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Greetings from Ann Jansky, LDCCW President! 
One suggestion I took home from the NCCW Convention was the “no Bible, no breakfast” 

rule.  If we read the Bible for 5-10 minutes each day, it would take 1 1/2 years to finish.  

Make it a practice to start each day with scripture, followed by a good breakfast! 

So what has the LDCCW been up to since you received the July NewsNotes? July 20 brought 

all three dioceses to Grand Island for the annual Province meeting.  The August 21-22 

LDCCW board meetings took place in North Platte.  In September, Terri Sullivan, Fr. Lux, 

Fr. McGuire and I traveled to Orlando, Florida, for the NCCW Convention (see Terri’s article 

on page 3), and the Omaha Province raised $5,500 ($11,000 with matching funds) for KVSS 

Radio in just one hour during the Fall Care-a-thon.  October brought the life chain and pro-

life conferences throughout the entire state.  McCook sponsored a Day of Recollection and 

Spirit Catholic Radio partnered again with the LDCCW to help support the 6th annual Pro-

Life Diaper Drive.  LDCCW Sunday was celebrated on October 25, which gave parishes the 

opportunity to thank Council members for their service and works of mercy.  

Time to get ready for the Winter Symposium… and the 60th LDCCW Biennial Convention! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

6th Annual LDCCW Winter Symposium – January 15-16, 2016 – Our Lady of Good 

Counsel Retreat House, Waverly  

Plan now to attend the LDCCW Winter Symposium at the Retreat House. The theme for this 

year’s symposium is “Seeking God through works of mercy”, to emphasize the Year of 

Consecrated Life and Holy Year of Mercy which will both be in effect at that time.  The 

agenda and registration form for the Symposium can be found on the last two pages of the 

NewsNotes. You may register online at the Good Counsel Retreat House or  you may mail 

the registration form with your check made payable to “Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat 

House” to 7303 N. 112th St., Waverly, NE 68462.  Attendance will be limited to the first 100 

registrants due to space limitations at the retreat center, so be sure to register early. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————  

LDCCW Pre-convention Banquet (April 15) and 60th Biennial Convention (April 16) 

Banquet at Camp Kateri/Stone Creek Event Center, 629 N. 1st Ave., McCool Junction                          

Convention at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 505 N. East Avenue, York 

Theme:  The Francis Effect 

More details will be mailed/emailed on February 1, including the registration form, agenda, 

delegate credential card (required in order to vote at the convention board meeting), proposed 

resolutions, hotel information and raffle details.  Attendees will be able to register online or 

by mail.  Mark your calendars and save the date. 

Per the LDCCW Bylaws, “The Committee must receive any resolution offered for 

consideration by January 10 prior to LDCCW Convention. Official notice of the proposed 

resolutions and rationale is sent to the membership with the call to convention.”  If you would 

like to submit a resolution to the committee, please send to Janice Goracke, 5951 S 70th St., 

Lincoln, NE 68516; 402-423-3001(home); 402-499-1514(cell); vgoracke@aol.com.  

Proposed 2016 Convention resolutions must be submitted to the Committee by January 10 to 

be considered.  

 

NewsNotes 



Fr. Thomas Lux—Spiritual Advisor 
Cell 308.991.4991       fr.thomas-lux@cdolinc.net 

Dear NewsNotes Readers, 

“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy” –Pope Francis. Misericordiae Vultus (The Face of Mercy)  
Bull of Indiction of The Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. Sect. 1. 

“FRANCIS BISHOP OF ROME SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD, TO ALL WHO READ THIS LETTER 
GRACE, MERCY, AND PEACE” is the heading/greeting of the document by which the Pope has designated a Holy Year of 
Mercy starting December 8.  

“Encounter” is key to understanding Pope Francis’ words & life according to Fr. Scott Courtney. Moving from the head alone to 
the heart and the head, being in relationship with others was key to Christ’s life and to the Vicar of Christ. I searched The Face of 
Mercy for “encounter”, “experience” & “enter”. The following is some of what I found. 

Section 8: “With our eyes fixed on Jesus and his merciful gaze, we experience the love of the Most Holy Trinity. The mission 
Jesus received from the Father was that of revealing the mystery of divine love in its fullness. “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8,16), John 
affirms for the first and only time in all of Holy Scripture. This love has now been made visible and tangible in Jesus’ entire life. 
… The relationships he forms with the people who approach him manifest something entirely unique and unrepeatable. …” 

 “Jesus, seeing the crowds of people who followed him, realized that they were tired and exhausted, lost and without a guide, and 
he felt deep compassion for them (cf. Mt 9:36). …he healed the sick … and with just a few loaves of bread and fish he satisfied 
the enormous crowd (cf. Mt 15:37). What moved Jesus in all of these situations was nothing other than mercy, with which 
he read the hearts of those he encountered and responded to their deepest need. When he came upon the widow of Nain 
taking her son out for burial, he felt great compassion for the immense suffering of this grieving mother, and he gave back 
her son by raising him from the dead (cf. Lk 7:15).” 

