
My memories of my time in Selma with my hus-
band John and Middle peeps Kent Holliday and 
Michele Henley will last forever. I will never 
forget twins Joshua and Jacob from Columbia, 
Georgia who were in Selma “to honor Martin Lu-
ther King” and “because we can be.” Two beauti-
ful little chocolate brown boys with cool haircuts, 
in the arc of history. Or Minnie, on a cane, an 
older African-American woman walking in her 
Sunday coat because she “had to walk; just had 
to walk.”

A sea of people that seemed 100,000 strong 
gathered to commemorate the important march 
and the Voting Rights Act that ensued from their 
work. Though it was too crowded to do so, they 
came to run a victory lap. To celebrate the work 
and sacrifice of those people 50 years ago; to ac-
knowledge that non-violent protest can change 
the world. They came to mark that even though 
trouble comes, it does not last always. They came 
with their legs praying and singing to show that 
though weeping might last for a night, joy comes 
in the morning. They came to put their feet on 
the ground and their faith on the line, like hu-
man beings have through time, to stand in, stand 
up, and stretch our hands toward what is right.

When crowds gathered around Jesus as he 
entered into the city gates at Jerusalem, they 
came to express a hope in their hearts. They 
waved palms and offered words of praise. This 
is the one we have been waiting for! Here is the 
time we anticipate, when God breaks into our 
world and uses us to liberate one another. To 
make justice roll down like waters and righteous-
ness like an ever-flowing stream. They came 
for Holy Days, and they also came to run a vic-
tory lap. Our God is a promise-keeper, they were 
praying in their hearts. Our God is a way-maker, 
a game-changer. We are not puppets to domina-
tion, we are partners with a powerful God, they 
knew in their bones. 

What a day it was, that day we now call Palm 
Sunday. 

And how quickly did sorrow and love flow 

down, mingled, from 
a wooden instru-
ment of torture and 
death. How tragic 
the betrayal of the 
fearful. How poi-
gnant the dedication 
of the women. How sudden the dashing of hopes 
and the regression to place of doubt.

Even Jesus regressed, “Why have you for-
saken me?”

The lyric from “Endless Night” haunts me: 
You promised you’d be there, whenever I needed you. 
Whenever I call your name, you’re not anywhere. I’m 
trying to hold on, just waiting to hear your voice, one 
word, just a word will do, to end this nightmare.

And then, dawn breaks, the night ends, and 
the stone is rolled away. A voice speaks, “Mary.” A 
voice says, “Go and tell my brothers and sisters…” 
Some say he moved through a closed door; oth-
ers say he ate a snack with his disciples. It is writ-
ten that he breathed on them and said, “Peace be 
unto you.”

Mary ran to tell the others. Peter and John 
raced to the tomb.

Victory laps.
Every time a disciple walked into a town, 

when Paul traveled on his journeys, victory laps.
Every time people of God put their faith on 

the line, their feet on the ground and walk to-
ward freedom, a victory lap. 

When you walk into the doors of Middle 
Church on any given Sunday, but especially this 
Easter, it’s a victory lap.

Our God is able to do more than we can ask 
or imagine through the power at work within us. 
Victorious—over heartache and hopelessness. 
Over pain and pathology. Over destruction. Over 
death.

Selma was, for me, a victory lap.
Each Sunday is such a victory lap. We can. 

We must. Thanks be to God, we will overcome. 
I love you,
Jacqui

Victory!Watch live on middlechurch.org

Celebration! Worship 
at 11:15 am 
APRIL 5 
EASTER – 7:00 am 
“Empty Promises”  
Alisa Joyce, preacher  
Music by John Del Cueto

EASTER – 9:00 & 11:15 am 
“He Is Not Here”  
Jacqui Lewis, preacher  
Middle Church Choir 
MCJJ Gospel Choir 
Manhattan Brass

