
June 16, 2016 
 
Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Since 1974, when Brother MR Zigler brought together people seeking a renewing of 
the Church of the Brethren’s historic peace witness in New Windsor, MD, On Earth 
Peace has strived to continue being just that  - a place where the historic peace witness 
of the Church of the Brethren can continue to be renewed, refreshed,  
and lived out in the church and society around us. 
 
Today that witness is borne out in the work of the Ministry of Reconciliation, teaching and leading healthy, 
faithful responses to conflict; young peacebuilders, developing leadership for peace in each new generation; 
and through nonviolent social change, nurturing spirit-filled discipleship and active response to violence. 
 
On Earth Peace continues to work within the Church of the Brethren and throughout our communities, 
building communities of practice in all of these areas. We continue to seek a renewing of the historical peace 
witness of the Church of the Brethren, and continue to equip followers of Jesus Christ to live that witness out.  
 
In 1998, On Earth Peace became an official agency of the Church of the Brethren - although we felt before and 
continue to feel today that we are an integral part of the church, and that the church is an integral part of us. 
Our work continues to be grounded in the historic peace witness of the church, and we seek continuing and 
new ways to live that out within our churches, our districts, and our denomination, and in our communities, 
our nation, and our world.  
 
At our 2016 spring board meeting, we adopted a set of values as a board and staff. These values of Christ-like 
love, reconciliation, justice, active nonviolence, relationship, beloved community, multiplicity of gifts, safe 
space, and integrity are values that we seek to live not only through our work, but in the way we do our work 
with each other.  
 
These values are first and foremost Brethren values - well before they are On Earth Peace values. The Church 
of the Brethren, and the peace witness it represents, are what gave birth to On Earth Peace, and the home that 
continues to nourish the work of peace that our world so desperately needs.  
 
Below, we strive to answer the concerns expressed in the queries from the West Marva and Southeastern 
Districts, sharing our clarifications, perspectives. As always, we welcome conversation. We, as On Earth 
Peace, look forward to continuing our journey together with the Church of the Brethren, seeking to continue 
the work of Jesus - simply, peacefully, and together. 
 
In God’s Peace, 

       
Jordan Bles       Bill Scheurer 
Board Chair       Executive Director 
On Earth Peace       On Earth Peace 

P.O. Box 188, New Windsor MD 21776-0188  •  Phone: 410-635-8704  •  http://OnEarthPeace.org  •  OEP@OnEarthPeace.org 
 



 
West Marva District Query: On Earth Peace Reportability/Accountability to Annual Conference 
 
Whereas the 1998 Annual Conference delegate body adopted the On Earth Peace Assembly Request for 
Reportability/Accountability to Annual Conference. Included in their request was a statement to: “commit 
itself to providing ministry that is within the scope of Annual Conference directives and congruent with 
articulated values of the Church of the Brethren.” On Earth Peace further stated, “If Annual Conference 
agency status is granted, the Church of the Brethren Annual Conference is now advised of On Earth Peace 
Assembly’s intent and commitment to work honorably, as a full program partner, to further build the 
institution of the Church of the Brethren and the peaceful kingdom of God here on earth as in heaven.” 
 
Whereas during its 2011 fall meeting, the On Earth Peace board of directors issued the following 
statement of inclusion: We are troubled by attitudes and actions in the church, which exclude persons on 
the basis of gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, or any other aspect of human identity. We believe God 
calls the church to welcome all persons into full participation in the life of the faith community. 
 
Our board and staff have discussed concerns regarding exclusion of women, people of color, and LGBTQ 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, or queer (and/or questioning)) individuals for several years.  The 
2011 Annual Conference was especially difficult for so many in our denomination, not just because of the 
subject matter at hand, but also because of the language and actions made at the conference. Unkind and 
aggressive words were used on all sides of the issue, but the death threat made to an openly gay member 
of our denomination is especially disheartening, saddening, and deplorable.  While the 2011 Annual 
Conference was the most recent example that moved us to make a statement, it was definitely not the only 
impetus. 
 
Our statement includes two sentences. The first expresses our deep concern about un-Christ-like actions 
and attitudes, and the second expresses a belief in the church's call to follow the teachings and examples 
of Jesus as we see him in scripture. Our statement came as a result of a prayerful and careful consensus 
process, where seeking the mind of Christ was our utmost concern. We would ask no less of ourselves, 
knowing that a similar dilemma faced the original 8 Brethren as they engaged civil disobedience to be re-
baptized.  
 
When the 2011 Annual Conference re-affirmed the 1983 Statement, Human Sexuality from a Christian 
Perspective (link is external), we took heed that the statement encourages relationship and open 
communication rather than exclusion. We believe we are acting in accord with that counsel. 
 