Section 3: “When faced with the gravity of sin, God responds with the fullness of mercy. Mercy will always be greater than 
any sin, and no one can place limits on the love of God who is ever ready to forgive. I will have the joy of opening the Holy 
Door on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. On that day, the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy through 
which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and instills hope.” 

Walking with Purpose is a Bible study recently begun in All Saints-Holdrege. Women are meeting in the parish hall in a 
setting where you don’t have to be perfect. We learned about it at an Amazing Parish conference. Check out 
walkingwithpurpose.com … a Catholic women’s Bible study that aims to bring women to a deeper personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ by offering personal study and small group discussion that link our everyday challenges & struggles with 
the solutions given to us through the teachings of Christ and the Roman Catholic Church.  

May God bless all of us with His Mercy and may we be merciful. 

=======================================> 

FOR PRIESTS: The Rosary and “the Worst Day of My Life” 

Homer Simpson is a below average dad. Occasionally he shows a hint of 
what seems like wisdom, especially when prompted by his wife, Marge 
(I’ve heard). In the movie, The Simpsons (I think there was only one), 
young Bart is having a terrible day. He is interacting with his dad, Homer, 
and something else goes wrong in his day. Bart says sadly, “Oooh. This is 
the worst day of my life.” Immediately, his dad responds (with humor and a bit of realism) with:  “So far!” 

The person who wakes up each morning and thinks, “What do I want to do today? I want to have fun (or be a success), so whom 
do I want to be my friends today? How can they make me happy?” This person will struggle to have Christian faith, even to 
understand it, unless he or she eventually reflects on the meaning of his or her life. They will have fun, but in reflecting they may 
see, “So far, I am happy but it has come from doing what I please, spending time only with people who are fun. I get what I want, 
but I feel empty. O, there should be some way to make my life happier, to be better.” 

Following Jesus won’t make sense to this person if he/she doesn’t understand human happiness. If he or she starts to have a real 
desire to stop using others, to see them as unique persons of value, and to serve, then he/she will start to experience a different 
kind of happiness – a deep inner joy, a sense of peace.  

This does not come from focusing selfishly on what I want. Rather it comes from choosing to be selfless, and to make that choice 
lasting. Only then will this person begin to make sense of Jesus and his call to love. This kind of reflection is necessary for change 
to happen, reflection that leads to prayer. And there are few prayers better to help one reflect further on the message of Jesus than 
the Rosary. 

So if you are hunting for another reason to promote the Rosary, maybe you can use some of these thoughts (with or 
without the Simpsons). 
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Fr. Thomas McGuire, Assistant Advisor 

Phone No. 402-223-2923 

Email address: frthomasmcguire@yahoo.com 

http://walkingwithpurpose.com/


To:  All parish and deanery Historians:  
REQUEST FOR DEANERY SCRAPBOOKS AT THE 2016 LDCCW BIENNIAL CONVENTION 
Have you ever wondered what your family and friends will treasure from the items you leave behind?  Keep in mind your sisters in 
prayer as you remember the LDCCW! 

 

As we plan for the diocesan convention in April 2016, let’s all start clipping those news items, photos, brochures, announcements, 
etc. which tell the story of our work in the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.  Anything your parish or deanery has been doing 
(the more unique, the better!)  Then paste them in a scrapbook and bring to the convention in York for others to see. 

The scrapbooks will not be judged, but the opportunity for others to see your work will be priceless.  You may want to choose a 
theme, or simply put in items as events occur chronologically. Any activity within the past two years is welcome. 

Parish and Deanery presidents may want to appoint someone as Historian if this has not already been done. Then the parish news 
is put in the Deanery scrapbook, and at convention we will have a table containing news from all 13 Deaneries! It will be up to 
each Deanery Historian to compile this book as she receives items from each parish in her deanery.  If any questions, just give me 
a call. 

 

Judy Lorenz, Diocesan Historian                       ron.and.judy.lorenz@gmail.com                                 Phone: 402-826-0484 

NCCW Convention report:  LDCCW President Ann Jansky, President-elect Terri Sullivan, and Spiritual Advisors Fr. 

