
My grandmother’s birthday was yesterday. She 
would be 102. When I was a little girl, I thought 
there was a river running around her one-story 
white clapboard house on the hill, with black 
trimmed awnings reaching toward the sky. I 
grew to understand that there was no river; it 
was a ditch for runoff. And the hill was just a little 
high ground to avoid flooding.

Oh, how I loved her house. I loved the fact 
that the door was almost always open. I loved 
looking into the screen door at the living room, 
the mesh making it look misty and magical. I 
loved the colorful woven rugs on the floor, the 
dark mahogany table in front of 
the soft couch and love seat cov-
ered in blue. I loved the well-
dusted miniatures kept high 
on shelves and in the étagère. I 
loved the sunny yellow kitchen 
and the rich smells that refused 
to leave. Bacon and greens and 
ham and sweet potato pie and 
pot roast and fried chicken 
and freshly baked corn bread 
swirled, hypnotizing me. 

I loved the white crocheted bedspreads in 
the two bedrooms and the white doilies on the 
tabletops and the smell of Lemon Pledge and 
Pine-Sol that signaled her fastidious attention 
to clean. I loved the pink fluffy rugs in the bath-
room and the smell of talcum powder and Ivory 
soap and the neatly folded don’t-touch-me towel 
hanging on the rack.

I loved her. Ma’ Dear. Mommy’s mommy. 
Born February 24, 1913. Stout, red-boned—
meaning reddish-brown like that clay-tinged 
dirt surrounding the house sprouting crabgrass. 
I loved her stunning smile, wide and open and 
white despite her chewing-tobacco habit. I loved 
the way her kisses were sweet like sugar, sugar 
for which she asked in a lovely Mississippi Delta 
drawl. “Come here gal, and give me some sugah; 
I love you,” and the way she smelled like cin-
namon and lavender. I loved her laugh, a laugh 

that broke my heart wide open, and I loved her 
eyes and the way they were shaped like almonds. 
Mommy has those eyes, and the same cheek-
bones, and the same skin that seems never to 
wrinkle stretched tautly across them.

Though she was the number 5 child, she took 
care of 14 brothers, and her own often-pregnant 
mother. She raised three children—Emma, my 
mom, the middle child; Verline, Mommy’s baby 
sister; and Gus, the oldest brother. She raised 
them after their father skipped out and moved 
north to another town and started another fam-
ily. She raised them sharecropping, chopping 

cotton, and working as a nurse’s 
aide at the hospital. She raised 
them on crowder peas and pole 
beans and cabbage and pigs 
raised on her little plot of land. 
She raised them with love thick 
as molasses, with a switch when 
needed, and with the Bible as 
her guide. She raised them in 
church, sent them to the only 
school they could attend—the 
colored one—and held them in 

the big love of her bosom. She raised them to love 
each other. Gus has passed. Emma and Verline 
talk every day on the phone. Every day.

Louella Edwards. Li’l Sis. Mama. Ma’ Dear—
my grandmother. Strong. Courageous. Faithful. 
Matriarch. A Christian whose favorite verse was, 
“Pray for your enemies.” Friend. I inherited her 
hats when she died. Big, beautiful, snazzy hats 
with bows and veils. A particular woman with 
hats and gloves and a story. Her story.

How did a particular woman’s history shape 
your story? This month at Middle Church, we 
will celebrate the women in our lives, how they 
raised us and what they taught us, about faith 
and courage. I hope you will share your powerful 
women’s stories with each other. 