APRIL 12 
“Mine! Mine! Mine!”  
Adriene Thorne, preacher  
MCJJ Gospel Choir

APRIL 19 
“Soul. Food.” 
Jacqui Lewis, preacher 
Middle Church Choir

APRIL 26  
CONFERENCE SUNDAY 
“Creating the World 
We Want” 
Jacqui Lewis, preacher 
Middle Church Choir 
MCJJ Gospel Choir

Art & Soul Worship  
at 6:00 pm 
APRIL 5 
EASTER 
“Attention Please”  
Adriene Thorne, preacher 
Jeremy Bertrand-Price and 
Middle Community Chorus 
APRIL 12 
“After Easter”  
Matlin Gilman and 
Jé Hooper, preachers 
Dionne McClain-Freeney 
and the Middle Community 
Chorus

APRIL 19  
“Soul. Food.” 
Jacqui Lewis, preacher 
Cassondra Kellam and  
Middle Community Chorus

APRIL 26  
CONFERENCE SUNDAY 
James A. Forbes, preacher 
Tituss Burgess and Middle 
Community Chorus

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis is Senior Minister at Middle Collegiate Church.  
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Carol Kissling is a member of the Middle Church Jerriese Johnson Gospel Choir, which rehearses on Thursdays at 7;00 pm.  

As I carried my bike down the stairs past a solitary man hawking 
cheap gold watches, I heard the inevitable, “Miss. Miss . . .”

I was on the 14th Street PATH station platform with my 
bike, with one other woman and a maintenance guy when the 
man approached me offering the same ugly watches. I sweetly 
declined again and said, “I don’t need a watch.” After some back 
and forth he said, “I could do with a bike like this.” He put one 
hand on the handlebars and stared at me as he said again that he, 
“could really do with a bike” like mine. I talked a bit about what I 
do with my bike and he walked away through the turnstile. The 
maintenance guy split.

When the man came back again through the turnstile, it 
was just the two of us on the platform. Three trains had gone by, 
none of them to Journal Square, and I suddenly felt like fate was 
messing with me. The man approached and told me again that 
he “could do with a bike” like mine. He was much taller than me 
and he put his hands on my handlebars again and stared at me 
and said again that he, “could do with a bike like this one.” I kept 
eye contact. I wasn’t in a panic, but I was really aware that he re-
ally wanted to take my bike.

For the first time in this exchange, my eyes studied the man’s 
features: his left ear was curled and thick, like a boxer’s and his 
teeth, widely spaced. I looked at his young face, the smashed hat 
on his head, and then his clothing. On his black sweatshirt, in 
bright white, were written the lyrics: “I am not forgotten GOD
knows my name”.

I sang to him. From my chest, my heart, through my eyes, I 
sang, “I am not forgotten/ I am not forgotten/ I am not forgotten/ 
GOD knows my name!”

He smiled a very big smile and lowered his eyes, as if sud-
denly shy, and asked, “You know him?” “Yes, I love him!” A Jour-
nal Square train finally pulled into the station, so I hurriedly 
said, “I’m in a choir. Come to Middle Church. 7th and Second. We 
have food every Sunday. And a pantry. Come to Middle Church.”

Then, I jumped on the PATH with my dear, little bike.
Thank you, John, for turning me on to that tune.

Share YOUR Story! We’d love to hear how God is impacting your life 
through the worship, words, music, and programs of Middle Collegiate 
Church. Send your stories to Christina at cfleming@middlechurch.org.

GOD Knows My Name BY CAROL KISSLING

We drink deeply from wells of freedom that we did not dig.
We stand on the shoulders of giants.
We are the product of a grand conspiracy of love.
We can not pay it back.
We must pay it forward. —Cory Booker, U.S. Senator, New Jersey

Whether from my recent pilgrimage to Selma, Alabama . . . to the 
bridge in Selma, Alabama . . . or in my past direct action days with 
ACT-UP and Queer Nation, I have learned 
one valuable, simple lesson:

Showing up matters. 
Being present matters. We testify by our 

physical presence. We stand. We bear wit-
ness. We add two more feet. . . one more body 
. . . to the crowd, the throng, the critical mass. 
To the moment. The movement. The cause of 
social justice.

