
Senate District 15 — Session Update — Week Five - 2016  
The 2016 session of the Georgia General Assembly has hit the half way point as Thursday, Feb-
ruary 11th marked the 20th day of 40 legislative days. That means we only have 10 more legis-
lative days until Day 30 or as we call it, "Crossover Day". Crossover day is extremely important 
for legislators trying to pass their bills. It is the last day that Bills can transfer or "crossover" to 
the other chamber with enough time to make their way through the "process" of committee 
hearings and a floor vote. Looming deadlines like “Crossover Day” means that long nights at 
the Capitol are ahead. Despite the hurried frenzy, we have managed to get a lot of things done 
for the betterment of Georgia citizens. 
 

Senate Action 
Senate approved its version of the amended Fiscal Year 2016 State Budget this week. The 
Amended Budget includes new revenue for transportation projects generated by the Transpor-
tation Funding Act of 2015. The budget now goes back to the House, where they will either ac-
cept our changes or request a conference committee to resolve differences. 
  
We also passed House Bill 742, also known as the annual “tax update” bill. HB 742 
makes necessary updates to Georgia’s tax code, keeping it compliant with the recently updated 
federal tax code. The updated tax code would synchronize tax return filing dates to allow most 
businesses in Georgia to file state and federal returns at the same time. HB 742 would also 
make permanent the $500,000 deduction in section 179 and the Research Tax Credit. The leg-
islation now heads to Governor Deal for his signature.  
 

Stronger Penalties for Pimping or Pandering was up for discussion on the Senate floor as we 
voted in favor of Senate Bill 278. SB 278 would impose stricter penalties on those convicted of 
pimping, pandering or housing a place of prostitution. The bill additionally requires those con-
victed of pimping or pandering charges for the second time to be added to the National Sex Of-
fender Registry. Unfortunately, Georgia is known as one of the largest sex trafficking rings in 
the nation and we are hoping this measure will help deter future activity.  
 

House Action 
The House chamber passed a number of measures with unanimous support last week. One of 
the measures passed was HB 757, the Pastor Protection Act. The Pastor Protection Act assures 
members of the clergy that they will not be required to perform any marriage which violates 
their faith.  The bill also protects churches, synagogues, other places of worship and religious 
organizations from being required by state or local government to host an event which violates 
their religious beliefs.  Further, the legislation will protect private businesses from any ordi-
nance which might require them to be open on a day of rest (Saturday or Sunday). The bill now 
makes its way to the Senate for further review.  

As we make our way through session, I will continue to update you on major developments. 
Thank you for your support, allowing me the opportunity to work for you. It is humbling to 
know that you have entrusted me with the responsibility to protect and serve our district. If you 
need anything at all, please feel free to contact my Capitol office anytime. 

 


