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Firefighters Prepare for Busy Time on the Chattahoochee River 

 

Firefighters continue to train and prepare for 

increased water rescue emergencies during the spring 

and summer months.   Warm weather means an 

increase in recreational activity on area lakes and 

rivers.  Firefighters warn rivergoers to pay attention 

to generation times at Buford Dam and to stay off the 

river until the swift current and water levels recede.   

People should never climb on old bridge structures 

and should avoid jumping into the river from elevated platforms.  Be sure to wear a lifejacket while in or 

near the water, especially if you don’t know how to swim.   

 

Swiftwater emergencies are among the most hazardous types of rescue situations that firefighters are 

faced with.  The often unforgiving and turbulent waters can be deadly to people who are 

unsuspecting.  Each year firefighters respond to calls for people in distress at nearby Jones Bridge Park, 

as well as other points along the Chattahoochee River.  For this reason, firefighters from various 

jurisdictions work together to prepare for the busy spring and summer season and to share a unified 

safety message. 

 

Firefighters trained to handle swiftwater rescue 

emergencies often perfect their skills at places like Six 

Flags Over Georgia.   The Thunder River attraction 

offers a fun place to play for park patrons, but it also 

mimics many of the turbulent waters that rescuers 

respond to each year.  Thunder River is an excellent 
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example of basic river dynamics and hydrology features.  Firefighters practice skills to swim across 

strong currents, demonstrate swiftwater rescue techniques, deal with obstacles in the water and learn 

self-rescue and survival methods.  Stay tuned for more information on river and swimming pool safety 

as the summer months approach.  STAY SAFE AND HAVE FUN!!!   

 

HAZARDS ON THE RIVER:    

Strainers and Sweepers – Downed or fallen trees and 

tree limbs and other in-stream objects area serious 

threat.  They allow water to pass through, but can trap 

people and equipment 

 

Changing Weather Conditions – Cool days and 

thunderstorms, all create special problems for people on the river.  Be prepared by bringing rain 

gear and extra clothing in a waterproof container.  Immediately exit the waterway and seek 

shelter in a substantial structure or vehicle during thunderstorms. 
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