
Library History Highlights The Library Building 

Henry C. Thacher donated the land, and a former law 

office owned by Reverend Cogswell was moved to it in 

August of 1866. Late in 1870 Nathan Matthews offered 

to erect a brick building worth $5000 (some reports say 

$7000) on the property in memory of his father, on the 

condition that the library be free to all the inhabitants of 

Yarmouth. The new building was built in the Gothic 

Revival style, then popular for public buildings.  

The architects were Peabody and Stearns of Boston. The 

building was of brick with sandstone trimmings. The roof 

was slate. The bricks were not from the West Barnstable 

Brick Company, as that company did not start until 

1878. The building had a high tower in the rear, and the  

one story front porch had flattened Gothic arches. The columns still reflect the Gothic tradition. Both 

the main roof and the tower roof had crest work, iron work found on Second Empire buildings. 

Yarmouth New Church also had it. The mixing of styles was very common. The side windows had 

pointed arches, typical of the Gothic Revival style. The main library room had an iron balcony which 

went around the entire room. Included in the library was an apartment for the librarian, a common 

feature at the time. 

The Barnstable Patriot noted on December 26, 1871, that the main library room was 30x25 with a 

vaulted ceiling. It was capable of holding 10,000 volumes. “The rear of the library room is a tenement 

[apartment] containing eight rooms, running through two stories with one room in the tower on the 

third floor. The use of the tenement is to be given to the librarian.” The original building on the lot, 

the former law office became the kitchen for the apartment. The library owned 1500 volumes in 

1873. 

 
 

The tower on the original building was taken down in 1945 when found to be unsafe. At the same 

time, the apartment was remodeled. In the area currently occupied by the stacks were a kitchen, 

living room, dining room, and full bathroom, with a back porch across the back of the building. There 

were two bedrooms on the second floor.  

In April of 1951, the John Simpkins wing was added on the west side of the building, donated by 

Mabel Agassiz in memory of her brother, John Simpkins. The first design of the room had a step 

down into an area that would look like a house library. This was not acceptable and the room was 
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built as is seen today. At the same time, the iron balcony in the main room was removed from the 

east and west walls.  

The Mary Thacher children’s wing, built in 1958 on the east side, was given by Mary Thacher, 

anonymously at the time. The architect was Richard Sears Gallagher of Barnstable; the builder was 

Kenneth Studley of Yarmouth Port. Neither of the wings was designed in the Gothic Revival style. 

The dormer on the front roof was removed in 1958, when the children’s wing was added. In 1966 the 

Mary Rousemaniere room was added behind (to the south) of the Simpkins wing. It was built to 

house the increasing fiction collection. 

The library still needed more space and in 1983 the apartment was converted to make use of the 

rooms, on the suggestion of the librarian, Martha White, who moved to her sister’s on Wharf Lane. A 

genealogy room and a local history room, as well as storage, were created .on the second floor, and a 

librarian’s office was created downstairs. 
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