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tongues.” This order is established according 

to the different gifts of the Spirit. Which we 

can have. 
Thus, after Jesus ascends, He sends the Spirit 

with power to continue doing His work 

through His people and to maintain an order-

ly Church. We strive for this as His Body.  
Yet the Spirit does much more. “Through the  

Holy Spirit” writes Basil, “comes our resto-

ration to paradise, our ascension to the King-
dom of heaven, our adoption as God’s sons, 

our freedom to call God our Father, our be-

coming partakers of the grace of Christ, shar-
ing in eternal glory and our inheritance of the 

fullness of blessing in this world and the 

world to come.” 

So important to the spiritual life of the Chris-
tian is the Holy Spirit that everyone baptized 

and chrismated into the Orthodox faith re-

ceives the seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
At Jesus’s baptism, the Holy Spirit in the 

form of a dove descended upon His head.    

The Holy Spirit then sets order, gives gifts, 
provides grace and strength for the Christian 

life.  The Spirit continues God’s work. “If we 

live by the Spirit let us be guided by the Spir-

it.” (Galatians 5:25). 

Our work then as servants of the Lord relies 

on the Holy Spirit, which  we receive freely 

through the Sacraments and by the Grace of 

God. Just as the disciples became apostles at 

Pentecost, we too are called to go forth with 

inspiration and power.   

We have been given the jolt forward! 

 

 

 

 

Do you recall when you were sixteen or 
so your driver’s education teacher relin-

quishing the steering wheel to you at 

some point and telling you that you are 
driving under your own power?  The same 

happened when you were learning to ride 

a bicycle. Eventually you pedaled under 

your own power, keeping your balance 
and moving along. But in the beginning, 

you got a push, a jolt forward and some 

encouragement too. Jesus did the same 
by the Holy Spirit fifty days after Pascha 

(Easter) at Pentecost, for His disciples. He 

gives them strength from above, the Holy 
Spirit, Whom He sent with power. Before 

the Lord ascended He had breathed the 

Holy Spirit upon them but at Pentecost 

came a fiery Holy Spirit. According to the 
Book of Acts, the Spirit rested on the dis-

ciples’ heads as fiery tongues- a divine 

inspiration indeed! They began to do great 
things.  

We do not realize it but many times we 

see an actor or an athlete or hear a musi-
cian and we exclaim, “I was inspired!”  

“Inspiration” means the spirit of the per-

formance or performer filled us. It was a 

new breath that enlivened us. So too the 
disciples were inspired by the Lord’s 

sending of the Holy Spirit to them.  

Saint Basil the Great in the 4th century 
wrote about the Holy Spirit’s presence in 

all actions of Jesus. The Spirit was with 

Jesus in the wilderness when He was 

tempted, when Jesus cast out demons, 
when He performed miracles, etc. As the 

third person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy 

Spirit is inseparable yet distinct from Je-
sus, the second person. 

The Holy Spirit, wrote Saint Basil, sets 

the Church in order.  “Because God has 
appointed first in His Church apostles, 

second prophets, third teachers, then mira-

cle workers, then healers, helpers, admin-

istrators, speakers in various kinds of  

Parish Life  JUNE 2015 

SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

467 GRANDVIEW AVENUE, WYCKOFF,  NEW JERSEY 07481 

 

Rev. Economos Basil C. Gikas 

WWW.STNICHOLASNJ.ORG 201 652 4774     volume 16, ISSUE 6 

Special Points of Interest 

 Kali Parea Mtg, June 2 

 GOYA Last Mtg, June 9 

 Philoptochos Year-End Mtg, 

June 9 

 Charity Golf Classic, June 22 

 Hope & Joy Event, June 28 

Enclosures/Flyers 

 June Calendar  

 Golf Outing Letter & Flyer  

 

 



PAGE  2 PARISH LIFE  JUNE 2015 

SAINT NICHOLAS  

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
467 Grandview Avenue 

Wyckoff, NJ 07481 
Tel.:  (201) 652-4774 * Fax:  (201) 652-0789 

Website:  www.stnicholasnj.org 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 SPRING HOURS 
Orthros 9:00 AM 

Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Rula Thasites, Parish Administrator 

E-mail:  office@stnicholasnj.org 
 

 

 FACILITY MANAGER   
Philip Vogis 

E-mail:  Phil@stnicholasnj.org 
 
 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Rev. Economos Basil C. Gikas 
E-mail:  frbill@stnicholasnj.org 

