Success! NAMC’s Role  in the Implementation of Covered California
by Lee Hulquist, NAMC Advocacy Committee
In 2013 and 2014, NAMC received grants totaling $37,000, from Covered California and from Blue Shield (administered by the Monterey Bay Central Labor Council), and joined dozens of organizations throughout Californian in educating residents about the Affordable Care Act, called Covered California in this state.  The work plan included outreach and education for individuals and nonprofit organizations.  Sue Parris, NAMC Project Coordinator, joined by An McDowell, Susan Breen and other volunteers, and partnering with Covered CA-certified staff from Central Coast Center for Independent Living, Sun Street Centers and Monterey County Community Action Project, made direct contact with 5,336 people, at 25 locations, and email contact with 7,283 individuals during the course of the grant.  This was our small, but hugely important part in the successful realization of access to healthcare for All!  Thank you Sue and the volunteers who helped assist.  It is particularly gratifying to know that many people who were not eligible or denied health insurance prior to the passage of the Affordable Care Act are now receiving the medical care they need.  Congratulations All!
[bookmark: _GoBack]See link for article on the ACA’s success and link  for information about the current challenge to the ACA in states that have chosen not to participate in the expansion of Medicaid (California operates its own exchange and MediCal program and is not threatened by the outcome of the current challenge being considered by the US Supreme Court).



