
 
 

Community Advisory Board (CAB) Spotlight Series 
Documenting the Impact of Genesis LA’s Investments 

 
In 2012-13, Genesis LA partnered with Jovenes, Inc. to develop a new financing model to acquire, rehabilitate, 
and lease small multifamily properties to at-risk youth.  In total, Genesis LA provided $2 million in financing to 
support 6 properties with a total of 23 housing units under a program we call My Home, Mi Casa.   
 
In this Spotlight Series, CAB member Eric Ibarra interviews Andrea Marchetti, Executive Director of Jovenes, 
Inc., to discuss how Genesis LA helped Jovenes meet its goals through My Home, Mi Casa. 
 
Eric: Tell me how you are connected to Genesis LA? 
 
Andrea: Genesis LA and Jovenes are 50/50 partners in My Home Mi Casa LLC, a corporation that has been 
buying homes and duplexes in Boyle Heights and unincorporated East Los Angeles to be rented below market 
rate to homeless youth that become more stable. Under this initiative we bought 6 properties for to house our 
youth clients. 
 
Eric: Have you seen any changes in the surrounding community since this project?   
 
Andrea: It has been great to see homeless youth from our program being able to access and maintain rental 
units that are part of My Home Mi Casa. The project does not include public subsidies but rents are still on 
average 20-30% below market rate. Our homeless clients did find it easier to secure housing that otherwise 
would have been out of reach. 
 
We are glad that more of our youth can live in our community and maintain a relationship with us. 
 
Eric: Do you see an increase in the use of public transportation? 
 
Andrea: Our clients, formerly homeless youth, use mostly public transportation due to the fact that they lack a 
car and the means to buy it. 
 
Eric: Do you see an increase in youth being served? 
 
Andrea: Yes, this projected is mostly dedicated to homeless youth age 18-25, 
 
Eric: Have people been able to access affordable housing at the project site? 
 
Andrea: Yes, as mentioned before the project provides affordable rents even without having public subsidies. 
In addition, a tenant in good standing, accumulates $50/month, that are deposited in a savings account and 
given to the youth once he/she moves to another housing option. 
 
Eric: Do you have any recommendations to Genesis LA ? 
 
Andrea: Keep up with the good work!!! We are very grateful to Genesis for working with smaller nonprofit like 
us. 
  
 
 