As Cory Booker stated so well, I cannot 
pay back the debt I owe to the conspiracy 
of love that came before me. I can, however, 
pay it forward. With my feet, my presence, 
my time, and my money.

I grew up 25 miles from the Greensboro 
sit-ins at the Woolworth Store. Extending 
the love and values of my parents and my 
grandparents, regardless of race, is personal 

to me. I believe that the core messages of the gospel are compas-
sion in action and fearless love. Selma embodies that.

Going to Selma was not a choice to me. It truly was a pilgrim-
age to me. To a sacred place. To holy (set apart) ground. I needed 
to honor those like John Lewis who laid the groundwork, took a 
stand, put their lives on the line to create a world where a com-
munity of faith like Middle can exist, thrive, and publicly dem-
onstrate the value, equality and dignity of every person.

Sometimes I can show up. Sometimes I 
cannot. But my gifts, my contributions, my 
offerings to Middle allow others to stand in 
the gap when I am unable. Sponsoring other 
members, training young leaders, nurtur-
ing our incredible children, feeding those 
that are hungry, protesting at City Hall or in 
Union Square, advocating for voting rights, 
championing legislation.

I have learned that the singular act of 
showing up is incredibly powerful. I am 
proud to be a part of a community that 
shows up.

The phrase used in Selma to describe us 
is “foot soldiers.” Showing up. Walking for-
ward. Bearing witness. Standing in the gap. 
In the Middle. #FootSoldiers #Selma50

Showing Up Matters BY KENT HOLLIDAY

Kent Holliday is an elder at Middle Collegiate Church.  
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The Leading Edge: Race, 
Reconciliation, and Courage—
Creating the World We Want
Friday, April 24–Sunday, April 26, 2015

Our faith and moral courage demand that leaders—preachers 
and teachers; activists and artists; entertainers and entrepre-
neurs—undertake and encourage courageous conversations 
about race. Middle people, we are those leaders! You are central to 
this discussion because you are a change agent. You each have 
a platform with your friends and in your social networks. Your 
words about race matter in your workplace, your families, and 
your church. At our annual Leading Edge conference, you will 
hone the tools needed to be a part of a movement for healing. 

Presenters include young Millennials who are key organiz-
ers in the #BlackLivesMatter movement and the legendary Rev. 
Dr. James Forbes, whom Newsweek called one of the 12 “most ef-
fective preachers” in the English-speaking world. Conference fa-
vorite Rev. Dr. Miguel De La Torre and his son Vincent De La Torre 
will present their 2014 film about immigration and hardship 
on the border. Middle member and Broadway director Charles 
Randolph-Wright will share his play “The Crowd.” More of our 
community will bring their gifts as faculty. You can attend the 
regularly priced $400 conference for a $200 Middle member 
price. Use the promotion code MCC2015 to save 50%. For the 
schedule, presenters, or to register, visit middleproject.org.

Watch Middle Church Anytime! youtube.com/MiddleNYC

Local Justice Update
It is expensive to live in New York City! So many of us are barely 
getting by or even having to choose between buying food or pay-
ing bills. At Middle Church, we want everyone to have enough.

Middle Church partners with the Micah Institute, an inter-
faith group focused on economic justice, which meets monthly 
to discuss issues like the Real Living Wage NYC Campaign to raise 
the wage to $20, and organizes advocacy actions and rallies for 
economic justice around New York City.

Our Food Pantry re-opened in January with a new client-
choice format and has a dedicated crew of Sunday volunteers 
passionate about food justice and serving our community. Our 
client base continues to grow each time we are open on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of every month. We need volunteers to help 
on weekdays with inventory, preparing the client intake binder 
and roster, food orders, and storage and pantry organization.

Butterfly will be back in action beginning Easter Sunday, 
April 5! Every Sunday morning volunteers will pack 180 bag 
lunches in two shifts at 9 am and 10 am, then distribute the 
lunches to our hungry neighbors in local parks following the 
morning worship celebration.

