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Dear Friend,

Isn't the Blockade over????   I thought we could go to Cuba
now. Why do we need another Friendshipment Caravan???

No!  Yes!  Let me tell you why the 26th US-Cuba Friendshipment
Caravan is hitting the road this summer!

Because the Blockade isn't over.  Because only Congress can
allow Freedom to Travel and Freedom to Trade.  (Check the
enclosed insert to find out more.)

Because our Cuban partners tell us how important our solidarity is
at this moment of history, as our two governments are finally 'talking' to each other, negotiating the 
rocky path towards 'normal' relations.   

Last month I was in Cuba, part of the celebration of the National Week Against Homophobia.  While I 
was there we met with the head of the Cuban Council of Churches, with the founder of the Martin 
Luther King Center in Havana, with leaders in churches and local community groups.  We had 
conversations with people on the street and even the ticket agent at the airport.  

They told us:  “We rely on the continued partnership of IFCO/Pastors for Peace. We count on you to 
bring our message back to the people of the United States.”  

They asked us: “Please don’t abandon Cuba when we are so close to achieving the goal of normalized 
relations.”

And they also reminded us: That 'normal' relations must include respect for each other's sovereignty and
non-interference in the domestic affairs inside the country.  As President Raul Castro said: “we must 
learn the art of coexisting with our differences in a civilized manner.”

This has been a hard lesson for the US government to remember – and we, US citizens, have the 
responsibility to remind our elected officials.  Democracy relies on us:  we need to be educated and 
active citizens, and the Friendshipment Caravan traveling through the US is part of our democratic 
process in a very concrete way.  Your gift helps make that happen!

This year 26th Friendshipment Caravan starts with a sendoff on June 24 in Washington DC, the 
heart of the nation’s capitol.  We will start this year’s US-Cuba Friendshipment by visiting members of 
Congress urging them to support efforts to end the blockade once and for all.  During this caravan we 
will hold events, press conferences, interviews with local and regional media in over 50 cities.

Caravanistas will be traveling with us this summer in buses decorated with powerful messages of love 
and solidarity from people across the US. Seven of these vehicles, packed with humanitarian aid – 
medicines, medical equipment, supplies for school and senior centers -- will be donated to ecumenical
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centers and community groups across Cuba. Fifty PET carts (Personal Energy Transportation) are on 
board for distribution to people with disabilities.  And as we have done since we began these caravans of
love and friendship, we will NOT apply for or accept a license from the US Treasury Department. We do
this as a matter of principle, an act of civil disobedience to protest our government’s blockade of Cuba. 

And yes, this act of civil disobedience still matters!!  We are clear that we have significantly 
contributed to the current climate in US-Cuba relations by IFCO's collective and principled stand to 
refuse to allow the government to dictate who can travel to Cuba – how we go, when we go and where 
we go and what we do when we are there.

All of this: thanks to your support!! 

You will recall in 1992 the US government prohibited us from
delivering bicycles and Bibles, powdered milk and medicines,
wheel chairs and walkers and computers to our neighbors in
Cuba. But together we delivered them anyway!!  Together we
have slowly dismantled the walls of this blockade and changed
the policy to that prohibited the delivery of humanitarian aid to
Cuba. But our work is not done yet.  

We cannot back away from this struggle just as we are close to
victory.  Yes, the US government has made certain categories of travel to Cuba easier. Yes, the US 
government has taken Cuba off the terrorist list, Yes, the Cuban Five have been freed and Yes, the US
government is talking about establishing an embassy in Cuba. But, friends, until the US government 
has totally eradicated the blockade our work continues. Until the blockade is ended our buses will 
continue to travel down the road.

But it costs money to drive those buses.  It costs money to produce materials to spread the word.  It costs
money for speakers to travel to the beginning of each route.  Two staff people have been working very 
hard for months now, calling organizers within our network, coordinating details, making new plans as 
the old plans change.  

We're grateful with a wonderful network of local coordinators who are working hard to receive the 
caravan in more than 50 communities across the country.  You know how hard it is to put on one event, 
find a host, plan a program and call out the local media.  Multiply that times fifty and know the effort 
and skill required to make the caravan possible. 

We are counting on your help to make this historic US-Cuba Friendshipment Caravan a success. 

More than that, we're grateful for you – and the hundreds of supporters like you who give generously to 
make the caravan happen.  It is only your gift now that will make this Caravan possible.  Your gift now 
will allow us to keep the US people well informed and educated, so they can keep the pressure on.  With
your help, we won't stop until that day when we truly will have 'normal' relations with our brothers and 
sisters in Cuba.

Our Cuban friends remind us that our consistent and principled solidarity is needed now more than ever. 
Please join us in this fight to strike a final blow to the blockade.

Sincerely,