I love you,
Jacqui

A Particular Woman’s HistoryWatch live on middlechurch.org

Celebration! Worship 
at 11:15 am 
MARCH 1 
“Let Me Get This Straight”  
Adriene Thorne, preacher  
Middle Church Choir

MARCH 8 
“Home Economics”  
Chad Tanaka Pack, preacher 
MCJJ Gospel Choir

MARCH 15 
“God Is SO Good!” 
Jacqui Lewis and  
Jenny Powers, preachers 
Middle Church Choir

MARCH 22  
Celebrating Women 
“A New Covenant” 
Jacqui Lewis, preacher 
Middle Church Choir

MARCH 29 
Palm Sunday 
“Palms and Passion”  
Middle Church Choir 
MCJJ Gospel Choir

Art & Soul Worship  
at 6:00 pm 
MARCH 1 
“Lent—A Kick in the Ash”  
Jim Kast-Keat, preacher 
Malia T. Blake,  
Elisabeth Rodgers, and 
Middle Community Chorus 
MARCH 8 
“Hysteria”  
Alisa Joyce, preacher 
Cassondra Kellam and the 
Middle Community Chorus

MARCH 15  
“Ain’t No Mountain 
High Enough”  
Natalie Perkins, preacher  
Keith Mitchell and  
Middle Community Chorus

MARCH 22 
Celebrating Women 
“When We All Know God” 
Jacqui Lewis and  
Christina Fleming, preachers 
Deborah Berg McCarthy and 
Middle Community Chorus

MARCH 29 
Palm Sunday 
“Palms and Passion”  
Jim Kast-Keat and Jacqui 
Lewis, preachers 
Middle Community Chorus Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis is Senior Minister at Middle Collegiate Church.  
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Shanta Thake is an Elder at Middle Collegiate Church and Chair of the Middle Church Consistory.  

In a little-known book in the Bible, Habakkuk, God tells the 
prophet to “Write the vision and make it plain!” But when you do 
that, you don’t always know where God will lead. For years, the 
Consistory has heard your dreams for the Middle Church theolo-
gy of “Love.Period.” to be heard across our nation. We have heard 
how you wished a LGBTQ-affirming church could be in the news 
so today’s children would know that God loves and celebrates 
each of us. We have heard your affirmations when our church 
stood for racial reconciliation in The New York Times, on MSNBC, 
on local news outlets, and in the streets after Trayvon, Mike, and 
Eric were murdered.

In recent months and years, Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis—with the 
help of our Director of Outreach and Communications, Christina 
Fleming—has been sharing the theology of inclusiveness, jus-
tice, and love in more media outlets. Jacqui does this as part of 
her job description as “vision bearer” and “public theologian, ” 
with blessings and encouragement from Consistory. 

On February 22, Melissa Harris-Perry talked with Jacqui on 
MSNBC about Islamophobia. She shared, “I don’t want to hear 
Christianity in the same sentence as the Klu Klux Klan any more 

than the President wants to put ISIS in the same sentence as Is-
lam.” She articulated her dream that  “America … be at war with 
hate,” not with religions. When those soundbites move through 
the air, we become a congregation without traditional walls. 
Hundreds of thousands hear what we hear on Sundays: welcom-
ing, artistic, inclusive and bold words that make plain God’s vi-
sion of a healed and just world. 

When Jacqui is asked to bring the progressive Christian 
viewpoint to various media, the vision of our Middle Church 
community becomes a reality. We are called to this work of 
change and must answer the call whenever possible. 

We, Middle Church, are a voice for healing and bridge build-
ing. It means so much to me personally to see such positive ener-
gy coming from any church, let alone my church.  I am so proud 
of the work and words of Middle Church out in the world.

Share YOUR Story! We’d love to hear how God is impacting your 
life through the worship, words, music, and programs of Middle Col-
legiate Church. Send your stories to Christina Fleming at cfleming@
middlechurch.org.

Building Bridges BY SHANTA THAKE

Food Pantry
Sunday, March 8, 22 • 1:30–3:00 pm • 50 E. 7th St. entrance

Our Food Pantry is open on second and fourth Sundays each 
month. If you know of families or individuals in need, all 
are welcome. Every fourth Sunday, congregants are invited 
to bring fresh fruit for food pantry distribution that day. 
For more information or to volunteer, contact Alisa Joyce at 
ajoyce@middlechurch.org.  

