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March 10, 2016 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Dacula Middle School is offering German I and Latin I for the 2016-2017 school year! These are 
the same level-one courses offered at the high school. These courses will use a two-year Carnegie 
Unit model: the high school level course will be split over two years – 7th and 8th grade. The 
courses will cover the same material, and students will take the same end of course 
examinations given to students at the high school. Upon successful completion of both years, 
students may receive a Carnegie Unit of credit (the credit offered to students in high school). 
Students may then enroll in German II or Latin II when they begin high school, and thus gain a 
step toward Advanced Placement classes. 
 
These courses are year-long connections classes. Students will have their foreign language class 
for all of 7th grade and all of 8th grade. Though teachers will keep in mind the demands of the 
four core courses, students should expect homework. Students should consider carefully whether 
they are prepared for the extra investment of time. 
 
Your response to this letter is to indicate your child’s interest in either German or Latin. 
Returning this letter does not guarantee a place in the class. Placement will depend upon 
availability in your child’s schedule, academic performance, and timely receipt of this letter. 
Please return the form to your child’s homeroom teacher by Thursday, March 31, 2016. 
We hope you will take advantage of this unique opportunity! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrea Marchese 
German Teacher 
Email Andrea_Marchese@gwinnett.k12.ga.us with questions. 
 
 

Student Name ________________________________  Current Homeroom Teacher ______________ 
   (Please print clearly) 
 
Please check only one: 
 
_______  I am interested in taking German I. 
 
_______  I am interested in taking Latin I. 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Parent Signature 

 
*If your child is not interested in taking a foreign language, this letter does not need to be returned.   
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Studying any foreign language will provide students with a greater understanding of the broader world, 
greater empathy for cultural differences, and a deeper understanding of one’s own language. Beyond the 
cognitive, social, and economic benefits of learning language there are some benefits that are language-
specific. While we in GCPS believe that there is no such thing as the “best” language to study, there may be 
aspects to some languages or cultures that directly appeal to a student’s individual interests or career goals. 
 
 Why Study German? 

 

Germany is the largest foreign direct investor 
to the State of Georgia and has the fourth 
largest economy in the world 
German companies consider Georgia to be a major 
hub for expansion. The new 100 million dollar 
Porsche North America headquarters is scheduled 
to open near Hartsfield Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport by 2015 and companies such 
as Siemens have long considered our region and 
Gwinnett County home. 
 
Strong partnerships with area universities 
Every major college and university in the State of 
Georgia maintains study abroad connections with 
college campuses in Germany. The partnership 
between Georgia Tech and the Technical 
University of Munich is particularly strong, offering 
opportunities for Georgia Tech students proficient 
in German to study and earn credit on the Munich 
campus.  
 
Cultural connections 
Partnerships with organizations such as the 
Goethe Zentrum, the German American Chamber 
of Commerce, The Halle Foundation, and the 
German Consulate-Atlanta provide students with 
cultural study and language assessment 
opportunities that can lead to real-world 
advantages in the global economy.  
 
German helps you maximize SAT scores 
English and German are both related to the same 
root language and are therefore sister languages. 
Studying German provides students with insight 
into the English language and improves 
performance on standardized tests. Historically, 
students studying German have outperformed the 
average on the SAT. 

Why Study Latin? 
 

The mental discipline of learning Latin instills 
systematic, rigorous and analytic thinking 
Latin originated with the Romans, and their 
character pervades the language they created. 
R.W. Livingstone notes “the Roman disciplined his 
thought as he disciplined himself; his words are 
drilled as rigidly as were his legions, and march 
with the same regularity and precision.” 
 
Latin grammar provides a solid foundation 
for education 
While neither English language nor grammar 
derive from Latin, many of our grammatical rules 
do!  Classicist Charles Bennett notes “The study of 
one’s own language is achieved incomparably 
better by the indirect method of studying another 
language. Translation from Latin to English is so 
helpful to the student who would attain mastery 
of his/her own language”. 
 
Latin is an ideal tool for transmission of 
cultural literacy 
Studying Latin provides a linguistic tool for deep 
investigation of the roots of modern civilization 
from the Greeks to the Romans to early Christian 
societies. Using the language as context for 
studying history and legends provides access 
through enduring classical texts to philosophy and 
history including Caesar, Cicero, and Virgil.  
 
Latin helps you maximize SAT scores 
Students studying Latin learn prefixes, suffixes and 
additional language forms that have proven 
beneficial on standardized tests. Historically, Latin 
students have outperformed all other groups on 
the SAT. 
 