 

 

EDITOR 

TBA 
 

 

EDITORIAL STAFF 
Rula Thasites 
Philip Vogis 

 

 

ADVERTISING AGENT 
Philip Vogis 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Spiritual Advisor 

Rev. Economos Basil C. Gikas 
 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
                  

Evans Agrapidis                    Elizabeth Koykas 

James Coromilas                Angelo Lefer 
James Giokas                Steve Limperopulos 
George Goudelias                  Claire Melissas 
Ron Grant                 Manny Toskos 
Rea Hunter                             Nick Pirsos 
Nick Karras                Jon Zymaris 
Arthur Kominos                 

 

PARISH LIFE CONTRIBUTORS 
Parish Council:  Evans Agrapidis 
Philoptochos: Genny Manuel 
Religious Education (Sunday School): Jon Zymaris 
GOYA: Christina Vittas 
Greek School: Angela Bachardy & Kathy Van Dine 
Kali Parea (Senior Fellowship): May Grammatikos 

AHEPA:  George Gasparis 
Daughters of  Penelope: Athena Katsaros 
Youth Corner: Sam Williams 
 

Please support our advertisers.  
They make our  newsletter possible. 

To place ads, e-mail Phil at phil@stnicholasnj.org 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Dear Saint Nicholas Parishioners, 
 

 One of the highlights involving several Parish Coun-
cil members during the past month was the Clergy-Laity conference 

which was held at the Venetian in Garfield on May 11-12. It was an 

impressive event hosted by the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New 
Jersey. Representatives from many of the churches of our Metropolis 

attended the conference to share ideas to improve and expand our 

church ministries and communities, promote Hellenism and share in 

the spirit which is the foundation for the Greek Orthodox Communi-
ty. 

 During one of the workshops which I attended the concept of 

stewardship and the financial stability of churches in general was dis-
cussed. Ideally, the goal of stewardship is to reach a point where 

100% of the budget of our church is carried by stewardship contribu-

tions. Once that goal is achieved proceeds from our fundraisers could 

be used to improve our church and its various programs. In our cur-
rent financial state, most churches need fundraisers in order to meet 

our budget and ordinary expenses. This is quite a burden on our com-

munity. Due to inflation and the passage of time expenses increase at 
a far greater rate than increases in stewardship, basket collections and 

candle donations. In other words, $1 or $1000 is worth far less now 

than it was 10-15 years ago. How do we communicate this point to 
our community? It is important that we all make the appropriate ad-

justments in our contributions for the passage of time. We should all 

self-assess and truly do what is required in order to help the financial 

growth of our community. I am confident that we will all contribute 
our "fair share" and make the appropriate adjustments. 

 I believe that we left the Clergy-Laity convention with a re-

newed and revitalized spirit of stewardship and sense of commitment 
and dedication to the divine and universal mission of the Orthodox 

Church. The Kingdom is the Church of God. 

  
God Bless our Saint Nicholas Community, 
 

Evans C. Agrapidis 
Parish Council President 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR JUNE 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES: JUNE 7ST, 14TH  , 21ST   

                                      9:00am Orthros & 10:00am Divine Liturgy   

  

SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS ON SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH  

8:30am Orthros & 9:30am Divine Liturgy   

   

JUNE 29TH: SAINTS PETER AND PAUL 
9:00am Orthros & 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 

JUNE 30TH: SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY APOSTLES    
                                        9:00am Orthros & 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
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If you are a male, 9 years of age or older, baptized and/or 

chrismated in the Orthodox Church and in good standing, 

you are invited to serve in God’s altar. An “Acolyte” is 

one who follows in the priest’s footsteps and serves 

Christ with obedience, humility and diligence. Contact 

Fr. Bill Gikas or Mr. Sam Williams to learn more at 

frbill@stnicholasnj.org or youth@stnicholasnj.org. 

