
The beginning of Parashat Metzora opens with a description of the purification process for 

someone who has been afflicted with the skin disease of צרעת – tzera’at. The metzora, afflicted 

person, was sent out of the camp when they contracted the disease. After seven days, the person 

needs to have an appointment with “Dr. Kohen” to determine whether the צרעת has healed. It 

may seem like a small and insignificant detail, but who goes to whom? The afflicted person is 

outside the camp, and the kohen is inside the camp. Does the kohen go to the afflicted person or 

does that person go to the kohen? The Torah says as follows:  

 

ְהיֶה תֹוַרת ַהְמצָֹרע ְביֹום ָטֳהָרתֹו    :ְוהּוָבא ֶאל ַהכֵֹהןזֹאת תִּ

חּוץ ְויָָצא ַהכֵֹהן ֹ ַלַמֲחנֶה  ֶאל מִּ ן ַהָצרּוַע:ְוָרָאה ַהכ נֵה נְִּרָפא נֶגַע ַהָצַרַעת מִּ  ֵהן ְוהִּ

This shall be the law of the person afflicted with tzara'ath, on the day of his cleansing: He shall 

be brought to the kohen. 

The kohen shall go outside the camp, and the kohen shall look, and behold, the lesion of 

tzara'ath has healed in the afflicted person. 

 

The Torah seems to say that the person who has the disease needs to go to the kohen AND the 

kohen needs to go to the person who has the disease. How can both happen at once? 

Furthermore, how can the person with צרעת be brought to the kohen? Presumably the kohen is 

inside the camp, and the metzora is not permitted inside the camp. How can this happen? How 

does the purification process commence?  

 

The Seforno explains that while it is true that a person with צרעת can’t enter the camp, they still 

need to come as close to the camp as possible.  

 אל מקום קרוב חוץ למחנה שיוכל הכהן בכבוד ובלי רב טורח ללכת לראותו: .והובא אל הכהן

and he should be brought to the kohen: to a place close (to the camp but still) outside the camp, 

so the kohen can be treated respectfully without having to exert extra effort to go see the person 

(with צרעת). 

 

The person with the disease must treat the kohen with kavod. The kohen is coming to help him, 

and therefore he must make the extra effort to come as close to the camp as possible. His 

recognition of needing to be humble in front of the kohen, because he requires the kohen’s 

services, allows him to give kavod to the kohen and will propel him to walk to the edge of the 

camp. 

 

The Torah also says that the kohen must go outside the camp to the one with צרעת. Isn’t that 

obvious, since the person with צרעת is unable to enter the camp? What is the Torah adding by 

explaining that fact? 

 

The Sifsi Kohen al HaTorah explains that the kohen walking through the camp to the outside in 

order to welcome back the person who sinned is a way of showing and bringing kavod to the 



person who repented. For the last seven days the sinner was sitting alone, excommunicated from 

family, friends and society. We could easily forget about this person and give up on his ability to 

rehabilitate himself. The Torah will not have it that way. Instead the kohen, a person who holds a 

high-ranking position in society, demonstrates his belief that this person is cured and walks 

through the camp to the outside to show his confidence in this person’s repentance. When people 

see that, they will also treat the person with kavod, recognizing that the מצורע has cured himself 

physically and healed himself spiritually.     

 

When talking with the students this morning, we learned two lessons from this idea. One is that 

we must have kavod for those who help us. Whether it is a parent, teacher or friend, while being 

helped we must demonstrate kavod to the person who is helping us. In class we gave examples of 

how this can happen. Ask your children! 

 

We also learned that when someone does an act that negatively affects us, or a whole group of 

people, if they have demonstrated their sincerity to repent we are obligated to treat them with 

kavod and welcome them back into the class or community as full-fledged members, just as they 

were before.  

 

 

 


