
These last two weeks the parshiot explain in depth the concept of kedusha – holiness. The Torah 

enumerates various people, time, items and places where we are supposed to bring kedusha into our 

lives. The parshiot tell us that: 

 G-d is holy 

 The nation needs to act holy 

 The kohanim have an extra level of holiness 

 Sacrifices are holy 

 Certain times are holy 

 

Oddly enough, the end of this kedusha section ends with the mekalel – the one who cursed G-d, as the 

pasuk states: 

רְׂ  ָשה ַהיִּשְׂ ן ָהאִּ ֹּב בֶּ ת ַהֵשם ַויִּק ית אֶּ ה  . . .ַויְַׂקֵלל ֵאלִּ ל משֶּ ֹּתֹו אֶּ יאּו א  ַויָבִּ

And the son of the Israelite woman pronounced the [Divine] Name and cursed. So they brought him to 

Moses... 

 

What is the connection between the section of kedusha and the story of the mekalel?  

 

The idea of G-d being holy is difficult for humans to comprehend. We say in קדושה that G-d is 

ץ ּכְׂבֹודֹו’ ָקדֹוש, ָקדֹוש, ָקדֹוש, ה ֹלא ָכל ָהָאָֽרֶּ ָבאֹות, מְׂ צְׂ . 

 "Holy, holy, holy, is Hashem the Master of all Legions."  

 

and immediately that sentence is followed by the congregation exclaiming   

קֹומֹו. ּמְׂ  ָברּוְך ּכְׂבֹוד ה' מִּ

"The entire world is filled with His glory." 

 

Our key to understanding G-d’s kedusha is through kavod. Rav Wolbe writes (Alei Shur vol. II pg. 225) 

that we can glean from here that wherever there is kedusha there is also an element of kavod (glory).  

 

We can also apply this idea to our own kedusha. Since every person has been infused with a holy 

neshama, and therefore possesses a level of kedusha, in turn this kedusha necessitates that one conduct 

himself with kavod. And since all humans have a soul which is kodesh, this necessitates that we treat 

others with kavod as well. 

 

Someone who does not understand this essence of kedusha, which is kavod, becomes a mekalel –  

someone who curses. Someone who has kavod for others, as we have been learning this year, treats 

others with heaviness and seriousness, as the word כבד also means heavy (kaveid). A mekalel treats 

others lightly – קל. When one behaves with seriousness toward another person, he shows him kavod, 

while if he makes light of another person he may end up cursing him. 

 

The Torah connects these two concepts, as they are opposites of each other. As we have been doing all 

year, we must constantly strive to treat each other with kavod because of the kedusha that each person 

possesses. Having this recognition will help us act in the kodesh ways these parshiot demand from us in 

all areas of our life.  

 
Based on http://baishamussar.blogspot.com/2012/05/325-emor.html 