On Sunday April 26th, HOPE & JOY gathered to paint 

pottery just in time for Mother's Day! The Pottery Bisque 
It, a mobile pottery studio, came to our Fellowship Hall 

to help us paint our very own piece of art. We had many 

pieces to choose from, and each person was able to 
choose their favorite(s) to paint. Afterwards, The Pottery 

Bisque It took all of our work to glaze and fire each piece 

for us. This was a fun yet calming experience for every-

one! Our next HOPE & JOY event will be on Sunday, 
June 28th. Stay tuned for details!  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

On April 18th the St. Nicholas GOYA participated in a 

service project called Rebuilding Together. While there 
the GOYAns cleaned, painted, peeled wallpaper, did yard 

work, and helped rebuild an elderly woman’s home in 

Hackensack. The GOYAns truly enjoyed their time doing 

their part in serving their community.  
 May 3rd was the GOYA’s annual Mother’s Day 

Plant Sale. Many thanks go out to all who participated in 

the fund raiser and took home one of the beautiful flowers 
and herbs.  The GOYA raised over $500 in their sale. 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 During this memorial weekend the Wyckoff 
GOYAns will be heading off to Monmouth University for 

the annual GOYA Olympics!  The GOYAns will be com-

peting in various track and field events, co-ed volleyball, 

and swimming. This is a highly anticipated event where 
the GOYAns are able to dorm overnight at the university 

and have fun at a great dance on Saturday night. Everyone 

cannot wait to compete and cheer on their fellow 
GOYAns!  

 May 29th and 30th will be the dates or this year’s 

Bridges Outreach. GOYAns will be preparing over 300 
lunches and care packages for the homeless in local com-

munities. Once prepared, a group of GOYAns will be se-

lected to distribute the lunches to those in need.  

 Sam Williams will be hosting the monthly synaxis 
on June 3rd. All are welcome for fun discussion and some 

food! 

 Nothing is better than some homemade loukou-
mades! On June 7th the GOYA will be having a fund-raiser 

selling loukoumades in the parish center after church.  

 The final GOYA meeting of the year will be on 

June 9th at 7:30pm in the parish center. As always, all are 
welcome! At this meeting the election results will be    

announced for next year’s GOYA officers’ positions.  
 

 

 

GOYA (TEEN MINISTRY) 

HOPE AND JOY MINISTRY 

Maritza John, from The 

Pottery Bisque It, made our 

day extra special.   

ARE YOU A LEADER? ACOLYTES WANTED!  

HOPE & JOY    

We had a lot of 

pottery options!  

 

HOPE & JOY 

Everyone was able to paint their 

favorite piece.  

EVI MANOUSSAKIS AND LUCAS SHOSHILOS (OUR GOYANS) 

PARTICIPATING IN THE REBUILDING TOGETHER  

SERVICE PROJECT 
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On Monday, May 11, 2015 our Metropolitan Evangelos 
presented  awards to Betty Pappas our Philoptochos hon-

oree, John Zannikos, our parish honoree, Dita Nickles, 

our elder honoree, Jim Giokas our parish council honoree 
and Maria Manoussakis our GOYA honoree.   

Congratulations!  
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OUR GOYA  

PARTICIPATES  
 

IN THE  

REBUILDING  

TOGETHER  

SERVICE PROJECT 

METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY   

2015 CLERGY-LAITY ASSEMBLY HONOREES 

MRS. BETTY PAPPAS, OUR PHILOPTOCHOS HONOREE 

RECEIVES HER AWARD FROM  

HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN EVANGELOS    

MR. JOHN ZANNIKOS OUR PARISH HONOREE WITH 

HIS SPOUSE MRS. JUNE ZANNIKOS  

MR. JIM GIOKAS,  
 

OUR PARISH COUNCIL  

HONOREE 
 

WITH HIS  

EMINENCE  

METROPOLITAN  

EVANGELOS    

MRS. DITA NICKLES, OUR ELDER HONOREE 

RECEIVES HER AWARD FROM  

HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN EVANGELOS    
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LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY 

We would like to thank everyone who participated and 
volunteered for our special Fellowship Hour for Au-

tism Awareness.  Due to your generosity, we were 

able to make a donation to an Autism Program.   

Please join us for the annual Philoptochos End of the 

Year Party! It will be held at Varka in Ramsey at 7 pm 

on June 9th.  The cost will be $45 per person.  Please 

look for announcements in the Sunday Bulletin and an 

email from St. Nicholas with all the details on how to 

reserve your spot.  This is a very important dinner to at-

tend because we will be achieving the following: 

Voting on our Annual End of Year Giving 

Voting on the new Philoptochos Board who will 

serve a 2 year term 

Celebrating the wonderful accomplishments of this 

past year 

Please join us for a lovely evening and vote!   

