
 “A VIEW FROM THE LOFT” 

“I want my prelude to be inviting and inspiring for worship and I want my postlude to move the church members 

to service after worship.”  Kay Wood-Houser 

These are the words of St. Luke’s new organist Kay Wood-Houser.  I thought that it would be helpful for you to 

know the woman behind the console.  

Kay was born and raised in New Richmond WI, where she was greatly influenced by her maternal grandmother.  

Yes, I hear stories of “cooking with grandma” and “let me tell you what she taught me about life.”  She must have 

been quite some lady. 

Kay began studying piano at age 5 and by the time she was 14 was serving as organist at Christ the King Lutheran 

Church, MN.  So you say she played organ before.  Well that is true except that it was her father who volunteered 

her because the church organist suddenly became ill. .  Welcome to the “big leagues” with no organ lessons! 

Kay moved from the Midwest to California for college and worked as an accompanist.  In the 80’s she moved to 

Incline Village, Lake Tahoe where, yet again her Episcopal Church found themselves in need of an organist.  Guess 

what, she was “called” again and served for two years before moving back to So Cal. 

Kay has always, and I mean always, been at the forefront of learning.  Let me tell you why I say that.  In her mid 

40’s she went back to school to become a physician!  She competed with 5500 applicants and was accepted into UC 

Davis School of medicine in a class of 93.  All younger than her!  Ultimately she did her residency in gynecology and 

surgery and practiced for 15 years including 2 years here in Chino Valley.  Oh did I mention that she gave up her 

pilot’s license because her plane iced up over Kansas with her two sons on board?  She traded the pilot’s tools for a 

real Dr.’s kit. 

When Carl Anderson announced his retirement, after much prayer and soul searching, she said, “I will fill in,” and 

she has done that in grand style.  What you don’t know is that she is at the church practicing 2-3 hours every day.  

12-15 hours per week.  So if you happen to come into the church and you hear the organ you will find her behind 

that huge console.  She would love to visit with you, but will do so when she is not practicing.   

Remember that I mentioned that she had played organ before, well here is the comparison between those small 

Hammond organs and what she calls the “Musical Monster” at St. Luke’s. (Monster refers to size and scope of our 

wonderful organ) Imagine that you learned to drive in a VW Bug and now after one week of driving you are behind 

the wheel of a 16 wheeler loaded with cattle.  That is what she experienced when she said “I will” to the Lord.  Yes 

He did call her to take the position at St. Luke’s.   

Kay would like to thank two very important people here at St. Luke’s; Carl Anderson and John Euson.  Both of them 

men have been enormously helpful to her.  Thank you both! 

Please take some time to listen to her preludes and postludes, they are part of worship.  In fact, they book end 

worship.   

Enter quietly to listen and meditate, exit to serve after the postlude. 
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