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Ellies Updates 

 
Wisconsin Promise: Staying Connected with Youth and Families  

Family Advocates have been reaching out and knocking on doors of the Promise youth and families 
we had lost contact with (many of these youth and families are located in the urban areas of 
Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha, Madison, Janesville, and Beloit). Family Advocates are finding and 
meeting with these youth and families and helping to reconnect them to their Promise DVR 
Counselor, so they can again receive the services and supports to help them meet their education 
and employment goals. Also, Promise DVR Consumer Case Coordinators have started mailing out 
postcards once a month to youth and families we had lost touch with. Within days of the first mailing 
we were able to reconnect with four of the Promise youth and families we had lost touch with. The 
impact of Wisconsin Promise depends on making a difference in the lives of all Wisconsin Promise 
youth and families. The more impact we can have with more youth and their family members, the 
more we will be able to demonstrate how Wisconsin Promise Services and Supports can help to 
increase participants’ education, employment, and financial self-sufficiency. Learn more about 
Wisconsin Promise participants.... 

 

Promise Event 

Promise participants attended a 2-part “Make Your Money Talk” Money Management 
Program in Racine on July 19th and 20th. Participants developed skills and knowledge to help 
them plan for financial well-being.  

 

You Are Able  

Most government benefit programs have strict qualifying guidelines for income and asset 
limits. It’s easy to see how this could cause a person with a disability and their family to 
reamin in poverty. Two thousand dollars is the limit for most with assets. Assets could include 
savings, property and cars. If you cross that magic line, you may put your benefits at risk. 
How can you plan and save money to better your situation if you get penelized for good 
money habits? Read Here 

 

Promise for Parents and Family  

Self-awareness and self-advocacy are keys to future success. Learn about advocacy for 
yourself and your teen here.  

 

Promise for Teen Participants 

You have the power to create our own future. As you move from being a teenager to an adult, 
you begin to make more choices about your future. Tell us how we can help you here.  

 

Meet Our Family Advocates 

Delores Sallis, Milwaukee, WI; WDA 2 & 3 
Delores has passion for people with special needs. She is a disability advocate, board member for the 
Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities, a Milwaukee Public Schools Special 
Education Liasion for families (S.E.L.F.), and a Family Advocate for Wisconsin Promise.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://promisewi.com/ellies-updates_participant-highlights/
https://promisewi.com/ellies-updates_participant-highlights/
https://promisewi.com/able-overview/
https://promisewi.com/resources-self-advocacy/
https://promisewi.com/getting-started/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Steering Committee Profile Members and Emails 

Project Director 

Meredith Dressel 

meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

 

Project Manager 

Ellie Hartman 

ellie2hartman@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

Members

Cayte Anderson 
andersoncay@uwstout.edu 
 
Suzan VanBeaver 
suzan.vanbeaver@dpi.state.wi.us 
 
Meredith Dressel 
meredith.dressel@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Janet Estervig 
janet.estervig@dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 
Allison Gordon 
allison.gordon@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

 
Wendy Henderson 
wendy.henderson@wisconsin.gov 
 
Aimee Jahnke 
aimee.jahnke@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Suzanne Lee 
suzanne.lee@dwd.wisconsin.gov 
 
Jessica Thompson 
jessica.thompson@dhs.wisconsin.gov 

 

 

The contents of this website were developed under a grant from the US Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) Cooperative Agreement 
H418P130004.However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US 
Department of Education and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government.  
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