Thomas Lux and Fr. Thomas McGuire attended the NCCW Convention September 9-12 in Orlando, Florida.  This year’s theme, 

“Sowers of Hope”, reminded us that even with all the negativity and immoral issues of society, there is hope that we, as Catholic 

Women, can sow that hope through our words and actions and be Christ’s hands and feet on earth. 

Mickey Mouse joined us for lunch on Thursday to help us celebrate the 95th birthday of NCCW.  Mass was held every day for 

the 672 attendees with 44 priests concelebrating.  The music and liturgy was indescribable.  What a great way to be reminded of the 

hope promised to those who follow God. 

Speakers at the convention included Mary Beth Hicks, often seen on EWTN, who told us that the NCCW is a very crucial 

instrument in today’s society of fragmented families and marriages; Dr. Carolyn Woo who shared the mission of CRS; Richard 

Doerflinger, who has been with the USCCB for 35 years, shared some insight on assisted suicide and some of the faults that occur 

with it; and Brandon Vogt who became a Catholic only 7 years ago and works with Bishop –Elect Robert Barron’s Word on Fire 

Catholic Ministries, gave us five keys to sharing our faith and telling our story .   

Statistics show that 50% of the youth leave the Catholic Church and 6.45 people leave the Church for every 1 person that joins, 

with 79% of them leaving before age 24. It is crucial that we evangelize and be the sowers of hope.  People in their 20’s and 30’s 

aren’t generally as strong in their faith so this is the generation we really need to capture.  The greatest challenge is learning how to 

communicate with each other.  Knowing that kids spend 7.5 hours per day on their phones and computers, it is easy to see that the 

best way to reach them is through the use of social media.  With this in mind it is important know that the media isn’t the problem, 

but misuse of the media is the problem.   We need to tell our stories of faith in new ways so that people see you and want to have 

what you have.  They will ask “why are you so joyful?” and you can reply “because I know Jesus.”   

One of the newest challenges facing us is assisted suicide.  There are nearly 40,000 suicides a year in the US and almost always 

due to depression.  The median age of most of the victims is 71 with less than 1% being under the age of 35.  Most assisted suicides 

are not to prevent pain but fear of losing their dignity or being a burden to others; making it a matter of  social dignity and 

economics, not sanctity of life. 

Women are the backbone of the church and it is through the NCCW Commissions that we can make an impact.  The Service 

Commission project “Women Healing the Wounds” is a helpful tool in helping the victims of domestic abuse.  The LDCCW was 

recognized and awarded a certificate at the NCCW Convention for its support of St. Gianna’s Women’s Home. 

The Leadership Commission is helpful in making our DCCW’s and PCCW’s effective in carrying out God’s mission through 

the use of “Leadership and Development Workshops.”  It is important that we recognize and  use the talents and personality styles 

of all the women.  We need to see them like the crayons in a box – they are not alike but we need them all to complete the picture.    

We all need to send a positive message about our faith.  We need to stop and not ask what would “Jesus” do, but ask Jesus what 
“we” should do.  We are Wonder Women and we need to use our power to sow hope.  If not us – who?  If not now – when?  If not 
here – where?  If not for the Kingdom – why?  We are all called to bloom where we are planted and called to witness to share and 
spread the truth and work of God.  We are Sowers of Hope!! 

Terri Sullivan President Elect      wfssjh@wirelessinet.net
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Pi Alpha Chi is a Catholic sorority unique to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
campus. It was founded in 2012 with the assistance of Father Robert Matya, the Pastor 
and Chaplain of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church on campus and a group of local 
advisors. We strive to blend aspects of the Catholic faith with the rich tradition and 
formation of leaders that the Greek community stands for. Our mission is to provide 
collegiate women with opportunities to pursue a virtuous and sacramental life through 
participation in a Greek, social, learning community intentionally founded upon and centered around the 
teachings and practices of the Catholic Church. This mission is supported by four pillars: Leadership, 
Fellowship, Scholarship, and Citizenship. Our events and activities are designed to facilitate growth in faith, 
friendship, community, and sisterhood. Through their involvement in the sorority, the women of Pi Alpha Chi 
experience personal exploration and serve God, their community, and the people around them. As of fall 2015, 
the chapter consists of 50 women from diverse ethnic, regional, and academic backgrounds, that continue to 
grow in friendship and faith. These women are supported by 13 alumnae, 2 advisors, Father Matya, and the 
Catholic community in and around Lincoln, including the LDCCW. As a final component of the Newman 
Center's Capital Campaign, construction on the Pi Alpha Chi chapter house will begin within the next few 
years. The house will be located at 640 N. 16th Street, a central position along the university's Greek Row. 
The women of Pi Alpha Chi continue to strive to uphold the Catholic values of the organization and seek to be 
a light among the campus’s Greek community. To learn more about Pi Alpha Chi sorority, visit our website at 
www.pialphachi.com. 