Remember, you must be a paid Philoptochos member in 

order to cast a vote. If you have not yet paid your annual 

dues, please do so before the June End of Year Party.   

Your membership dues of $40 annually are used to fulfill 

our local and national philanthropic commitments. To 

become a member, simply contact membership coordi-

nator, Tammy Spyropoulos at 201-934-5139.  

Please come and celebrate a spectacular year of sharing, 

giving and fellowship at the End of Year Party.  We are a 

fantastic group of women and have so many accomplish-

ments to celebrate.  See you there! 

Although we will be taking a break from our meetings 

over the summer months, Philoptochos will not be taking 

a vacation.  Now, more than ever, we will need your help 

in donating supplies for the Mahwah Food Bank.  In ad-

dition for non-perishable food, we will be collecting 

school supplies.  Please place these donations in the re-

ceptacles at St. Nicholas. 

Have a fun and safe summer and we look forward to see 

you in the Fall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FR. BILL AND FR. JIM 

 WITH OUR PHILOPTCHOS AND PARISH COUNCIL 

HONOREES 

MS. MARIA MANOUSSAKIS,  
 

OUR GOYA HONOREE 
 

WITH HER DAD AND MOM 
 

AND  

TERI LIMPEROPULOS  

FR. BILL WITH OUR HONOREES AND THEIR GUESTS 

ENJOPYING THE MOMENT!  

  

CONGRATULATIONS!  

 

Να ειστε παντα Αξιοι! 

(May you always be worthy!)  
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HAPPY FATHER’S DAY  
 

The idea of honoring parents stems from Holy Scripture. 
   

“Honor thy Father and thy Mother”  

is one of the Ten Commandments.   

 
The father’s role as provider and head of the family is 

one that complements mother’s leadership and love in the 

home.   
We need to thank our fathers for their love and concern, 

as well as for their leadership in our families.   

JUNE 2015 PARISH LIFE 

LADIES PRAYER GROUP 

A handful of ladies meet regularly in the Theotokos 
Chapel of our Church on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of 

each month. The quiet time has proven to strengthen 

our faith.  We welcome and encourage all ladies who 

are interested in a time of dedicated prayer and fellow-
ship to join us.  The answered prayers we are witness 

to are countless.  If you have any prayer requests, 

please call the parish office or Irene Ayvas at 201-803-
2307, and the ladies will gladly add the requests to our 

ongoing list.    

Since snow finally decided not to torment us any long-
er, Kali Parea resumed their monthly meetings. On 

April 21st, it was a lovely day, we gathered in our Fel-

lowship Hall for our first meeting in three months. 

Father Bill gave the blessing and we began our usual 
fanfare: A great lunch, wine, soda, desserts and our 

wonderful comradeship. 

We continued our happy hour by watching a movie 
called “Shall we Dance?” by the Greek writer/director 

Robert Karountzos. This is the same writer/director 

who produced the movie “Christmas with the Ka-
rountzoses”, which was shown this past December at 

the Westwood Theater. 

“Shall we Dance” is a nice story about a young man 

who gets into trouble with the law and is sentenced to 
300 hours of community service. Since he is a dance 

teacher, the judge instructs him to teach senior citizens 

how to dance. I will leave the rest of the movie to your 
imagination. A nice afternoon well spent! 

On Thursday, May 5th, Kali Parea held their last offi-

cial meeting for the year. Sam gave the blessing and 
we enjoyed a lovely lunch. We discussed plans for the 

year 2015/2016: On Tuesday, October 6th our picnic 

will be at the Wyckoff Environmental Center, trips 

movies etc. Our last meeting will be on Tuesday, June 
2nd at the Pear and Plum Restaurant in Wyckoff. Join 

us! Please call Virginia Karalis at 201-818-2370 or 

Angie Milcos at 845-357-3257 for reservations.         

KALI PAREA (GOOD COMPANY) 

SUMMER CAMPS 

Save the Dates  
 

CAMP GOOD SHEPHERD (CGS)  

(Linwood MacDonald YMCA in Branchville NJ)  

Camp Good Shepherd (CGS) is an overnight Orthodox 

Christian summer camp experience that features faith, 
fellowship and fun!  

Session 1: ages 8-12 (JOY) July 12-18 

Session 2: GOYA Week 1 ages 12-18 July 19-25  

 

Session 3: GOYA Week 2 ages 12-18 July 26-Aug. 1  

 
For more information, contact Sam Williams at 

youth@stnicholasnj.org.  

