In 1973 it was reported that over 

$60,000 of renovations were 

made to the church facilities in-

cluding the basement and kitch-

en.  The Martin house east of the 

church was purchased and        

converted to a concrete parking 

lot.     

   In 1986 a committee was ap-

pointed to determine if a first 

floor fellowship room would be 

feasible to build outside of the 

present structure.  Though there 

was support for it, it was deter-

mined that the physical layout as 

proposed was not possible.  Be-

quest money from the Merriman 

estate along with other funds and 

contributions were used to do 

major remodeling of the chancel 

and other areas of the church. 

The chancel was changed to allow 

the choir to be seated facing the 

congregation.  An elevette was 

installed from the basement to 

the second floor. The administra-

tive offices were remodeled.  New 

carpet and pews were installed.  

The rooms at the rear of the 

church were remodeled and other 

improvements were made.     

THE BUILDING  

REMODELS TO CURRENT SANCTUARY 
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Vacation Bible school 

July 18-22 

9:00– 11:30 

Lunch following 

Register online 

www.groupvbspro.com/ 

vbs/ez/KentonFirstUMC 

 

http://www.groupvbspro.com/


First United Methodist 

Church 

234 N .Main Street      

Kenton 

419-673-3205 

Kentonfirst@gmail.com 

Website: kentonfirst.org 

Reverend Jonathan    

Hanover 

 

Mission Statement:   

To Invite, Disciple, Serve, 

and Send in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING 

   

  9:00  11:00  Offering 

 

April 3 85  100  $8935.00 

April 10 81  116  $6475.00 

April 17 84  113  $3981.35 

April 24 84  123  $5088.00 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

10 Worship 
11:30 lunch 
 

2 

6 Girl Scouts 
7:30 AA 
 

3    5 Girl Scouts 
5 NOC 
6:30 Bells 
6:30 Boy scouts 
7:30 Worship mtg 

4 

6:30 Bible study 

 

5 

7:30 AA 
7:30 Choir 

6 

 

7 

11 AA 
6 Mother Daughter 
Banquet 

8 Mother’s Day 

9 Worship 
10 Sunday school 
11 Worship 

9 
6 Girl Scouts 
7:30 AA 
 

10  
5 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Bells 
6:30 Boy scouts 
7:30 Trustees mtg 

11 

6:30 Bible study 

12 
7:30 AA 
7:30 Choir 

13 14 
11 AA 

15 Confirmation 
 
9 Worship 
10 Sunday school 
11 Worship 

16 
6 Girl Scouts 
7:30 AA 
6:30 Children’s 
Ministry mtg 

17    5 Girl Scouts 
5:30 SPR mtg 
6:30 Bells 
6:30 Boy scouts 
6:30 Youth mtg 

18 

6:30 Bible study 

 

19 
6:00 Preschool mtg 
7:30 AA 
7:30 Choir 

20 21 
11 AA 
12-4 Grad Party 
5:30 Young Adults  

22 Graduation  
 
9 Worship 
10 Sunday school 
11 Worship 

23 
6 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Lead Team 
7:30 AA 

24 
5 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Bells 
6:30 Boy scouts 

25 

6 Preschool Gradu-

ation/Program 

26 
6:30 Kids Club 
7:30 AA 
7:30 Choir 

27 

6-9 Grad Party 

28 
11 AA 

29 
9 Worship 
10 Sunday school 
11 Worship 

30 Memorial Day 
Office Closed 
6 Girl Scouts 
7:30 AA 

31 
5 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Bells 
6:30 Boy scouts 

    

MAY 2016 