Our faith and moral courage demand that leaders—preachers 
and teachers; activists and artists; entertainers and entrepre-
neurs—undertake and encourage courageous conversations 
about race. Middle people, we are those leaders! Thought leaders, 
respected in our city and in our nation for the amazing work we 
do to work for justice and human rights. That is why we will wel-
come some 150 people to this year’s Middle Project conference, 
“The Leading Edge: Race, Reconciliation, and Courage: Creat-
ing the World We Want.” 

You are central to this discussion because you are a change 
agent. You each have a platform with your friends and in your 
social networks. Your words about race matter in your work-
place, your families, and your church. We want you to have tools 
to be a part of a movement for healing. 

Presenters include young Millennials who are key organiz-
ers in the #BlackLivesMatter movement and the legendary Rev. 
Dr. James Forbes, who Newsweek magazine called one of the 12 
“most effective preachers” in the English-speaking world. Con-
ference favorite Rev. Dr. Miguel De La Torre and his son Vincent 
De La Torre will present their 2014 film about immigration and 
hardship on the border. Middle member and Broadway director 
Charles Randolph-Wright will share his play “The Crowd.” More 
of our community will bring their gifts as faculty. You can attend 
the regularly priced $400 conference for $100 if you register by 
March 31! Use the promotion code MC75 to save 75%. For the 
schedule, presenters, or to register, visit middleproject.org.

The Leading Edge: Race, Reconciliation, and Courage— 
Creating the World We Want Friday, April 24–Sunday, April 26, 2015
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Linda Sarsour



Watch Middle Church Anytime! youtube.com/MiddleNYC
33

March 
Check middlechurch.org for full details of all events.

Sunday Mornings
•	Wee Care (under age 4) – 9:30 am–2:30 pm	•	3rd Floor Wee Care
• MAR 8 – Freedom School Planning Meeting – 9:30–11:00 am 
• MAR 8 – New Member Orientation Part 1 – 10:00–11:00 am

•	CELEBRATION! SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP – 11:15 am–12:30 pm

MAR 1 – “Let	Me	Get	This	Straight”	•	Adriene	Thorne,	preacher		•	
Middle	Church	Choir	•	Communion	•	Family	Worship

MAR 8 – “Home	Economics”	•	Chad	Tanaka	Pack,	preacher	•	MCJJ	
Gospel	Choir	•	New	Members	Welcomed

MAR 15 – “God	Is	SO	Good!”	•	Jacqui	Lewis	and	Jenny	Powers,	
preachers	•	Middle	Church	Choir

MAR 22 – Celebrating Women	•	“A	New	Covenant”	•	Jacqui	Lewis,	
preacher	•	Middle	Church	Choir

MAR 29 – Palm Sunday • “Palms	and	Passion”	•	Middle	Church	
Choir	•	MCJJ	Gospel	Choir

Sunday Afternoons
•	The Ark (Grades K–6) – 11:30–12:30 pm	•	3rd Floor Studio
•	Chat & Chew – 12:30 pm	•	Social Hall
•	Adult Ed: Reading the Bible from the Middle – 1:15–2:30 pm

•	Adult Ed: Stitched Together – 1:15–2:30 pm

•	Village Chorus for Children and Youth – 1:00–2:30 pm

•	Adult Ed: The Opening Act – 4:30–5:30 pm	•	Conference Room
•	Middle Community Chorus Rehearsal – 4:30–5:30 pm	•	Sanctuary
•	MAR 1 – Adult Ed: Vision Sunday – 12:30–2:30 pm

•	MAR 8, 22 – Food Pantry Distribution – 1:30–3:00 pm

•	MAR 8 – New Member Orientation Part 1 – 5:00–5:45 pm

•	MAR 15 – MP Young Adult Leadership Training – 1:00–5:00 pm

• MAR 15 –  Third Sunday Being Groups – 1:15–2:30 pm

•	MAR 29 – Freedom School Event – 2:00–5:30 pm •	3rd Floor Studio

Sunday Evenings
•	ART & SOUL SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP – 6:00–7:00 pm 