 

 

VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL (AUGUST 3-7) 

Saint Nicholas VCS returns this year, for five days!  

We are excited for another fun and educational week! 
Stay tuned for registration information.  

 

If you have any questions, contact Sam Williams at 
youth@stnicholasnj.org. 

 

 

IONIAN VILLAGE Spiritual Odyssey (June 1-11)  
This program, part of Ionian Village, is for those aged 

19-24. The IV camp will be the home base,  

but participants will travel to holy sites around Greece.  
Total cost (including airfare) is $2500.  

To register, go to www.ionianvillage.org 

mailto:youth@stnicholasnj.org
mailto:youth@stnicholasnj.org
http://www.ionianvillage.org
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You are cordially invited to the  

19th Annual St. Nicholas Charity Golf Classic to  be 
held at The Haworth Golf Club, Haworth, New Jersey 

on Monday, June 22, 2015.  
 

The proceeds from this event will support the Church 
sponsored charities, ministries and activities. How can 

you HELP our church’s efforts? In addition to golfer reg-

istration, there are a variety of sponsorship opportunities 
available. Please remember you do not have to be a golfer 

to show your support by making a monetary donation or 

purchasing a sponsorship. As part of our prize selections 
we will be preparing Gift Baskets. We are in need of do-

nations of wine, dry goods (i.e. crackers, fruits) to include 

in these baskets. Also restaurant gift certificates, sporting 

event and concert tickets would be very much appreciat-
ed. Drop off donations to the office or our table set up in 

the Parish Center during Fellowship Hour on Sundays.  

Your generosity will be appreciated! For additional infor-
mation contact Claire Melissas at 201-742-5521  

or  happyfaceyiayia@aol.com  

 

 

 

Thank you to all who supported our fund-raiser at the 

Blue Moon Café last month and to our co-chairlady, Sis-
ter Betty Pappas for vigorously promoting this event. Her 

hard work (along with your appetites for delicious Mexi-

can food) helped make this fund-raiser, our final project 

for the year, a huge success. 
 

Our Book Club met on May 26 at which time we dis-

cussed Strapless (a book of non-fiction about the famous 
or, infamous, Madame X) by Deborah Davis. This month 

we are deep into a story about the building of a grand 

mausoleum as a testament to the marvel of the love 
shared by the Emperor of Hindustan and his wife. In his 

Beneath a Marble Sky, John Shors relates the story of 

the world renowned Taj Mahal through the voice of Prin-

cess Jahanara, the daughter of the Emperor and his wife. 
 

The Knitting Crowd continues to meet every other 

Tuesday afternoon from 1:30pm to 3:30pm. This month, 
we will meet the afternoons of June 9 and 23.  The Knit-

ting Crowd PLUS will meet on June 11, 6:30pm to 

8:30pm. Lessons are available as are patterns. Please let 
Athena Katsaros know if you would like to join the Knit-

ting/Crocheting Crowd (afternoon sessions), the 

‘Knitting Crowd PLUS’ (evening session), or if you 

would like to knit/crochet for us in the comfort of your 

own home. Also, let Athena know if you need yarn or if 

you have yarn to donate. Her phone number is: (201) 261

-0809 

 

This is the final Newsletter that I am writing as President 

of our Agape Chapter 336 … My 3-year term, like all 
good things, is coming to an end. Although I was a 

‘reluctant’ president when first approached to take the 

position, I must admit that I have learned a great deal, 
made many new friends, am confident that I did make a 

positive contribution and am leaving with a measure of 

sadness. I am very grateful for all the help and encour-
agement that I have received from the members of the 

Agape Chapter Board, as well as my sisters in our chap-

ter. I am also grateful to all of you who participated in 

our fund-raising endeavors and helped us achieve our 
goals of philanthropy and education support.  

 

In the past 3 years, because of your support we were able 
to give out $7500 in educational scholarships and grants. 

