
Senate District 15 — Session Update — Week Seven - 2016  
Last week the Senate passed numerous measures for the benefit of our Georgia Citi-
zens. We addressed issues relating to military families, education and Government 
Transparency. 
 
Military Family Health Protection Act 
Senate Bill 337 which passed unanimously helps the families of veterans by keeping 
their places on waiting lists for health services during deployments. As a Veteran, I ap-
preciate the initiatives our General Assembly has taken to ensure our military families 
are well taken care of.   
 
Funding Local College and Career Academies 
Education is always a focus within the General Assembly as we continue to work on 
ways to help our local school systems. Senate Bill 348 would allow local school systems 
the option in creating a college and career academy as an alternative to traditional 
classroom educations. These schools would be geared towards students that wish to 
accelerate their entry into the workforce. 
 
Creating Senate Study Committee on the Legislative Process 
As we continue our efforts for more open and transparent government, Senate Resolu-
tion 842 creates the Senate Study Committee on the Legislative Process. This resolu-
tion charges the committee with evaluating and determining a transparent method of 
reviewing bills, amendments and conference committee reports. The goal of the com-
mittee is to promote citizen confidence in the Senate’s legislative process. 
 
I was pleased to welcome students from Columbus State University to the Capitol, 
Tuesday, February 23rd. Students were given the opportunity to meet with legislators 
and tour Capitol Hill. I always encourage our young people to learn about the legisla-
tive process and visiting the Capitol is always a great way to do so. If you would like to 
bring students for a day at the Capitol, please contact me anytime.    
 
On Monday, February 29th, the General Assembly reconvenes for Day 30, Crossover 
Day.  Crossover day is extremely important because it is the last day bills can transfer 
or "crossover" to the other chamber with time for consideration before day 40, the last 
day of session. Emotions run high, as we work for a floor vote on our bills before the 
clock strikes midnight.  I will be back next week to update you on all Crossover Day 
happenings, as well as, what we can expect in the last 10 days of the legislative session. 
In the meantime, please let me know if you need anything at all. It is a pleasure to serve 
you and I thank you for the opportunity. 


