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Meet Peachtree Corners’ Municipal Judge 
 
Most of you will never have the occasion to meet Judge Charles L. Barrett, III, the city’s municipal judge 
who oversees city ordinance violations that end up in court. 
 
 Judge Charles L. Barrett III was appointed as the Peachtree Corners Municipal Judge on September 17, 
2013. He has been a Gwinnett resident for the past 32 years and also serves as municipal judge for 
several other Gwinnett County cities including Duluth, Lilburn and Berkeley Lake. 
 
Judge Barrett is a graduate of Georgia State College and holds a Bachelor of Arts (A. B., 1967) degree. He 
also holds a Doctor of Law Degree (J.D., 1971) from the Emory University School of Law. 
 
We sat down with Judge Barrett recently to learn more about him and what he does for our city. 
 
Q: How long have you been a municipal judge? 
 
A: I have been serving as a municipal judge since 1999, when I began serving as a part time associate 
judge in Duluth.  
 
Q: Why did you decide to become a judge? 
 
A: Becoming a judge allows one to make a contribution to the justice system and to become an advocate 
for our system of justice, which I am privileged to be able to do.  
 
Q: Did you practice as a lawyer before becoming a judge? 
 
A: I practiced law prior to becoming a full-time judge. In Georgia, by statute, all municipal court judges 
must be active members, in good standing, of the State Bar of Georgia. Cities may have additional 
requirements as set out by local Charter.  
 
Q: What type of cases do you hear for the city? 
 
A: Our municipal court hears cases involving city ordinances (property maintenance, zoning, alcoholic 
beverage regulation, to name a few). We do not hear cases involving alleged traffic violations. 
 
Q: What advice would you give residents and business operators on how to avoid a court citation? 
 



A: Although I cannot provide legal advice, I would suggest that our citizens and business operators 
familiarize themselves with our ordinances pertaining to anticipated activities or operations. The City 
maintains the Code of Ordinances on its website, and city staff are available to respond to questions. In 
matters of code enforcement, in my experience, cities are interested in compliance, not punishment.  
 
Q: What is the most unusual or amusing case you’ve heard in the years since you’ve been a judge? 
 
A: One of my memorable moments involved a wedding ceremony at which I officiated. Both parties had 
been married before. A couple of weeks after the wedding the new husband appeared at my office in a 
visibly agitated state. He angrily announced that his new bride was being unfaithful, and he wanted me 
to “undo” the wedding ceremony. I had to tell him that I couldn’t do that and that he would need to go 
to the Superior Court to pursue the matter, further. I never saw him again, and I don’t know whether he 
was able to “undo” the marriage.  
 
Municipal Court is held monthly in the Council Chambers at City Hall. Visit the City Calendar on the 
Peachtree Corners website for a court date schedule. 
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