Our donations to worthy causes flew out almost as soon 

as the money was deposited into our bank account, and 
our causes have been very diverse … from gravely ill 

fellow-parishioners to people plagued by hunger due to 

the economic situation in Greece, from victims of Hurri-

cane Sandy to children with autism in Bergen County, 
from supporting ‘oases’ for abused women like Penelope 

Place and Penelope House, in America and the WIN Hel-

las Domestic Violence Hotline in Athens, Greece to sup-
porting Greek Orthodox orphanages in Thessaloniki, 

Guatemala and Sierra Leone, as well as our very own St 

Basil’s. We sponsored Lenten Speakers at our home 

church of St Nicholas and supported our GOYANS while 
we also helped fund Cancer Reseach projects, in addition 

to the Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA) and 

the Sjogren’s Syndrome Foundation. Thank you! As my 
mother would have said, “I wish you του κοσμου τα 

καλα!” 

 
“Kali Dynami!” to the incoming Agape Chapter Board, 

President Effie Stratis, Vice President Thalia Kala-

marides, Treasurer Alice Eliades and Corresponding Sec-

retary Teri Limperopulos. 
 

If you would like to join our Agape Chapter, please con-

tact our Vice President, Thalia Kalamarides, at thaliac-
leo@aol.com. If you would like to know more about the 

Daughters of Penelope or any of our charities, kindly 

contact President Effie Stratis at dopagapepresi-
dent@gmail.com 

 

JUNE 2015 PARISH LIFE 

2015 SAINT NICHOLAS CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC  

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE 

mailto:happyfaceyiayia@aol.com
mailto:thaliacleo@aol.com
mailto:thaliacleo@aol.com
mailto:dopagapepresident@gmail.com
mailto:dopagapepresident@gmail.com
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Both had become very old and still had no children. St 
Zechariah was of the priestly class, and one day he was in 

the Temple offering up the incense and he saw a vision.   

The Archangel Gabriel appeared on the right side of the 

altar, and told St Zechariah that God had heard his prayers 
and that his wife would conceive a child. Gabriel told him 

that his name would be John, that he would be devoted to 

God completely and that he would lead the Jews back to 
God. His son would be filled with the Holy Spirit, even 

from the time he was in Elizabeth’s womb. 

St Zechariah doubted the words of the angel and didn’t 
have the faith to believe that God could cause two elderly 

people to have a child. Because of his lack of faith, Gabri-

el tells St Zechariah that he would not be able to speak 

until his son was born.  Shortly after this, the Virgin Mary 
– who was a relative of St Elizabeth – conceived Jesus by 

the Holy Spirit. When St Elizabeth was six months preg-

nant, the pregnant Virgin Mary came to visit her. As soon 
as St Elizabeth heard the voice of the Virgin Mary, St John 

leapt in her womb. St Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit and called out with the famous prayer to the 
Panagia, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 

the fruit of your womb!”  

Finally, the day came for St John to be born. This was a 

great day for St Elizabeth, because she had felt ashamed 
all of her life for not having any children. Now, all of her 

neighbors and relatives rejoiced with her! According to the 

Jewish practice (which the Orthodox Church continues to 
this day), the new born baby did not receive his name until 

the eight day. Everyone expected the baby to be named 

Zechariah after his father, but St Elizabeth said his name 

would be John. Everyone looked to St Zechariah, who was 
still unable to speak, to confirm what St Elizabeth was 

saying, so he wrote on a tablet “His name is John.” As 

soon as this happened, he was able to speak again.  
We can learn from St Zechariah and St Elizabeth to live 

our lives devoted to God in prayer. They trusted in His 

will for their lives, even in the midst of being rejected by 
those around them for remaining childless. But even 

though he prayed for a son, St Zechariah seems to have 

lost some faith that God could or would grant his prayer. 

Despite his moment of doubt, God still blessed his family 
with the honor of being St John the Baptist’s parents. We 

don’t need to be ashamed of our moments of doubt; but St 

Zechariah still doubted when face to face with the Archan-
gel Gabriel! Sometimes, like St Zechariah, we can experi-

ence doubt, but we are given time to understand – through 

prayer – how God is working in our lives. God is just as 
active today as He was on the day St John the Baptist was 

born. Take courage from the story of St John’s birth to 

know the power of God and the strength that comes from 

persistent prayer.  
 

YOUTH CORNER 

Sam Williams    
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT  MINISTRIES 

CHURCH REGISTRY 

 

BAPTISMS 
 

On April 25th, 2015, Antonia Ella Iglesias, the daughter of 
Matthew and Kristina was baptized. Katharine (Touris) 

Miros was the sponsor. 

 
On April 26th, 2015, Nicole Diamond Zoumas, the  

daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth was baptized.  