         Submitted by Morgan Kowalewski, 

(Pi Alpha Chi became a supported project under the LDCCW  Pi Alpha Chi Alpha Chapter 

Spirituality Commission in April 2015.)     Public Relations and Technology Chair 
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FAITH MATTERS:    Fr. Rudy Oborny, Fairbury Deanery Spiritual Advisor 
  

Many people attribute moments of Grace to sheer luck or just chance happenings.  However, many others ,who 
believe in God, understand that things most often happen for a reason or a purpose.  I generally like to start my day 
with one of my prayers, asking God to send to me the people He wants me to talk to or to listen to, and to put me in 
the place where He needs me the most.   

Several years ago, when I was the pastor of a parish in Lincoln, it was early Spring, one of the busiest times for 
marriage preparations for the many weddings coming up, that God specifically took me up on the offer to put me in a 
place where He needed me the most.   

On Tuesday of that week, I had four wedding preparations scheduled right in a row for that evening.  Anyone calling 
for an appointment would have to wait for close to two weeks before I would have a decent opening for another.  On 
Sunday, one of the couples cancelled their appointment for Tuesday.  Another called on Monday and said they 
wouldn't be able to make theirs.  Then on Tuesday morning the third couple cancelled.  I still had one left for that 
evening.  About an hour before their appointment, the bride to be called and said that her fiancé came down with the 
flu.  I thought to myself, wow, I have a free evening.  It was a little before 7:00 pm.  So, I fired up the computer to 
get some things done. 

About ten minutes later the phone rang.  A lady said: “Father, can you come over.  My husband just had a heart 
attack and the ambulance is taking him to the hospital.”  So, I zipped over to her home and we went to the hospital 
where the ambulance had taken her husband.  Her husband died and I was able to stay with her until a couple of her 
daughters were able to come at 11:30.  I truly believe that God wanted me to be with this lady in her hour of great 
need. I probably would have struggled with the cancelling of the four appointments, so the Lord solved it for me.  I 
still smile to this day, that He knows what needs to be done and helps us do it. 

   Fr. Rudy Oborny    Sacred Heart Church  Hebron, NE 

http://www.pialphachi.com/
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Spirituality Commission – Ellen Jirovsky   402-643-4802,  cell 402-705-2612  
     ej53546@windstream.net 
 

Divine Mercy Chmn.:  Jeanette Stengel   jstengel5@gmail.com   402-759-4811;    Ash Wednesday Day of 
Recollection:  (Hastings) Charleen Gleason & Eleanor Clark  cgleason@charter.net   402-462-6897 or  
grmaellie@hotmail.com   402-762-3721 and  (Waverly) Caroline Helget   chelget@gmail.com   402-419-0460;  
Council Women of the Eucharist:  Kathy Broz   308-737-1052   kc.broz@gmail.com  

POPE FRANCIS I has declared December 8, 2015, to November 20, 2016, the HOLY YEAR OF MERCY.  

The Year of Consecrated Life ends on February 2, 2016.  We all hope our prayers have assisted all Religious 

around the world in their vocations to live the Life of Christ. Their calling is a devotion to God’s will,  

beyond words. 

Jeanette Stengel, past President of LDCCW, is currently on the Diocesan Board for the Divine Mercy 

Devotion.  She has been a speaker on Divine Mercy for over 20 years.  And in the last few years, St. 

Elizabeth Hospital in Lincoln has an April DVM Conference, begun for staff members, now grown to over 

150 people, with the blessings of Bishop Conley.   Also, Father Janusz Marzynski, chaplain at St. Elizabeth 

and the Nebraska Heart Hospital, is now spiritual moderator for The Cenacle—a group started July 16th—to 

renew lay persons in devotion. The group meets monthly for 1-2 hours, in prayer and discussion.  A manual 

book coordinates the Devotions with Scripture and St. Faustina’s Diary.  The reading material is followed by 

questions and answers and homemade treats.  The Cenacle is truly inspiring and enthusiastic!  Interested?  

Call or e-mail me for further information.   Pray the Divine Mercy!  Every day at 3:00 p.m. is the hour of 

great mercy.  Whoever calls on Jesus in His Divine Mercy during that hour will reap great benefits, now and 

in the future.  Even hardened sinners can be forgiven by reciting only once! 

A Divine Mercy image will be donated by the LDCCW for Ann Jansky’s 2016 Convention raffle.  Each lady 

attending next April will be given a Divine Mercy card and a Divine Mercy image pin. 

