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THE PROPHET EZEKIEL SAID:  

The hand of the Lord was upon me, 

and he brought me out by the Spirit of 

the Lord and set me in the middle of a 

valley; it was full of bones. He led me 

back and forth among them, and I 

saw a great many bones on the floor 

of the valley, bones that were very 

dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?”  

I said, “O Sovereign Lord, you 

alone know.” Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to these bones and say to 

them, 'Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these 

bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh 

come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will 

know that I am the Lord.'" So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a 

noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh 

appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 

"Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come 

from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.'" So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army. 

(Ezekiel 37:1-10 - NIV) 

PRAYER: Gracious God, we come in the name of Jesus Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit to 

prophesy to the bones and to the breath. We lift up our American Baptist family of churches, ministries, 

and missionary enterprises throughout the world. We need You, Lord; we need to be transformed by the 

power of the Spirit. In many ways we have been like the valley of dry bones, in need of new life, 

restoration, empowerment, and filling with the Holy Spirit. We prophesy to these dry bones, and we say, 

“Live! Come alive in the name of Jesus Christ!”  

We pray, O Spirit of God, come and breathe Your life into us! May we be a people who longs for You, Lord, 

who seeks after You and Your Kingdom and Your righteousness above all else. May we be a people who 

honors and reveres You and Your Holy Word, a people who delights in Your presence, who lives to please 

You, and to bring You glory. We pray that Your love and peace, Your justice and righteousness, Your 

purity and holiness will find fertile soil in our hearts and our churches, in all of our ministry and 

missionary endeavors in this country and throughout the world. We pray that our life together as 

American Baptists will bring honor and glory to Your holy name. Give us courage to stand for what we 

know is good and right and true. We say: “Come, Holy Spirit!” Say it with me, “Come, Holy Spirit! COME, 

HOLY SPIRIT!” O Lord, let Your Kingdom come and Your will be done on this earth as it is in Heaven! And 

we pray all of this, O Father God, in the matchless name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 