Maria (Stavrou) Worth was the sponsor. 
 

On May 3rd, 2015, Vivian Mary Ferguson, the daughter of 

Robert and Mary was baptized. Claudine  

(Zervas) Manetas was the sponsor. 
 

On May 17th, 2015, Stella Penelope Zarwi, the daughter 

of Alexander and Nicolle was baptized.  Alexandra  
Devaris Morgulis was the sponsor. 

 

On May 17th, 2015, Bianca Lucinda Scott, the daughter of 
Masiah and Nikki was baptized. Helen (Pilarinos Livos) 

Pieri was the sponsor. 

 
 

FUNERAL 
 

On May 9th, 2015, Marguerite (Haniotis) Merrell, beloved 

mother to Constantine, Spyro and Elizabeth Lenas fell 
asleep in the Lord.  

 

Eternal be her memory. 

THE BIRTH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST  
 

On June 24th, the Orthodox Church celebrates the birth 

of St John the Baptist. The story of his conception and 
birth remind us of the importance of persistent prayer, of 

trust in God in the midst of doubt, and of faith that in 

God all things are possible. 
The story of St John’s conception and birth are found in 

the first chapter of the Gospel according to St Luke.  We 

read that St John’s parents were named Zechariah and 

Elizabeth.  
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For 24/7 pre-approvals go to: 

https://alefer.njlenders.com/ 

CHARLES TSAKRIOS, JR., M.D. 
Diplomate of American Board of  

Ophthalmology 

 

OPHTHALMOLOGY 

 
              EYE PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 

 
Telephone (201) 445.1991        89 North Maple Avenue 

Hours by Appointment             Ridgewood, NJ  07450 

 

 

Adult & Pediatric Complete Eye Care 

No Stitch Cataract Surgery 

Laser Surgery  - Glaucoma 

Contact Lenses - Optical Shop 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a Gym and a Fellowship Hall 

available for 

rental for all occasions. 

Please contact Phil at 201.652.4774 x13 or 

E-mail him at Phil@stnicholasnj.org 

 

SUMMER HOURS BEGIN   
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2015 
 

ORTHROS AT 8:30AM &  

DIVINE LITURGY AT 9:30AM   
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We have a Gym and a  

Fellowship Hall  

available for 

rental for all occasions. 
 

 
Please contact  

Phil at 201.652.4774 x 13 or 

E-mail him at Phil@stnicholasnj.org 

 

LIFE ENHANCEMENT 

CHIROPRACTIC 

 

Dr. George E. Logothetis D.C. 
 

68 Summit Avenue 

Hackensack, NJ  07601 

 

201.489.1500 
 

 

Relief Care, Wellness Care, Injury Care, Better 

Health, Better Life,  

For All People, All Ages,  

All Reasons 

 

 

A PLACE FOR HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

 

Attention! Advertisers! Attention! 
 

New Advertising Rates and Ad Sizes are available.  
 

Contact Phil Vogis at 

Phil@stnicholasnj.org  to place an ad. 
 

Thank You! 

 

PARISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2015 
 

AT 12:30PM  
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LEANZA & AGRAPIDIS 

ATTORNEYS FOR PERSONAL 

INJURY 
 

 

EVANS C. AGRAPIDIS 
 

 

 

3232 KENNEDY BLVD. 

JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY  07306 

TEL: 201.656.7828 

FAX: 201.656.7897 
www.leanzaagrapidis.com 

 

      HASBROUCK HEIGHTS           NEW YORK 

 777 TERRACE AVENUE, 5TH FLOOR    521 FIFTH AVENUE, 17TH 
FLOOR 

 HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NJ  07064        NEW YORK, NEW YORK  10175 

         TEL: 201.288.0500         TEL: 212.406.3911 

         FAX: 201.288.0576 

We have a Gym and a Fellowship Hall 

available for 

rental for all occasions. 

 

Please contact Phil at 201.652.4774 x13 or 

E-mail him at Phil@stnicholasnj.org 

SAS INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 
 

Auto  Homeowner  Commerical  Life 
 

Michael Symeonides, CIC 
 

233 Kearny Avenue                                                                         201.997.2360 

P.O. Box 1147                                                                 Fax: 201.997.1115 

Kearny, NJ  07032         

Email:michael@sasinsurance.com            www.sasinsurance.com 

Tirreno's Pizzeria 
 

  Bar and Restaurant 
 
 

Eat in or Take out 
 
 

We Deliver!! 
 
