
RESTORATION 200
What if there were no denominations?  What if we were all just Christians, free to 
interpret the scriptures for ourselves, shedding human-made creeds, dogma, and 
structure?  That was the dream that awakened at the Cane Ridge Revival in 1801 in 
Bourbon County, Kentucky.  It found even more solid ground in 1832 when 
representatives from Cane Ridge and from a similar movement in Pennsylvania shook 
hands and joined their hearts at the little church on High Street in Lexington.  Two 
hundred years ago in 1816 that little church became Main Street Christian Church, the 
church that gave birth to most of the Stone-Campbell churches (Restoration churches) 
in Central Kentucky, churches such as Central Christian, Broadway Christian, Southside 
Church of Christ, Crestwood Christian, Tates Creek Christian, to name just a few.  Sadly 
the dream splintered along the way and the movement to dissolve denominationalism 
produced three separate denominations or brotherhoods of churches: the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), the Christian Church/Churches of Christ (sometimes 
known as Independents), and the a cappella Church of Christ.  But the dream of unity 
still lives.  On Sunday afternoon May 15 at 3:00 PM hundreds of laypeople and 
ministers of all three streams of our movement from all over Central Kentucky and 
across the United States will gather in unity on the Courthouse Plaza downtown to 
praise our one Lord and to rejoice in our sisters and brothers.  It will be an historic 
moment for our church and for the city.  You will want to be there!  Taking their subjects 
from one of our early Stone-Campbell mottoes, three ministers will speak on:
Unity - Jon Weece, Southland Christian Church
Liberty - Barrett Coffman, Southside Church of Christ
Love - David Shirey, Central Christian Church (DOC)
The motto?  “In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty; in all things, love.”
Musicians from local churches will lead us in vocal praise, communion will be shared, 
and the unity gifted to us by Jesus Christ will be real.  Plan to bring the whole family and 
some lawn chairs.  Information booths from church mission organizations such as Cane 
Ridge Shrine, Sayre Christian Village, Christian Care Communities, International 
Christian Organization for Missions, World Convention, Stone-Campbell Dialogue and 
others will be set up on the Plaza alongside local service agencies such as Habitat for 
Humanity and Godʼs Pantry.  Food trucks will add to the festive atmosphere.  But in 
order to experience unity, the crucial ingredient is YOU.  Set the date on your calendar 
and on your heart.  Restoration 200 - Sunday May 15 - 3:00 PM - Courthouse Plaza


