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Coastal Systems Science: Applications and Opportunities 
With the progressive shift of population to coastal areas, an increasingly 

large proportion of our societies’ infrastructure and economies are facing 
challenges of a particularly dynamic environment. The coastal zone is an area 
of large gradients across the terrestrial, riverine, marine and atmospheric 
systems. These systems are inherently complex, and interactively coupled 
across a wide range of temporal and spatial scales. This presents opportunities 
to develop, support and convey new knowledge needed to adapt and sustain 
our environment, communities and economy. Programs have begun 
expanding towards broader systems-based approaches. These initiatives are 
finding support from traditional sources of funding as well as consortiums and 
partnerships at state and local levels and through public-private partnerships.  

Coastal Carolina University formed the School of Coastal and Marine 
Systems Science to focus it’s resources on such a systems approach 
interacting broadly with other university partners, federal, state and local 
agencies as well as the private sector. The structure and activities of the School 
parallel several areas active at FAU (e.g. observation systems, environmental 
quality, modeling and exploring renewable energy potential). 

Florida Atlantic University has a range of programs, expertise, initiatives 
and infrastructure working at the forefront in many of these areas. The 
opportunities for further development of synergies within and external to FAU 
are substantial. The university is well poised to further advance its significant 
academic and research presence and contributions into the future. 

 
For additional information about this lecture, please contact: 
Andrea Gonzalez at agonzalez@fau.edu or (561) 297-4759. 

 

Paul T. Gayes, Ph.D. 
Director 

Burroughs and Chapin Center for Marine 
and Wetland Studies 

Palmetto Professor of Marine Science  
and Geology 

Coastal Carolina University 
 

November 19, 2015 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

FAU Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institute* 
5600 US 1 North, LE 103 

Fort Pierce, FL 
 

* Video cast of the lecture will also be 
available at various locations 