Whereas the 2015 On Earth Peace flyer that accompanied the On Earth Peace report in the Annual 
Conference packet referenced the scripture, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, She has anointed me 
to…” referring to God as “She.” This same flyer includes a picture of a rainbow-scarved pastor and the 
concept of “Inclusion.” 
 
[Using “she” to reference “The Spirit of the Lord”] is not an attempt to reinterpret, misinterpret, or 
retranslate scripture.  The Hebrew, in which Isaiah was written, the word for Spirit is a feminine noun. 
Our intent was to raise questions of gender around the Holy Spirit. Is the Holy Spirit gendered? If so, 
what does that mean for a spirit? If not, what does it say about us that we traditionally use male language 
when referring to all persons of the Trinity, and how does this affect how we structure our church and our 
society? Recovering this biblical understanding could help us to recognize that all, women and men, are 
created in the image of God. Brethren, in line with our 1979 Statement on Biblical Authority and 
Inspiration, read and interpret scripture in community. We hope that our reading of this scripture adds to 
our community conversation about how we live out scripture today. 
 



On Earth Peace, in line with our 2011 statement, will continue to work for the welcome and inclusion of 
all believers and seekers into the life of the church. We also hope that the rainbow is seen the way God 
used it with Noah—not as a symbol of division, but as one of healing, restoration, and covenant not to 
destroy, but to live in relationship. A covenant made flesh in Jesus Christ. 
 
Whereas the On Earth Peace website Ministers of Reconciliation page states “Ministers of Reconciliation 
are a diverse group of trained volunteers who serve the church by being present and attentive, ready to 
respond where confusion, conflict or negative emotions are causing a problem in the gathered body.” Yet, 
while the declared intent is to work through conflict and resolve disputes, On Earth Peace, since 2011, 
through reports, statements, and actions, has brought more tension than peace. 
 
Therefore we the Bear Creek Church of the Brethren of Accident, Md., convened in congregational 
business meeting on August 9, 2015, petition the Annual Conference through the West Marva District 
Conference meeting at Moorefield, W.Va., September 18-19, 2015, to consider if it is the will of Annual 
Conference for On Earth Peace to remain an agency of the Church of the Brethren with reportability and 
accountability to Annual Conference. 
-- Joyce Lander, Church Board Chair; Linda Sanders, Church Clerk 
 
On Earth Peace confesses to being an organization comprised of fallible human beings who often fall 
short of their aim to glorify God. Any pain our words or actions have caused has been unintentional. We 
regret the pain. We regret that out of the pain of our own brokenness we have not always articulated or 
engaged tension and conflict well or effectively.  
 
This being said, we name that there is also pain borne out in those who have been excluded from the life 
of the church. Pain that has existed for generations, and which too often goes unrecognized by the body.  
 
Furthermore, we do not regret tension and conflict. We recognize that these are not inherently bad things. 
When there is brokenness, the path to peace and reconciliation often means acknowledging and working 
through tension and conflict. We lament our brokenness, and therefore we stand in hope for what we 
believe God has in store for us. 
 
Conflict is complex and uncomfortable at best and painful at worst, but it is the only way to get from 
brokenness to peace. We are willing to enter the struggle together. We are not willing to close our eyes 
and our ears and our mouths to injustice. 
 
A definition of constructive conflict which might be helpful comes from the Ministry of Reconciliation 
Discipleship & Reconciliation Committee Handbook, 1995, excerpt from Chapter 8, “Intervening in 
Conflict: A Comprehensive Model” by Jim Yaussy Albright. “Redefining conflict has implications for 
understanding the work of intervention in church conflict. Clearly, it is not the goal of intervention to 
eliminate conflict. Logically, then, neither is the goal to identify and punish the person or persons who 
caused conflict. Rather, the goal is to preserve the authenticity of the individual and the integrity of the 
community; to, in effect, redeem the differences.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Southeastern District Query: Viability of On Earth Peace as an Agency of the Church of the 
Brethren 
 
Whereas: The Church of the Brethren is and has been a living peace church since 1708; and 
 
Whereas: Ministries of peace, non-violence, and justice for all are a concern of the denomination; and 
 
Whereas: Both the staff of the Church of the Brethren, Inc. and On Earth Peace seem to have overlapping 
responsibilities and ministries, and 
 
It is certainly true that the Church of the Brethren exists as a living peace church, and our ministries of 
peace, nonviolence, and justice are a concern for all of us as a denomination. We do not, however, 
believe that it is true that the Church of the Brethren, Inc., and On Earth Peace have overlapping 
responsibilities and ministries. 
 
The Ministry of Reconciliation, our nonviolent social change ministry, and young peacemakers programs 
such as Agape-Satyagraha Training and Peace Retreats, particularly through our community of practice 
model, have no duplication within the ministries of Church of the Brethren, Inc., - much as their 
ministries of church planting and church growth, Brethren Disaster Ministries, and others find no 
duplication in our work. While we certainly collaborate on ministries such as Youth Peace Travel Teams, 
these ministries are true collaborations, and not duplications of resources and efforts. 
 
