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The eighth week of the 2016 legislative session began Day 30, Crossover Day.  Cross-
over Day is typically one of the longest days of our legislative session and this year was 
no exception as the Senate passed a number of measures during 9 hours of floor de-
bate. We worked tirelessly to ensure that meaningful and significant legislation had a 
chance to be heard and voted on by the full body of the Senate. All measures passed 
now await their fate in the House Chamber, who must vote on the legislation prior to 
midnight on Day 40.   

Alternative Education Program Attendance Limits and Guidelines 
Senate Bill 328, will clarify that disruptive students between the ages 6 to 16 are re-
quired to be sent to an alternative school instead of expulsion or suspension. With the 
exception of serious offenses such as physical assault or possession of illegal drugs, a 
student may spend no more than two consecutive semesters in an alternative school. 
 
Retirement Plan Options for Georgia Municipal Employees 
Senate Bill 336, will improve options for creating and implementing retirement plans 
under the Georgia Municipal Employees Benefit System (GMEBS). GMEBS would be 
authorized to administer benefits for retirement plans through a centralized system 
 
Changing Objectives and Policies for Local School Boards of Education  
Senate Bill 357, which passed unanimously, would revise the state defined objectives of 
school boards members and would require boards of education to create code of con-
duct and conflict of interest policies. 
 
Regulation of Advertising for Certified Physicians 
 The unanimous passage of Senate Bill 385 works toward establishing guidelines for 
advertising as a certified or board certified physician. This proposal would require that 
advertisements contain the full name of the certifying board, which must also be a 
member of the American Board of Medical Specialties or the American Osteopathic As-
sociation. 
 
Prohibition of New Licenses for Narcotic Treatment Programs  
The Senate took a stand with Senate Bill 402 to establish a State Commission on Nar-
cotic Treatment Programs. This bill will enact a moratorium on issuing licenses to any 
new narcotic treatment clinics in the state as this commission and the regulatory 
framework to support it is being organized. 
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Off-Duty Use of State Vehicles by Law Enforcement 
Senate Bill 404 allows uniformed officers to use Department of Public Safety issued ve-
hicles when working off-duty jobs requiring vested police powers. 
 
Posting Toll-Free Number to Report Child Abuse  
Senate Bill 409 to instructs public schools, including charter schools, to post a sign 
containing the toll-free number operated by the Department of Family and Children 
Services to report child abuse or neglect 
 
Reorganizing the Georgia Information Sharing and Analysis Center 
Senate Bill 416 organizes the Georgia Information Sharing and Analysis Center 
(GISAC) to promote public safety by working to detect, prevent and respond to crimi-
nal or terroristic activities. The director of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation would 
be responsible for GISAC oversight. 
 
Directives for Water Service Providers 
Current Georgia law prohibits water suppliers from refusing serve to a residential 
property based on debts incurred by the occupant. Senate Bill 206 expands this protec-
tion to cover all types of property. 
 
Georgia Film and Television Trail Act  
Senate Bill 417 will have the Department of Economic Development create a trail to en-
courage tourists to visit production sites of films and television shows made in Georgia. 
Maintenance of the trail will be the responsibility of the Department of Transportation. 
 
Law Enforcement Appreciation Day 
 The Senate recognized March 2, 2016, as Law Enforcement Appreciation Day at the 
Capitol. There are approximately 54,000 certified peace officers in the state, with al-
most 40,000 of them working as local officers. 
 
Commending the Georgia Center for Oncology Research and Education  
Senate Resolution 1007 commended the Georgia Center for Oncology Research and 
Education, a public-private partnership based in Atlanta, for their work that aims to 
provide cancer treatment to all Georgians. 
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Retirement Announcements 
Two of my colleagues Senators Bill Jackson (R - Appling) and Tommie Williams (R - 
Lyons) announced their intentions to retire from the Senate at the end of this term. 
Sen. Jackson was elected to the Georgia Senate in 2007 and Sen. Williams was elected 
in 1998. I thank them both for their service to their constituents and our state. They 
will both be missed! 
 
Now that the Crossover Deadline has passed, we will be turning our attention to the 
many House bills that are under review. Can you believe that there are only 9 days re-
maining in the 2016 legislative session?  As your senator, your thoughts, opinions and 
concerns on important issues are essential to my decision-making process. Please feel 
free to contact me anytime with, as I always appreciate your input. Thank you for al-
lowing me the opportunity to serve as your voice under the Gold Dome and I hope you 
will stop by and say Hello to me if you are near Capitol Hill! 
 

 
 
 


