
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SFI, COI, CITI?  It’s all so confusing; just tell me what I need 
to do! 
 
If you are key personnel on a proposal submitted through Sponsored Programs, you MUST complete 
a form for the disclosure of significant financial interest (SFI) for each proposal submission. Section I 
of this form asks six questions regarding your institutional responsibilities as they relate to your 
research obligations for that particular research project. If you answer yes to any of these questions, 
then you must complete Section II of the form and provide additional details regarding the financial 
interest you have disclosed. This disclosure form is forwarded to the Financial Conflict of Interest 
(FCOI) committee, which will determine if the SFI disclosed could reasonably be determined to 
directly, or significantly affect the design, conduct or reporting of the research. If the committee 
determines that a conflict exists, then the committee will work with the researcher to either 
eliminate or manage the conflict. 
 
What do you need to know? 
To learn what is defined as a SFI and what does not need to be disclosed, see page four of the 
Significant Financial Interest Disclosure form. For example, if your spouse works for a movie 
production company and your research is related to molecular compounds then there would be no 
reasonable relevancy. However, if your spouse works for the pharmaceutical company that is funding 
your research, that information should be disclosed to the committee. 
 
CITI COI training. All researchers are encouraged to complete the CITI COI training module within 30 
days of proposal submission. Effective January 1, 2016, funded awards will not proceed with account 
set up until the training has been completed and is documented. Prior to this date, if there is a 
conflict of interest, the training will also be required. 
 
Outside employment activity is a different process from conflict of interest. FAU requires all faculty 
and staff to disclose to the university when they are engaged in outside employment activities. This 
documentation is filed through the Provost’s Office for appropriate review and approval.  
 

For more information, refer to the FCOI page.  
 

 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/0f6883d4401/5643a241-6d70-4e5d-bd05-74e56e709f0a.pdf
http://fau.edu/research/docs/policies/researchint/FCOI_Live_Form_08-26-2015.pdf
http://www.fau.edu/research/conflict_of_interest.php

