
Senate District 15 — Legislative Update — June - 2016  
Unlike the United States Congress, which meets in Washington, D.C. year round, Georgia is 
considered a part-time legislature. As a “part-time” legislator one of the most common ques-
tions I receive is, “what do you do for the rest of the year?” While a 40 day session does not 
sound like much, there is actually a great deal of work that takes place year round in preparation 
for the next session. As an elected official, it is my job to learn as much as I can about all legis-
lation presented to me. I never like to vote on an issue unless I have a full understanding of 
what the results will be on all sides and even then, sometimes there are unintended conse-
quences. In an effort to cut down on the unintended consequences, we will study issues in depth 
outside of the 40 day session time period through Study Committees.  
 

Much like we are appointed to standing committees during our legislative terms, we may also 
be appointed to study committees in the off session season. Study committees are put in place to 
further discuss, research and hear expert opinion on the subject area that may be affected by a 
piece of legislation. Depending on the subject matter, committees are formed separately in the 
House and Senate. At times, joint study committees are put in place and member representa-
tives from both chambers will participate in the discussion. This year there are over 30 study 
committees between the House and Senate. These committees tackle complex issues and are 
often the “make it” or “break it” moment for future legislation. 2016 committees are discussing 
a number of pressing issues that will be up for discussion in the upcoming session. Not all ap-
pointments for the 2016 committees have been made, but I look forward to serving if chosen to 
do so.  For a full listing of 2016 study committees you can visit the Georgia General Assembly 
website. Committee meetings are open to the public and I encourage you to attend if there is a 
subject you are interested in learning more about!  
 

One study committee that I will be watching closely is the joint committee discussing the im-
provement of broadband services in rural Georgia. I have heard from many of you that we are 
in need of improved cell phone and internet service in rural areas. This study committee will 
further explore the issues we are having with broadband services in less populated areas of our 
state. With more and more citizens telecommuting each day, this issue is crucial for our re-
gion’s growth and economic development and I am confident that the work completed by this 
study committee will move efforts forward on this issue.  
 

Over the last month, I have had a great time making my way around the district! I have also 
served on a number of panels discussing Georgia’s 2016 legislative landscape. I truly enjoy at-
tending events and appreciate the invitations that many of you have extended. I will continue to 
keep you updated throughout the year on what is happening with the Georgia General Assem-
bly and in the meantime, if you need anything at all, please feel free to reach out to me. As al-
ways, it is a pleasure to work on your behalf and an honor to do so. God bless the 15th District 
and God bless the great state of Georgia!              