 

8 E. Ramapo Ave. 
Mahwah, NJ 07430 

 
 

201.529.4373 

 NEW JERSEY HELLENIC 

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 

Association, Inc. 

194 THE PLAZA, Teaneck, NJ  07666 

 

Calling all Doctors, Nurses 

Chiropractors, Dentists, Surgeons, Health 

Care Professionals and Students, etc. 

 

The New Jersey Hellenic 

Health Professionals is a  

wonderful organization for you 

 

Please call 862.200.5454 

 

Dr. Mike Benetatos 

http://www.leanzaagrapidis.com
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     Mr. N Desktop Training Center, LLC 
                                                   

Microsoft Office 2010 

 

Classes are held:   Abundant Life Reformed Church 
             475 Lafayette Avenue 

           Wyckoff, NJ  07481           
 

For more information: 

Visit my Website:    

MrNDesktopTraining.com 

or 

Call 201-321-3493 

 Roy J. Nagelhout {Owner & Instructor) 

   

A FURNITURE GUY 
 

 

Restore and Refinish Furniture 
 

Also Repair 

  •CHAIRS: Reglue, Cane, Rush 

  •IN HOME: Nicks, Dents, Scratches 
 

  FREE Estimates, Pick-up & Delivery 
 

201.704.0696 
 

David Maikisch • Vasilia Pappas Maikisch 

   

   

 

 
122 Moonachie Avenue               Tel:  201.939.9233 
Moonachie, NJ  07074                 Fax: 201.939.6118 

 

www.thegraycliff.com 
 

Weddings & Banquets          Business & Social Functions 

   

The Ridge 
Diner Restaurant 

 

125 Kinderkamack Road 

Park Ridge, NJ  07656 
 

Phone:  201.391.4242 

Fax:  201.782.0326 
 

Open 7 Days 

   

 
Wedding and Event Photography 
Affordable Packages for any Occasion 

 

Kenneth R. Worth 
PHOTOGRAPHER       201.679.8757 

 
WWW.WORTHYPHOTOGRAPHY.COM 

Market Basket 
 

Fine Catering, Prime Meats 
Delicatessen, Baker, Gourmet 
Foods, Fish, Fresh Produce 

 

813 Franklin Lakes Rd. 
Franklin Lakes 
201.891.1329 

 

300 Sicomac Ave., Wyckoff 
201.891.1212 

   

The Village Grille 
Restaurant Bar 

 

71 Crescent Avenue 

Waldwick, NJ  07463 
 

Phone:  201.670.8200 
 
 

Open 7 Days 



800 Ridgewood Road 

Washington Township 

New Jersey  07676 
 

Tel:  201.358.6330 

Fax:  201.358.6796 

www.bacarigrill.com   
 

Eclectic American Cuisine 

with Seasonal Charm 
 

Private Banquet Rooms from 25 to 100 people 
 

Dr. Steven L. Nickles 
Board Certified Family Physician 

 

Valley Diagnostic Medical Center 

581 North Franklin Turnpike 

Ramsey, NJ  07446 
 

201.324.0500 
 

Hours: by appointment only 

ANITA TIRE 
 

Passenger, Truck & Trailer 
Expert Wheel Alignment & Brake Service 
Oil Lube 
 

678 Westwood Avenue 
Rivervale, NJ  07675 

201.664.2882 
Fax:  201.666.3904 

 
Aristotle Manetas 

Dr. Elaine Alicakos 
Podiatric Medicine & Surgery 

 

400 Franklin Turnpike, Suite 200 
Mahwah, NJ  07430 

 

201.749.5848 
 

  GOLD  STAR 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING, LLC 

********** 

RINGWOOD, NJ - LIC # 13397 A 

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
 

PHIL BUFIS - PRESIDENT 
 

BUS: 973.962.6757  CELL: 201.264.1802 

ALEXANDRA PFLAGER DESIGNS 
 

PERSONALIZED FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
ALEXANDRA PFLAGER 

201.327.1807 
201.248.7734 

 

ALEXPFLAGER@YAHOO.COM 

 

 

Vander Plaat Funeral Home, LLC 

of Wyckoff 
 

257 Godwin Avenue 

Wyckoff, New Jersey  07481 
 

Phone:  201.891.3400 

Fax:  201.652.4230 

 