Mark your calendars for 2016 Ash Wednesday Days of Recollection on February 10.  Ladies in the area 

around Lincoln will have a Retreat Day at Our Lady of Good Counsel in Waverly.  Women & Men in central 

and western Nebraska will meet at St. Michael Parish in Hastings. 

If you have Sisters in your parish, school or local nursing home, please consider giving each of them a rose in 

honor of St. Therese, whose feast day was October 1st.  October is the Month of Mary, whom they emulate in 

their love and service.  AND in this year of the Consecrated, so we have 3 reasons to GIVE! 

Parent Educator Committee Report 

History of the Parent Educator Program:  In 1959, the Parent Educator  Booklet was developed, and distr ibuted 

by LDCCW, via the parishes, to the first baptized baby in the family, along with a card, from the Bishop and a Holy 

Family medal.  Subsequent babies received only a card, signed by the Bishop, and a medal.   The English booklet was 

replaced with a CD (from Lighthouse Catholic Media), or a booklet produced in Spanish.   

A Parent Educator committee was appointed in April 2015 to evaluate the current Parent Educator packets and methods 

of dispersal to parents prior to or during the baptism of their child.  Members of the committee met with Fr. Sean 

Kilcawley, Director of the Family Life Office, in May and also interviewed parents of newborns to determine the best 

path in moving forward.  No decision has been reached as of this date, but regardless of the Parent Educator materials/

media, the holy card, signed by the Bishop, and the Holy Family medal will continue to be provided by LDCCW to the 

parishes.   

mailto:jstengel5@gmail.com
mailto:cgleason@charter.net
mailto:grmaellie@hotmail.com
mailto:chelget@gmail.com


Spirituality Commission   Jeannette Stengel, Divine Mercy Area Chairman 
  Phone: 402-759-4811   Email: jstengel5@gmail.com 
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 Pope Francis presents Bull of  Indiction of  
Jubilee of  Mercy 

 The bull is the fundamental document for the Holy Year that 
outlines the overall spirit and intentions for the Jubilee, as 
well as the spiritual fruits that are hoped for. 

 The 28-page bull, titled "Misericordiae Vultus" or "The Face 
of Mercy" opens with the declaration, "Jesus is the face of the 
Father's mercy.  These words might well sum up the mystery 
of the Christian faith." 

 In the document, Pope Francis says the Holy Year is "dedicated to living out in our daily lives the mercy" which God 
“constantly extends to all of us." 

 He explains the year will begin on December 8 to commemorate both the feast of the Immaculate Conception and the 
50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council, which called the Church to proclaim the Gospel to the 
world in new ways, bringing God's mercy to everyone.  This Holy Year will end on November 20, 2016, the Sunday 
dedicated to Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe and living face of the Father's mercy. 

 After the Holy Door of St. Peter's is open on December 8, the Holy Doors of the other papal basilicas will be opened in 
subsequent days.  As well, as a sign of communion of the whole Church, the pope has requested that every diocese in the 
world open a similar "Door of Mercy" for the local celebrations of the Jubilee. 

From Pope Francis's homily with announcement of Year of Mercy Vatican Radio: 

The call of Jesus pushes each of us never to stop at the surface of things, especially when we are dealing with a person.  
We are called to look beyond, to focus on the heart to see how much generosity everyone is capable.  No one can be 
excluded from the mercy of God; everyone knows the way to access it and the Church to the house that welcomes all and 
refuses no one.  Its doors remain wide open, so that those who are touched by grace can find the certainty of forgiveness.  
The greater the sin, so much the greater must be the love that the Church expresses toward those who convert. 

We want to live this Year in the light of the Lord's words: "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. (cf. Lk 6:36)" 

 Check This website:   http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/03/13/
pope_francis_homily_with_announcement_of_year_of_mercy/1129218 

Service Commission    Bonita English, International Area Chairman 
  Phone: 402-746-3619   Email: jfvisions@gpcom.net 
 

 It is now time to plan your parish’s MCA program! 

“You are indeed Holy, O Lord . . . You give life to all things and make them holy, and You never cease to gather a people to 

Yourself so that from the rising of the sun to its setting, a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.”  from Eucharistic Prayer 

III 

In all works of Mercy, we aim to follow Christ closely—to strive together to become the living presence of Christ.  This is our truly 

“life saving” privilege!  The article on the next page, which appears in the fall issue of the Lincoln Diocese’s Catechists’ Newsletter, 

is printed here with permission.  I  ask you to read it carefully, contact your priest and catechists, and then plan your parish’s  

Missionary Childhood program this year.  You and your catechists will enjoy exploring the MCA web links given below which 

include fun, easily downloadable materials students can enjoy.  