We hope you will get involved! If you’d like to volunteer for 
the Food Pantry or Butterfly to help work for justice and expe-
rience new ways to love your neighbor, please contact Alisa at 
ajoyce@middlechurch.org or (212) 477-0666 x300.
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April 
Check middlechurch.org for full details of all events.

Sunday Mornings
•	•	Wee Care (under age 4) – 9:30 am–2:30 pm	•	3rd Floor Wee Care
•	APR	5	–	Easter Egg Hunt – 10:15 am

•	APR	12	–	Freedom School Planning Meeting – 9:30–11:00 am 
•	APR	12	–	New Member Orientation Part 1 – 10:00–11:00 am

•	CELEBRATION! SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP – 11:15 am–12:30 pm

APR 5 – Easter Sunrise – 7:00 am – “Empty Promises” Alisa Joyce, 
preacher	•	Music	by	John	Del	Cueto

APR 5 – Easter – 9:00 and 11:15 am “He Is Not Here” Jacqui Lewis, 
preacher	•	Middle	Church	Choir	•	MCJJ	Gospel	Choir	•	Manhat-
tan	Brass	•	Communion

APR 12 – “Mine!	Mine!	Mine!”	Adriene	Thorne,	preacher	•	MCJJ	
Gospel	Choir	•	New	Members	Welcomed

APR 19 – “Soul.	Food.”	Jacqui	Lewis,	preacher	•	Middle	Church	Choir
APR 26 – Conference Sunday “Creating the World We Want” Jac-

qui	Lewis,	preacher•	Middle	Church	Choir	•	MCJJ	Gospel	Choir

Sunday Afternoons
•	The Ark (Grades K–6) – 11:30–12:30 pm	•	3rd Floor Studio
•	Chat & Chew – 12:30 pm	•	Social Hall
•	Adult Ed: Reading the Bible from the Middle – 1:15–2:30 pm

•	Village Chorus for Children and Youth – 1:00–2:30 pm

•	Adult Ed: The Opening Act – 4:30–5:30 pm	•	Conference Room
•	Middle Community Chorus Rehearsal – 4:30–5:30 pm	•	Sanctuary
•	APR	5	–	Easter Egg Hunt – 12:30 am

•	APR 12, 26 – Food Pantry Distribution – 1:30–3:00 pm

•	APR 12 – New Member Orientation Part 1 – 5:00–5:45 pm

•	APR 12 – MP Young Adult Leadership Training – 1:00–5:00 pm

•	APR	19	–		Third Sunday Being Groups – 1:15–2:30 pm

•	APR 19 – Freedom School Event – 2:00–5:30 pm •	3rd Floor Studio

Sunday Evenings
•	ART & SOUL SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP – 6:00–7:00 pm 

APR 5 – Easter “Attention Please” Adriene Thorne, preacher 
•	Jeremy	Bertrand-Price	and	Middle	Community	Chorus	•	
Communion

APR 12 – “After Easter” Matlin Gilman and Jé Hooper, preachers 
•	Dionne	McClain-Freeney	and	the	Middle	Community	Chorus	•	
New Members Welcomed

APR 19 – “Soul.	Food.”	Jacqui	Lewis,	preacher	•	Cassondra	Kellam	
and Middle Community Chorus

APR 26 – Conference	Sunday	•	James	A.	Forbes,	preacher	•	Tituss	
Burgess and Middle Community Chorus

•	Encore – 7:00–7:30 pm •	Social Hall
•	Alcoholics Anonymous – 7:00–8:00 pm  •	3rd Floor Studio

Weekdays This Month  

Tuesdays
•	Alcoholics Anonymous – 7:00–8:00 pm / 8:30–9:30 pm

•	APR 21 – Pub Theology – 7:00–8:30 pm •	Jimmy’s No. 43, 43 E. 7th St.
•	APR 28 – Middle Consistory Meeting – 6:30 pm •	Conference Room