On Earth Peace celebrates anything the CoB Inc does in the realm of peace and justice, given our shared 
identity as agencies serving and equipping a living peace church.  
However, given that Christian peacemaking ministry is our sole commitment, On Earth Peace has 
maintained the denomination's most consistent and broad programming and staff for peace-focused 
ministries in the Church of the Brethren. Indeed, renewing the church's heritage of peace was the genesis 
of our ministry in 1974, and the concept of the renewal of the Church of the Brethren identifying as a 
“living peace church” came directly through the active ministry of On Earth Peace in 2003.  
 
Whereas: The recent actions of On Earth Peace, during the last three years, have brought more conflict in 
the denomination and reflect their unwillingness to follow Annual Conference mandates or directives; and 
 
On Earth Peace confesses to being an organization comprised of fallible human beings who often fall 
short of their aim to glorify God. Any pain our words or actions have caused has been unintentional. We 
regret the pain. We regret that out of the pain of our own brokenness we have not always articulated or 
engaged tension and conflict well or effectively.  
 
This being said, we name that there is also pain borne out in those who have been excluded from the life 
of the church. Pain that has existed for generations, and which too often goes unrecognized by the body.  
 
Furthermore, we do not regret tension and conflict. We recognize that these are not inherently bad things. 
When there is brokenness, the path to peace and reconciliation often means acknowledging and working 
through tension and conflict. We lament our brokenness, and therefore we stand in hope for what we 
believe God has in store for us. 
 
Conflict is complex and uncomfortable at best and painful at worst, but it is the only way to get from 
brokenness to peace. We are willing to enter the struggle together. We are not willing to close our eyes 
and our ears and our mouths to injustice. 
 
 



“Redefining conflict has implications for understanding the work of intervention in church conflict. 
Clearly, it is not the goal of intervention to eliminate conflict. Logically, then, neither is the goal to 
identify and punish the person or persons who caused conflict. Rather, the goal is to preserve the 
authenticity of the individual and the integrity of the community; to, in effect, redeem the differences.” - 
From the Ministry of Reconciliation Discipleship & Reconciliation Committee Handbook, 1995, excerpt 
from Chapter 8, “Intervening in Conflict: A Comprehensive Model” by Jim Yaussy Albright. 
 
Whereas: The denomination’s diminishing membership and reduction of resources reflects the need for 
less structure and more efficient administration. 
 
Therefore: We the Hawthorne Church of the Brethren, who met on July 19, 2015, petition the 
Southeastern District Church of the Brethren District Board to review and evaluate the question “Would 
the denomination be better served by dissolving On Earth Peace as an agency of Annual Conference and 
their responsibilities integrated into the general work of the staff of the Church of the Brethren, Inc.?” 
 
When given the opportunity to join the Church of the Brethren, Inc, On Earth Peace made a conscious 
decision not to do so - recognizing that peace and justice programming was often what was cut when 
funding became tight. The reason On Earth Peace was removed from the (then) General Board in 1998 
was, in part, so that those who wanted to support OEP’s unique ministry could do so and those who 
disagreed (for a variety of reasons) could focus their support on the denomination’s other ministries. 
 

From the 2001 Report of the Review and Evaluation Committee: “For over a decade we have gradually 
moved in that direction, and our denomination has changed substantially from unified giving to 
designated giving to those programs which individuals and congregations wish to support. The recent 
redesign and dismantling of many of the General Board's responsibilities, and Annual Conference's 
recognition of separate agencies, are a direct result of that direction [...] The Committee suggests that as 
a denomination we need to recognize that this new direction allows for and expects separate programs to 
enlist our support. It now becomes important for local churches and individuals to become aware of the 
programs offered, to receive a variety of requests, and to give due attention to equitable support to the 
entire denominational program. It becomes important for the various agencies to be cognizant of the 
solicitation load to which constituents are asked to respond and, if possible, find ways to collaborate on 
funding. 
 
The reality is that the presence of On Earth Peace as an agency of Annual Conference is not diverting 
funds from other parts of the Church of the Brethren community. In fact, it is preserving it, while at the 
same time attracting new sources of funding and new people into the movement. Without On Earth Peace, 
Church of the Brethren donors would look outside the denomination to support the work we carry out.  
 
Any attempt to dissolve On Earth Peace as an agency, and to ask the Church of the Brethren, Inc., to pick 
up the work of our existing ministry, would cause greater pressure on a dwindling staff in Elgin, and 
result in an overall loss of peace and justice ministry and funding within the Church of the Brethren as a 
whole.  
 

 