In the near future, on LDCCW’s cyber space, we hope to have more resources for you, including easy to more-detailed fundraiser 

ideas.  We will let you know promptly when this resource is in place.  In the meantime, remember we are privileged to be a part of 

“Gather Us In.”  It is our response to Christ’s beckoning call for Union.     

 

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/03/13/pope_francis_homily_with_announcement_of_year_of_mercy/1129218
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/03/13/pope_francis_homily_with_announcement_of_year_of_mercy/1129218


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 – VETERAN’S DAY 
Veterans Day is an official holiday that honors people who have served in the United States Armed Forces. Veterans 

Day should not to be confused with Memorial Day, because Veterans Day celebrates the service of all U.S. military veterans, 
while Memorial Day it is a day of remembering soldiers and civilians who died while serving.  The best way to say Thank you to 
a veteran is to visit them.  Other suggestions:   take a small care package or gift or give a cash donation so they can spend as they 
wish.  You could also volunteer your time at the VA home.      

   
RACHEL’S VINYARD REREAT – NOVEMBER 6-8 
It’s time to heal - Rachel's Vineyard is a safe place to renew, rebuild and redeem hearts broken by abortion. Weekend retreats 
offer you a supportive, confidential and non-judgmental environment where women and men can express, release and reconcile 
painful post-abortive emotions to begin the process of restoration, renewal and healing.  For more information please go to the 
following link: http://rachelsvineyard.org/ or contact Heather at helpingrachel@yahoo.com  or at (402) 253-9936.  
 
ADVENT BABY SHOWER 
Shower Christ’s Little One’s by having your parish host an Advent Baby Shower from December 1 through December 24.    
Make posters inviting parishioners to the shower and have a designated place in the church for gifts.  In our parish we have a 
bassinet for gifts.  Another suggestion is to have the CCD children involved.  If your CCD program has a gift exchange, suggest 
having the student bring a gift for the Advent Baby Shower.  Alternative ideas for helping those in need include food pantry 
donations or collect food and clothing for Catholic Social Services or others in need in your community.   
 
CAROLE FEST – DECEMBER 13, 2015 
Carole Fest is a Benefit for St. Gianna’s Women’s Homes.  The benefit will we be held at 2:00 p.m. at the St Thomas Aquinas/
Newman Center.  For more information on this benefit and Catholic Social Services, please visit www.cssisus.org   
 
 
International News (continued from page 6) 

 

An Excellent Mission Resource . . . 

Are you striving to help children answer their baptismal call to mission and respond to Jesus’ request, “Let the little 

children come to Me!”?  Gather Us In is a program designed to spiritually enrich students and parishes.  Two goals 

recommended for catechists in Guidelines for Successful Catechesis are helping students participate in efforts to 

develop community, and motivating them to serve others.  One of our aims as catechists is to help the People of 

God to be conscious members of Christ’s Mystical Body, the Church.” 

Catechists, in achieving your aims, check out these resources as you plan your school year: 

“Gather Us In” is a Missionary Childhood Partnership Project promoted by the Lincoln Diocesan Council of 

Catholic Women.  Member of each Altar Society/PCCW are encouraged through the SERVICE Commission to 

make themselves available to assist the catechists by helping children of their parishes with one “hands on” 

experience per year for the missions.  This is usually in the form of a fun, free-will donation event to which the 

whole parish is invited, and it is often held during Advent. 

Even if the cooperative event planned is as simple as a “Muffins for the Missions” bake sale after Mass, or a 

short program or easy meal the children and others present for their parish during Advent, results are far more 

than monetary.  Greater sense of community, of belonging to Christ, and joy in learning about and serving 

others begin to develop. 

Missionary Childhood Association is a Pontifical Mission which encourages “One Family in Mission” and 

“Children Helping Children.”  Access information and order exciting new materials online at 

www.MCAKids.org.  You might also wish to check the LDCCW site at www.lincolndiocese.org/lincoln-

diocesan-council-of-catholic-women and World Mission Rosary information at www. WorldMissionRosary.org.  

More information will follow, but you are encouraged NOW to begin enriching your students through mission 

activities using these excellent resources which include your own parish’s CCW! 

  As for me and my house,    we will serve the Lord. 
 