Thursdays
•		Al-Anon – 7:30–8:30 pm

•	Creative Writing – 6:30–8:00 pm	•	4th Floor Studio
•	MCJJ Gospel Choir Rehearsal – 7:00 pm	•	Community Room
•	APR 2 – Maundy Thursday Worship – 7:00–8:00 pm •	Sanctuary

Fridays
•	APR 3 – Good Friday Worship – 12:00 noon–3:00 pm •	Sanctuary
•	APR 24 – Leading Edge Conference Begins! – 1:00 pm

Saturdays
•	Alcoholics Anonymous – 7:00–8:00 pm / 8:30–9:30 pm

•	APR 4 – Holy Saturday Vigil – 7:00–8:00 pm •	Sanctuary



Holy Week at Middle Church
MARCH 29 — Palm Sunday Celebration! Worship • 11:15 am — 
“Palms and Passion” readings and music from many genres with 
the Middle Church Choir, MCJJ Gospel Choir, and Middle clergy.

MARCH 29 — Palm Sunday Art & Soul • 6:00 pm — Jacqui Lewis 
and Jim Kast-Keat reflect on “Palms and Passion” with music 
from Cassondra Kellam and the Middle Community Chorus.

APRIL 2 — Maundy Thursday Mini-Seder & Agape Meal • 7:00  
pm —  Join Jim Kast-Keat, Tony Jones, and the MCJJ Gospel Choir 
for reflection, gospel music, and communion. 

APRIL 3 — Good Friday: Seven Lessons and Laments • 12:00–
3:00 pm — Homilies from Middle clergy with music from Dionne 
McClain-Freeney.

APRIL 4 — Holy Saturday Vigil • 7:00–8:00 pm — Reflections 
and readings created by lay leaders with Chad Tanaka Pack and 
music from Allison Mickelson.

APRIL 5 — Easter Sunday Sunrise Worship • 7:00 am — A con-
templative worship to begin the day with preacher Alisa Joyce 
and music from John Del Cueto.

APRIL 5 — Easter Sunday Celebration! Worship • 9:00 and 
11:15 am — Jacqui Lewis preaches “He Is Not Here” with special 
music and Easter favorites from the Middle Church Choir, and 
the MCJJ Gospel Choir.

APRIL 5 — Easter Egg Hunt • 10:15 am and 12:30 pm — All chil-
dren are welcome to our annual Easter egg hunt after the 9:00 am
and 11:15 am worship celebrations.

APRIL 5 — Easter Sunday Art & Soul • 6:00 pm — Adriene 
Thorne reflects on Easter with special music from the Middle 
Community Chorus.

Care Line For pastoral care emergencies, call the Care Line at 
917-439-9268 to leave your urgent message in the Pastoral Care 
Mailbox. A Middle Church pastor will return your call as soon as she 
or he is able. Only Middle pastors have access to the Pastoral Care 
Mailbox. All messages are treated confidentially.

 Rev. Jacqueline J. Lewis, Ph.D., Senior Minister

sanctuary 112 Second Avenue (bet. 6th St. & 7th St.)
office 50 East 7th Street (bet. First Ave. & Second Ave.) 
 New York, NY 10003
telephone 212-477-0666
care line 917-439-9268
website middlechurch.org
email middleinfo@middlechurch.org
follow us! facebook.com/MiddleCollegiateChurch 
 facebook.com/Rev.Jacqui.Lewis 
 vimeo.com/middlechurch 
 twitter.com/middlechurch 
 twitter.com/RevJacquiLewis

Middle Collegiate Church is a celebrating, culturally diverse, 
inclusive, and growing community of faith where all persons are 
welcomed just as they are as they come through the door. Rooted in 
Christian tradition as the oldest continuous Protestant Church in North 
America, Middle Church is called by God to boldly do a new thing on 
the earth.

As a teaching congregation that celebrates the arts, our ministries 
include rich and meaningful worship, care, and education that nurture 
the mind, body, and spirit, social action which embraces the global 
community, and participation in interfaith dialogue for the purpose of 
justice and reconciliation.

50 East 7th Street • New York, NY 10003




