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As Muay THAI GROWS IN INTERNATIONAL POPULARITY, AND GAINS A HEIGHTENED LEVEL OF
RECOGNITION AND RESPECT, IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND AND HIGHLIGHT ITS ROOTS, ORIGINS
AND TRADITIONS. OVER THE PREVIOUS THREE YEARS, DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHER, JACOB BARrAk
KLENSIN, HAS BEEN WORKING TO CAPTURE THE WORLD OF COMBAT SPORTS IN A UNIQUELY INTIMATE
wAY. His WORK HAS SHOWN ELEMENTS AND TOPICS THAT ARE OFTEN TIMES MISUNDERSTOOD, AND
EVEN DIRECTLY CONTRADICTED IN POPULAR PERCEPTION OF PROFESSIONAL FIGHTING. JACOB
FOCUSES NOT ON THE SPORT, BUT ON THE PEOPLE BEHIND IT, ON NOT ONLY THE PHYSICAL, BUT

MORE IMPORTANTLY THE EMOTIONAL DEDICATION AND SACRIFICE SEEN DAILY. THE IMAGES SHY
AWAY FROM THE ACTION, THE EXCITEMENT AND THE GLORY SEEN ON TELEVISION AND IN MAGAZINES, BUT RATHER DISPLAYS THE
DAY TO DAY PROCESS OF DEDICATING ONESELF TO THE LIFE OF A FIGHTER.

RECENTLY, JACOB TRAVELLED TO THAILAND, IN HOPES OF BEGINNING A NEW PROCESS IN HIS BODY OF WORK, EXPLORING
THE ROOTS OF DISCIPLINES THAT MAKE UP MODERN FIGHT SPORTS. WHILE THERE, JACOB SPENT TIME AT A SMALL NUMBER OF
CAMPS, NOT ONLY PHOTOGRAPHING, BUT FULLY IMMERSING HIMSELF IN THE EXPERIENCE OF LIVING AND TRAINING ALONGSIDE
YOUNG THAI, AND FOREIGN FIGHTERS. ONE OF THOSE CAMPS WAS LOOKCHAOMAESAITHONG, IN BURIRAM, AN AREA KNOWN
FOR PRODUCING THE LARGE MAJORITY OF TRADITIONAL THAI BOXING cHAMPIONS. ONE OF THE MANY CHAMPIONS PRODUCED
BY THE SMALL CAMP, COBAN LOOKSHAOMAESAITHONG (HAVING TAKEN THE NAME OF HIS CAMP OUT OF RESPECT AND LOYALTY),
HAS RECENTLY GONE ON TO OPEN HIS OWN MUAY THAI CAMP IN MANHATTAN, IN HOPES OF CREATING A NEW INTERNATIONAL
BRIDGE FOR FIGHTERS BETWEEN THAILAND AND THE U.S. ON JUNE 23RD, THIS NEW YORK GYM WILL BE THE FIRST MUAY THAI
CAMP TO HOST AN ART SHOW, ENTITLED “LOOKCHAOMAESAITHONG: THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF EIGHT LIMBS,” DISPLAYING IMAGES
OF TRADITIONAL THAI FIGHTING. THE IMAGES WILL SHOW YOUNG FIGHTERS AS THEY TAKE THE EARLY STAGES OF THE VERY
SAME JOURNEY, IN THE SAME SPACE, AND WITH MANY OF THE SAME PEOPLE, THAT LED COBAN TO BECOME A FIVE-TIME WORLD
CHAMPION.

“THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF EIGHT LIMBS” A REVOLUTIONARY, ONE NIGHT ONLY EVENT, WILL NOT
ONLY UNIQUELY CONNECT THE TWO CAMPS, BUT CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE THE
AUDIENCE WILL BE ENTIRELY SURROUNDED, NOT ONLY BY PHOTOS, BUT BY THE ART OF MUAY
THAI, AND STORIES AND LIVES OF THOSE WHO HAVE DEDICATED THEIR LIVES PRACTICING IT.
FOR THOSE WITHIN THE FIGHT COMMUNITY, IT WILL TAKE PLACE IN A SETTING ENTIRELY
FAMILIAR TO THEM, WHILE INVITING THEM INTO A NEW FACILITY, SET UP BY ONE OF THE
SPORT’S GREATEST. FOR THOSE WHO MAY NOT BE TRAINED FIGHTERS IN ANY CAPACITY, THE
ART ON THE WALL WILL BE HUNG IN THE ENVIRONMENT THAT HAS MADE THE ENTIRE PROJECT
POSSIBLE, ALLOWING THE SHOW TO BE MORE THAN WHAT IS SIMPLY FRAMED AND HANGING.

IT 1S OUR HOPE TO CREATE AN EVENT THAT WILL APPEAL AND SPEAK TO AN EXTRAORDINARILY
WIDE AUDIENCE, SHOWING “THE ART OF EIGHT LIMBS” IN A NEW, EXCITING, AND CREATIVE WAY. PLEASE JOIN US FOR “THE
PHOTOGRAPHY OF EIGHT LiMBS,” AS NEwW YORK’S MOST AUTHENTIC MUAY THAI CAMP HOSTS THIS INNOVATIVE DISPLAY OF ONE
OF THE WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL FORMS OF COMBAT.
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