 Service Commission Chairman, Diane Wehrman   d.wehrman@hotmail.com      

402-460-7541 
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Leadership Chairman-Judy Weston    ldccwleadership@gmail.com   402-984-5856 

Legislative Chair-Elaine Swanson         wswanson@atcjet.net            308-962-7247 

We were thrilled to see the article in the October 16, 2015, Southern Nebraska Register regarding the work of the 
LDCCW through three specific groups of the LDCCW. You met Mikayla from the parish council level, Fran from the 
deanery level and Kathy who has worked all levels up to the diocesan level of the LDCCW.  Mikayla who is currently 
working with the parish level and building their membership base states, “Start with an hour the first week in giving 
your time. You’d be surprised in what you can squeeze in a week, let alone a month.”  

If you have not celebrated LDCCW Sunday think about ways you can celebrate the work your ladies do. I 
am a big fan of pampering, maybe ask your local nail salon to provide a discount to your ladies. 

 I have heard about the cakes made for ladies in the church, ask your local bakery to make cupcakes for the 
ladies to take home. Life if easy to endure with a tasty cake and frosting!  

Something as easy as standing at your doors at the end of church and thanking the ladies for their help as 
they exit as the end of Mass is also a wonderful way to let them know they are special to your organization. 
 

Review at your local level and ask your council, “What can I commit to and help build our councils?” I would 
recommend using the famous SWOT method. Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. Take time to evaluate 
what you are doing for your council. The SWOT method is difficult to do especially when reviewing the weaknesses 
and threats but provides a direction once you realize what you have to work with.  

If you are a larger parish, consider asking for a representative from each women’s group to be a part of your executive 
board. You will find a stronger representation and new ideas coming from this method.  
 

I have mentioned many times and here it is again! Join the National Council of Catholic Women! You will find 
information about your commission and how to prepare your councils. The cost for an individual membership is $60.00. 
Councils - can you afford to purchase a membership for your commission chairs?  

You can enroll for your NCCW membership online!  Get a friend to join NCCW and win the chance to go to the 2016 
NCCW Convention in Indianapolis for FREE!  Please go to nccw.org and click on the “One Member-One Chance” tab.  

 

 

Legislative: We find it hard to comprehend that human trafficking is alive and 
well in Nebraska but it is! You may have received urgent information from the NCCW 
to take action again human trafficking. Catholics Confront Global Poverty sent an 
urgent message this past week asking you to contact your lawmakers in Congress. 
Please read the message: 

Urge your senators and representative to fight human trafficking by co-
sponsoring the Business Supply Chain Transparency on Trafficking and Slavery 
Act of 2015. It’s too important to put off another day. Send a message or call your 
members of Congress using our toll-free number: 866-596-7030.  Download talking 
points here. 
 

Nebraska Family Alliance is an organization which “Stands for Justice and 
Strengthening Families in Nebraska”.  You can find their website at 
nebraskafamilyalliance.org 
 

Nebraska Right to Life has also sent a recent message regarding the Physician-Assisted 
Suicide Bill which may be introduced by Ernie Chambers in the next legislative 
session. Please remember to keep informed on these topics and contact your legislators to voice your opinion. 
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Lincoln Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women 

 
Mark Your Calendar! 

 December 13, 2015—Carole Fest at UNL Newman Center—

benefitting St. Gianna Women’s Home—2:00 p.m. 

 January 15-16, 2016—LDCCW Board meetings and 6th Annual Winter  

Symposium @ Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat House, Waverly 

 February 10, 2016—Ash Wednesday Day of Recollection in Hastings 

and Waverly 

 Catholics at the Capitol—TBD 

 April 15, 2016—LDCCW Board meetings and Pre-convention Banquet 

@ Camp Kateri and Stone Creek Event Center, McCool Junction 

 April 16, 2016—LDCCW Convention at St. Joseph parish hall, York 

November Calendar Dates 

PLENARY INDULGENCE: There is a plenary indulgence for those who GO VISIT A CEMETERY AND PRAY FOR THE 
POOR SOULS: Indulgenced acts for the poor souls: A partial indulgence can be obtained by devoutly visiting a cemetery and pray-
ing for the departed, even if the prayer is only mental. One can gain a plenary (full) indulgence each day visiting a cemetery between 
November 1 and November 8. These indulgences are applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory. 
 

November 11 - Veteran's Day       November 15-21 - National Bible Week      November 23 - Christ the King Sunday ... Last Sun-
day of the liturgical year!     November 25 - Thanksgiving ... Time to count your blessings! 
 

HAPPY NEW LITURGICAL YEAR!!  

November 29 - First Sunday of Advent! ... Time to start planning for Advent devotions & penances ... Liturgical color switches to 

Purple 

 National Council of  Catholic Women (NCCW) Province Director—Barb Vaughn 
 

NCCW NEWS:  Each year, the Province of Omaha has been challenged to meet a goal of contributing $5,000.00 to 
NCCW; and for the last five years, we have met this goal thanks to some creative fundraising activities. Father 
Kramper's latest idea is presented here, and I hope you will take part. 

