
DATES TO NOTE: 

 

 

Sunday, April 10  

Faith and Science  

Worship & Discussion 

with  

Kirk Wegter-McNelly 

 

 

Saturday, April 16  

Stewardship 101 

Workshop 

9:00 am-12:00 noon 

 

Saturday, April 23  

Spring Concert  

7:30pm 

 

Sunday, April 24  

Welcoming of New 

Members 

 

Save the Date: 

May 14 

Progressive Dinner 

 

Easter Every Day  
 

Recently, I was asked what determines when we 

celebrate Easter Sunday? Before you read any fur-

ther, do you know the answer? 
 

Easter Sunday is held on the first Sunday after the 

first full moon occurring on or after the vernal 

equinox, the moment the Sun crosses the celestial 

equator (the imaginary line in the sky above the 

Earthõs equator) from south to north 

(www.timeanddate.com). In other words, Easter 

Sunday is tied to the transitions of nature so that 

the date moves from year to year. 
 

There are lots of reason why it was set up this 

way. Here are two I like. First, Easter is connected 

to a change in the seasons. Something new is hap-

pening. The world is on the brink of change and 

will look different soon. Second, Easter doesnõt have a specific date. That connects with the 

churchõs view that every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. It isnõt just once a year that we 

celebrate Jesusõ resurrection. Easter is the way we live our faith, ask our questions, offer 

our prayers, gather as the body of Christ, serve in and through our shared ministry, mature 

as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

The Bible never says celebrate Easter on one specific day. Instead, it encourages disciples to 

live Easterõs good news of new life in the resurrection of Jesus Christ everyday. The great-

est way we can do that is to do what the first disciples did. They gave testimony to how 

they saw the Lord. Jesus appeared in all kinds of places ñ in locked rooms, along the road, 

in the midst of fear and doubt, injustice and despair, to people who longed for meaning, 

purpose, wholeness and faith, and certainly in the joys of being found, healings, people being 

feed, the discovery of Godõs way and will. 
 

Where do you see Jesus? How are you experiencing new life in this Easter season? The 

good news of Easter tells us that wherever we look, regardless of what day it is, Jesus is 

there, waiting to be seen, waiting for our eyes to open and see new life and new possibili-

ties. 
 

As you look through this edition of The Disciple newsletter, I hope that your eyes will be 

opened to the wonderful ways God is working through us and calling you into new life and 

encouraging you to be a part of sharing it in your own life and in our life together. Godõs 

new life is at work in us and around us! When I see the breadth and impact of our ministry, 

I canõt help but say, òI have seen the Lord!ó 
 

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!  

 

See you in church, 
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April 2016  
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Easter is Good News for the Earth Too! 
 

One of our traditional Easter hymns goes like this: 

Christ the Lord is risen today! Alleluia! 

All creation, join to say: Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 

Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

As we sang this hymn two Sundays ago, I noticed (maybe for the first time!) that all of creation is called to 

join in singing joyful praise and thanksgiving for Christõs triumph over sin and death. And it struck me that 

Easter isnõt just good news for us human beings, but for all of creation too. 
 

This shouldnõt surprise us. The Bible has told us all along that the salvation offered in Christ isnõt just for us. 

Listen to the following scriptures: 

òFor the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 

for the creation was subjected to futility, 

not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, 

in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay 

and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.ó ~Romans 8:19-21 
 

òFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.ó ~John 3:16 
 

òIn Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself.ó ~2 Corinthians 5:19 
 

òFor in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 

and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.ó ~Colossians 1:19 
 

Godõs plan for salvation includes much more than just Christians or even human beings; it includes the 

whole universe ð the plants and animals, the mountains and seas, the planets and stars ð 

all of it! The abundant, eternal life Jesus promises is not just about us dying and going to 

heaven one day. Itõs actually about all of creation living in communion with God here and 

now. Our ultimate hope in Christõs return and the restoration of Godõs kingdom includes 

the renewal of creation, restoring the vision of paradise we are given at the very begin-

ning in Genesis. As Fletcher Harper writes in GreenFaith: Mobilizing Godõs People to 

Save the Earth, òThe New Testamentõs vision of paradise is one in which people and 

planet live together in well-being, joined in Godõs collective embrace.ó 
 

So why is this important? Well, if weõre going to be Easter people, living the good news of 

Christõs resurrection and new life, then our lives need to 

be good news for the earth too. Just as Christ calls us to 

be his Body here on earth, sharing his grace and compas-

sion, justice and peace with everyone we meet, so are we 

called to live this way toward the earth, caring for creation 

with the same love and care God has shown us, working 

for environmental justice and peace for all of creation. 

This is good news for all and it shapes our life together in 

relationship with God, one another and the world! 



 
Well itõs been a busy start to the year. As mentioned before we 

had a rash of equipment failures in January and they have not let 

up. In late February there was flooding in the Sanctuary basement 

after a heavy rainfall because the sump pump had failed. Thanks 

to Matt Hager and David Lee the unit was quickly replaced at 

minimal cost but we are now looking at installing back up equip-

ment to mitigate future problems. 
 

In tackling our bottomless job jar, the old sink faucets on the 

north wall of the kitchen have been replaced, a new mailbox on 

Crompond Road has been installed and a process has been put  
in place to reset outdoor light timers in the event of a power 

failure. For those who have arrived in the rear parking lot at 

night to find a pitch black environment, we hope that will be the 

last time. 
 

Among the upcoming projects that have not been mentioned in 

this space before are a refurbishment of that same parking area 

and installation of new material and equipment to further reduce 

our heating and electricity bills. A professional energy audit was 

commissioned in February and it identified a number of 

ògreeningó measures that could be undertaken in both the  

church and the manse. 
 

Finally, there are a couple of events that we hope you will mark in 

your calendars. Our annual spring clean-up work party is planned for May 7th with a rain date of May 21st. Also, 

the Battle of Yorktown, a refuse collection on Crompond Road between Route 132 and the Taconic Parkway, is 

planned for April 16th. If either of these are of interest you please reach out to Bud Coccodrilli, Deanna Collins, 

Kirk Larsen or Dave Ramage. 
 

Thanks and peace be with you,  

Dave Ramage   

Hooray! We are an official Earth Care congregation!  

Our church has been certified as an Earth Care Congregation by Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.)'s Environmental Ministries through February 2017. To become an 

Earth Care Congregation, this congregation affirmed the Earth Care Pledge to     

integrate environmental practices and thinking into all facets of its church life and 

completed projects and activities in the fields of worship, education, facilities, and 

outreach. The Earth Care Congregation certification is designed to recognize 

churches that make the commitment to take seriously Godõs charge to òtill and 

keepó the garden. 

òIt is exciting that First Presbyterian Church of Yorktown is dedicated to intentional care of, and action for, 

Godõs earth. The congregationõs activities and commitment will inspire others to answer Godõs call to care for 

the earth,ó says Rebecca Barnes, Associate for Environmental Ministries for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

 
For more information on the Earth Care Congregations program go to www.pcusa.org/earth-care-congregations. 
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Operations 

Jose begins repair work following a heavy wind 

storm that caused a shutter on the west side of 

the Sanctuary to come free from its mooring, 

breaking 6 window panes & cracking 8 others�X 


