
Senate District 15 — Session Update — Week Four - 2016  
Thursday, February 4th marked legislative day 16 of 40. As the halfway point of this 
year’s session draws near, both the Senate and House have been working diligently to 
pass legislation for the benefit of Georgia citizens. Strengthened laws against house-
hold battery offenders, public safety and education were up for discussion as we con-
cluded our fourth week under the Gold Dome.  
 
This week the Senate voted unanimously in favor of a measure focused on the protec-
tion of families. Senate Bill 193 elevates a first conviction of family violence battery to a 
felony if the defendant has a record of prior violent felony convictions. The primary 
purpose of this bill is to stop serial offenders quickly. Unfortunately, current Georgia 
law does not take into consideration previous felony convictions from other states.  If 
passed, SB 193 will fix this flaw in our system. Fittingly, we passed this bill on Stop Vio-
lence Against Women Day at the state Capitol.  SB 193 will now move to the House 
chamber for further review.   
 
Another bill aimed at improving safety for Georgians came in the form of Senate Bill 
230, which would permit emergency volunteer health practitioners from neighboring 
states to assist in the event of an emergency or disaster.  The bill also gives GEMA dis-
cretion over issuing volunteer practitioners or organizations temporary credentials to 
practice medicine for the duration of the emergency. This bill unanimously passed in 
the Senate body and now moves to House for consideration.  
 
Members in the House also passed unanimous measures aimed at closing needed gaps 
within Georgia’s workforce. House Bill 801 would incentivize students to take certain 
courses focusing on science, technology, engineering and math courses by adding an 
extra weight of .5 to their HOPE scholarship GPA assessment. House Bill 402 incentiv-
izes businesses to participate in a work based learning program with local school sys-
tems by offering a discount of up to five percent on their worker’s compensation insur-
ance premiums. A strong and skilled workforce is vital to our state’s economic growth 
and I look forward to reviewing these bills as they make their way to the senate for fur-
ther review.  
 
As you can see, there is never a dull moment in the General Assembly. As we make our 
way through session, I will continue to update you on major developments. Thank you 
for your support, allowing me the opportunity to work for you. It is humbling to know 
that you have entrusted me with the responsibility to protect and serve our district. It is 
a responsibility that I do not take lightly or for granted. Representation for all is what 
our great nation and state was founded on and I promise that your voice will be heard. 
If you need anything at all, please feel free to contact my Capitol office anytime.  

 