NCCW Thanksgiving Fundraiser 

Something to think about: "What if you woke up tomorrow with only the blessings you thanked God for today?" 

Something to do: Start a List of Blessings today that you can add to all the way to Thanksgiving Day! 

(Start with a list of about 20, but add as many as you like) 

To make it a fundraiser for NCCW: Decide whether you will give a dime, a quarter, a half dollar, or dollar for each 
blessing. 

Make a check payable either to NCCW or to Barb Vaughn (those sent to me will be combined and one check sent to 
NCCW). Mail checks to Barb Vaughn, 2102 Victoria Avenue, Bellevue, NE 68005. 

Keep your "List of Blessings" as a reminder of your many blessings from God. 

Please remember that ANY money sent to NCCW from your individual parishes, deaneries or diocese will count   
toward this $5000. This includes new or lapsed individual memberships, priest's subscriptions to Catholic Woman 
magazine, or any donations. However, I have to keep track of donations from Nebraska, so any money sent needs to 
be reported to me if we want Province credit. Just send me an email or drop me a postcard, and I'll keep a tally. 

Thanks, and Blessings to you all.        Barb Vaughn, Province Director  BobBarbVaughn@aol.com  402-215-1309 
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The Lincoln Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

Winter Symposium 
Friday & Saturday January 15 - 16, 2016 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat Center    
7303 N. 112th St., Waverly, NE 68462 

http://www.goodcounselretreat.com/retreat/schedule/ 
 

THEME:  Seeking God through works of mercy 
  

Friday, January 15 

7:00 pm- .. Registration begins 
7:30- ........ Living Rosary in the Chapel.  

Confessions available. 
8:00- ........ Divine Mercy Chaplet in song  

(led by Ellen Soukup)  
followed by a sing-a-long of Marian songs. 

8:30- ........ Angela Copenhaver of Spirit Catholic Radio 
8:45- ........ Pi Alpha Chi representatives (UNL Catholic soror ity)  
9:00- ........ St. Gianna Activity – decorating Valentine goody bags for women & children – plus wine & 

cheese & juices social  
 

Saturday, January 16  

8:00 am- .. Registration, rolls & coffee 
8:20- ........ Divine Mercy Chaplet in the chapel by Fr. Thomas Lux 
8:30- ........ Greg Schleppenbach, Executive Director  Nebraska Catholic Conference 
9:00- ........ Rev. Steve Thomlison, St. Stephen, Exeter  & St. Wenceslaus, Milligan 
9:30- ........ Panel of Religious Sisters from the Lincoln Diocese  
11:15- ...... Mass with Bishop James D. Conley as main celebrant and 

homilist 
12:15 pm- Lunch 
1:00- ........ Russell Koos, Executive Director of Camp Kateri 
1:30- ........ Mothers of Religious Sisters’ Panel Presentation  
3:00- ........ Closing remarks, prayer & blessing, Fr. Lux & Fr. McGuire  
 

**We will be collecting the following needed items for St. Gianna Women’s 
Homes, as identified by Fr. Kubat and Sr. Bernadette:   shampoo, soap, 
disinfectant wipes, facial tissues, size 5 diapers, boxes of dish soap, small 
bottles of hand sanitizer and other toiletry items. 
 

Please bring items to Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat House  
and place them in the laundry baskets located at the entrance of the chapel.  Thank you! 
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The Lincoln Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

Winter Symposium 
Friday & Saturday January 15 - 16, 2016 
Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat Center 

7303 N. 112th St., Waverly, NE 68462 
http://www.goodcounselretreat.com/retreat/schedule/ 

 

THEME:  Seeking God through works of mercy 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
Click here to register online or mail registration form and check (Payable to “Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Retreat House”) to 7303 N. 112th St., Waverly, NE 68462. 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ________________  State:______  Zip: ___________ 

Phone: ________________ Email: ______________________ 

Parish: ________________ Deanery: ____________________ 

 
______ $110 for Friday & Saturday, including overnight stay in private room at 

Retreat House and hot breakfast 

______ $55 for Friday & Saturday (or Saturday only, January 16),  
no overnight stay 

______ $10 for Friday Only, January 15 

 

$___________  
Amount Enclosed 

 
**You are invited to attend, as our guest, the LDCCW Full 
Board Meeting, which star ts at 3:00 pm on Fr iday and 
precedes the Winter Symposium.**  
 

Please contact Ann Jansky 402-826-0219 or email 
arjansky@gmail.com  
if  you plan to attend. 

http://www.goodcounselretreat.com/retreat/schedule/
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