MAR 1 – “Lent—A	Kick	in	the	Ash”	•	Jim	Kast-Keat,	preacher	•	
Malia T. Blake, Elisabeth Rodgers, and the Middle Community 
Chorus	•	Communion

MAR 8 – “Hysteria”	•	Alisa	Joyce,	preacher	•	Cassondra	Kellam	and	
the	Middle	Community	Chorus	•	New	Members	Welcomed

MAR 15 – “Ain’t	No	Mountain	High Enough”	•	Natalie	Perkins,	
preacher	•	Keith	Mitchell	and	the	Middle	Community	Chorus

MAR 22 – Celebrating Women	•	“When	We	All	Know	God”	•	Jacqui	
Lewis	and	Christina	Fleming,	preachers	•	Deborah	Berg	McCarthy	
and the Middle Community Chorus

MAR 29 – Palm Sunday • “Palms	and	Passion”	•	Jim	Kast-Keat	
and	Jacqui	Lewis,	preachers	•	Middle	Community	Chorus

•	Encore – 7:00–7:30 pm •	Social Hall
•	Alcoholics Anonymous – 7:00–8:00 pm  •	3rd Floor Studio

Weekdays This Month  

Tuesdays
•	Alcoholics Anonymous – 7:00–8:00 pm / 8:30–9:30 pm

•	MAR 3, 24, 31 – MCJJ Gospel Choir Rehearsal – 7:00 pm

•	MAR 17 – Pub Theology – 7:00–8:30 pm •	Jimmy’s No. 43, 43 E. 7th St.
•	MAR 24 – Middle Consistory Meeting – 6:30 pm •	Conference Room

Thursdays
•		Al-Anon – 7:30–8:30 pm

•	Creative Writing – 6:30–8:00 pm	•	4th Floor Studio
•	MCJJ Gospel Choir Rehearsal – 7:00 pm	•	Community Room
•	MAR 26 – Upper Room Prayer Group – 6:30–8:00 pm •	Parlor

Saturdays
•	Alcoholics Anonymous – 7:00–8:00 pm / 8:30–9:30 pm

New Member Orientation
Sunday, March 8 • 10:00 am or 5:00 pm

Part 1: Welcome and Connect — Information and conversa-
tion for those who joined the Middle Movement this month. 

Sunday Adult Education
Lent is a season that invites us to discover what it means to be 
human. Take one of these spiritual journeys in Lent. 
•	Reading the Bible from the Middle — Sundays • 1:15 pm 

— Join us as we explore the sermon and scripture from the 
morning worship celebration, discovering the ways these 
Lenten themes connect in or lives and in our world. Led by 
Matlin Gilman and Jim Kast-Keat

•	 Stitched Together — Sundays • 1:15 pm — Young adults 
and the young at heart are invited to deeply learn and explore 
what it means to live and love together in God’s Household.  
This group will stitch and combine our stories and discuss 
ideas from Stitches: A Handbook on Meaning, Hope, and Repair by 
Anne Lamott. Led by Allison Mickelson and Gabby Deveaux.

•	 The Opening Act — Sundays • 4:30 pm — Gather for a 
multimedia dialogue inspired by Lenten scripture readings, 
discussing themes of lament, celebration, suffering, hope, and 
more. Led by Natalie Perkins and Jim Kast-Keat

Third Sundays Being Groups
Sunday, March 15 (Third Sundays) • 1:15–2:30 pm

•	 Erasing Racism — Middle’s positive multiracial community 
goes deeper, using art to spark the conversation about racism. 

•	Middle Business Network — Business professionals meet to 
discuss faith, ethics, and the corporate workplace.

•	Mothers & Spirituality — Deepen connection and grow spiri-
tually by focusing on parenting and its intersection with faith.

•	 Praying Dangerously – Join this group as they discuss the 
poem Praying Dangerously and pray for one another.

