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Winter 2016
Re: BLM Methane draft rules

Faith Leader Letter In Support of Rules Addressing Methane Pollution
We live in an amazing and holy moment where decisions made at many levels can have enormous consequences that lead to life or death. How we do business and create energy now has grave moral and ethical implications for human health, climate change devastation and life or death for the most vulnerable populations and the future children. 
All of our religious traditions call us to be stewards of creation and care for all brothers and sisters whether they live next door or across the oceans. The recent Papal Encyclical Laudato Si and the Muslim Declaration on Climate Change as well as many other documents affirm stepping up actions to address climate change in a spirit of unity and concern. Within this context we support proposed new guidelines to reduce methane pollution from the oil and gas industry. 
In his encyclical, Laudato Si: On Care of Our Common Home, a clarion call for dialogue and action to address climate change, Pope Francis states, “In the face of possible risks to the environment which may affect the common good now and in the future, decisions must be made “based on a comparison of the risks and benefits foreseen for the various possible alternatives. This is especially the case when a project may lead to a greater use of natural resources, higher levels of emission or discharge, an increase of refuse, or significant changes to the landscape, the habitats of protected species or public spaces.” (Laudato Si 184)
The new proposed methane rules are a moral step in the right direction to address the health implications of methane leaks with toxic chemicals such as cancer causing benzene and smog forming pollutants that trigger asthma. Curbing methane pollution is critical because it is over 80 times more potent than carbon dioxide in the first 20 years after release and is responsible for one-quarter of human made climate warming. If federal action by the BLM and EPA are not taken, methane pollution from the oil and natural gas industry is projected to increase around 25 percent over the next 10 years. 
New Mexico now suffers from a NASA identified methane hot spot the size of Delaware over the San Juan Basin, the highest concentration in the nation. Finally, it is not good stewardship to waste over 250,000 metric tons of methane as was the case in 2013. This is almost enough natural gas to meet the annual heating and cooking needs for all of the homes in Albuquerque (239,000 homes). In a state of so many human needs and economic poverty the estimated $42.7 million in royalty revenue lost since 2009 is morally irresponsible.
We the undersigned cannot remain silent in the face of so many moral wrongs. We support strong rules to address methane leaks and waste. 
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image1.png




