Flathead County Commissioners
[bookmark: _GoBack]800 South Main
Kalispell, MT  59901


Dear Flathead County Commissioners,

Please accept my public comment on the proposed Flathead County Zoning Amendments, Resolution No. 2416 for the purpose of adding new use districts to the Flathead County Zoning Regulations around the City of Whitefish and Resolution No. 2417 for the purpose of adopting the Rural Whitefish Zoning District

(Place a check or X if applies)    ____    I am a resident living or owning property in the two-mile area outside of Whitefish.

(Place a check or X if applies)    ____    I am a county or city resident who cares about this issue and how the valley grows.

Please amend the proposed zoning in Resolution No. 2416 and No. 2517 prior to final adoption to:

1. Work with the City of Whitefish and leave the existing zoning in place around the Karrow Avenue area until development proposals come forward where the city and county can work together to ensure adequate infrastructure is in place. Do not shrink the minimum lot size in much of the Karrow Avenue neighborhood from 15 acres to 2.5- or 5-acre lots. Much of this area is characterized by shallow groundwater and should be developed on city sewer and water and an improved road system as the City of Whitefish grows. 

2. Support efforts to maintain the appealing character of Whitefish and the vitality of its downtown core as an important economic resource to the city and county. Studies show that the county benefits from this tax base to a greater extent when commercial development is located in our city centers. Please don’t allow more retail commercial uses along the highway entrances to Whitefish. Please remove proposed open-ended wording that invites more unlimited retail uses in the proposed new B-2A zoning. Adopt the wording of the existing WB-2 zoning in place now as requested by the City of Whitefish and by many others. 

3. Provide strong leadership in helping to safeguard Whitefish’s drinking water by retaining the 200 ft. setback from First, Second, and Third Creeks, as requested by the City of Whitefish and as is currently required.

4. Adopt a 15-acre county rural agricultural zone that mirrors the Whitefish WA (15 acre) zone, to retain the existing zoning around Whitefish. Moving forward encourage patterns of development around Whitefish that encourage fire-safe, fire-wise development and clustering to preserve the many benefits of the working lands, wildlife and water quality resources in rural areas that make our area such a great place to live and invest.

Sincerely,


Name
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