Pub Theology
Tuesday, March 17 • 7:00–8:30 pm • Jimmy’s No. 43  
43 East 7th Street between Second and Third Avenues

Gather for good drinks and conversation about God, life, and 
everything in between. Rsvp to Jim Kast-Keat at jimkastkeat@
middlechurch.org.

Creative Writing Workshop
Thursdays • 6:30–8:00 pm • 4th Floor Studio

Participants meet weekly in a supportive, creative, and fun envi-
ronment where ideas move from head to paper. Coordinated by 
writer and Middle member Harold Slazer. 

Upper Room Prayer Group
Thursday, March 26 • 6:30–8:00 pm • Parlor

This monthly opportunity to pray in community uses The Up-
per Room prayer devotional as its guide. Middle member Judith 
Brown-Leigh leads this group to deeper and higher places.



Holy Week at Middle Church
MARCH 29 – Palm Sunday Celebration! Worship • 11:15 am — 
“Palms and Passion” readings and music from many genres with 
the Middle Church Choir, MCJJ Gospel Choir, and Middle clergy.

MARCH 29 – Palm Sunday Art & Soul • 6:00 pm — Jacqui Lewis 
and Jim Kast-Keat reflect on “Palms and Passion” with music 
from Cassondra Kellam and the Middle Community Chorus.

APRIL 2 – Maundy Thursday Worship & Agape Meal • 7:00  pm
—  Join Jim Kast-Keat, Tony Jones, and the MCJJ Gospel Choir for 
reflection, gospel music, and communion. 

APRIL 3 – Good Friday: Seven Lessons and Laments • 12:00–
3:00 pm — Homilies from Middle clergy and guests with music 
from Dionne McClain-Freeney.

APRIL 5 – Easter Sunday Sunrise Worship • 7:00 am — A con-
templative worship to begin the day with preacher Alisa Joyce 
and music from John Del Cueto.

APRIL 5 – Easter Sunday Celebration! Worship • 9:00 and 
11:15 am — Jacqui Lewis preaches “He Is Not Here” with special 
music and Easter favorites from the Middle Church Choir, and 
the MCJJ Gospel Choir.

APRIL 5 – Easter Egg Hunt • 10:15–10:45 am — All children are 
welcome to our annual Easter egg hunt.

APRIL 5 – Easter Sunday Art & Soul • 6:00 pm — Adriene 
Thorne reflects on Easter with special music from the Middle 
Community Chorus.

Care Line For pastoral care emergencies, call the Care Line at 
917-439-9268 to leave your urgent message in the Pastoral Care 
Mailbox. A Middle Church pastor will return your call as soon as she 
or he is able. Only Middle pastors have access to the Pastoral Care 
Mailbox. All messages are treated confidentially.

 Rev. Jacqueline J. Lewis, Ph.D., Senior Minister

sanctuary 112 Second Avenue (bet. 6th St. & 7th St.)
office 50 East 7th Street (bet. First Ave. & Second Ave.) 
 New York, NY 10003
telephone 212-477-0666
care line 917-439-9268
website middlechurch.org
email middleinfo@middlechurch.org
follow us! facebook.com/MiddleCollegiateChurch 
 facebook.com/Rev.Jacqui.Lewis 
 vimeo.com/middlechurch 
 twitter.com/middlechurch 
 twitter.com/RevJacquiLewis

Middle Collegiate Church is a celebrating, culturally diverse, 
inclusive, and growing community of faith where all persons are 
welcomed just as they are as they come through the door. Rooted in 
Christian tradition as the oldest continuous Protestant Church in North 
America, Middle Church is called by God to boldly do a new thing on 
the earth.

As a teaching congregation that celebrates the arts, our ministries 
include rich and meaningful worship, care, and education that nurture 
the mind, body, and spirit, social action which embraces the global 
community, and participation in interfaith dialogue for the purpose of 
justice and reconciliation.

50 East 7th Street • New York, NY 10003


